
A>idan demands action in Bosnia 

JAKAKATA (P«tpa) — Minister of Stare for Foreign Affairs Talal 
Sbimb - iU Hasm Werfnesday calfed for a ceasciire in Bosnia- 
HefKgovina sayiog war enmec cominiiied by Serbs and the siege of 
tbe Bosnian ^tal Sarajevo were getting worse. In an addres at the 
oonsut^t mi^enal couneii of the non-Aligncd Movement (NAM) 
in thrlndonesian capital* Mr. Hassan said Jordan was among the tint 
eooutftes to send peacekeeping troops to former Yugoslavia and that 
ii now l“« second largest contingent after France. Jordan 
ooDBmos the Serb crimes and is amazed at the silence of the 
hamtioital community on these crimes, he said. He said sincekd the 
iCiQgfloa bebeved m diak^ as a means to resolve problems, it calls 
for 'ra nnineraie ceasefire and urges tbe start of talks between warrine 
parties. Tte Kingdom. Mr. Hassan said, abo calls for ertding tbe arms 
endMrgo imposed oo Eosma-HenEegovina so that a haUfu-- u 
achieved the warring facdons. 
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Senate panel apiuroves Talbott as d^Nity secretary 

WASHINGTON /API — The Senate Foreign Relations Commillce 
Wednesday approved Strobe Talbott's nomination to be deputy 
secretary of state after pressing the former journalist on his views on 
Israel and blasting the administration on Bosnia. The committee voted 
17-1 to send Mr. Talbott's nomination to the full Senate for 
ranfirmation, with Sen. Jesse Helms the lone dissenter. The nomina- 
tion has come under fire because of Mr. Talboll's writings when he 
was a corre^ndem for Time magazine that critics said dispLved an 
ami-fsrael bias. Mr. Talbott, President Clinton's close friend since 
they were fellow Rhodes scholars and roommates at Oxford Universi- 
ty 25 years a^, is currently the state Departirtent's ambassador-ai- 
fa^ for Russia and the other former Soviet republics .Another i>id 
friend from Oxford. Labour Secretary Robert Reich, was on hand at 
the confirmation hearing Tuesday in suppon of Mr. Talbott, 
(seepage 10). 
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Plots to destabilise Jordan 
uncovered, Hammad reports 

Group(s) planned assassinations, bombings and 
attacks on security forces, minister tells House 

Bomb scare sparks 
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By Ayaaan A1 Safadi 

Jc^datt- Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Security forces 
have uncovered plots to des- 
taUHse Jordan through assas- 
sinations. bombings and 
attadcs oti security personnel 
and have made sevei^ arrests, 
Interior Minister Salameb 
Hanunad announced Wednes- 
d^< 

The group(s) planned to 
assassinate Jordanian “intel- 
lectuals” and bomb public 
places inciudmg Parliament, 
nightclubs, supermarkets, 
movie theatres and video ren- 
tal shops. Mr. Hammad said. 

Mr. Hwmad told the Low- 
er House of Parliament that 
tM arrested groups also plan- 
ned to detonate two bombs in 
Irbid and two others in Salt. 
He said the group(s} planned 
to rob banks and attack police 
and intelligence officers in 
'order to st^ their weapons. 

' But be said a report that a 
;bofflb was planted in the 
Hsuhentiyeh area in downtown 
Aonnan turned out to be false 
'and no explosives were found' 
when rile security forces sear- 
died riie area Wednesday. He 
sa^ another report claimed 
that a bomb was planted in the 
Naser movie theatre in Zarqa. 

Mr. Hammad told dqiuiies 
tbat~fouT supennarkets were 
recently robt^ and exidosives 
Here firand in Zahran cinema 
in downtown Amman. 

Mr. Hammad told tbe Low- 
er House that the anested 
groups planned to bomb Far- 



downtown commotion 


Saiom^fi Hanunad 

liament because it “wa.s part of 
the regime” and to rob banks 
because they are “usurous.” 

Nine people were injured in 
the last few vrecks in two ex- 
plosions that tore through 
Rivoli theatre in Amman and 
Salwa movie theatre in Zarqa. 

Informed sources had earlier 
linked the arrested suspects to 
what they called *'the 
Afghans” which is a group of 
Jordanian Islamist fun- 
damentalists who took part in 
the Afghan Mujahedeen war 
against the former Soviet Un- 
ion. 

The House condemned the 
explosions as criminal and te*- 
rorist acB that aim at destabi- 
lising the country. 

Some deputies requested the 
government to provide the 
House with its explanation of 
these incidents, their objec- 

(Coatlnued on page 5) 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reportr*®' 

AMMAN — Reports that a 
bomb was discovered in the 
bustling Hasbemiyeb Square in 
downtown Amman in the early 
hours of Wednesday when 
people converge in the area on 
their way to work caused wide- 
spread traffic jams in tbe city 
centre, raised eyebrows of 
citizens throughout the capital 
but eventually passed as one 
more of those hoaxes experi- 
enced in many dries around 
the world. 

A two-to-chrec-square- 
kilometre area around the 
square was sealed off com- 
pletely and vehides were di- 
verted to alternate routes while 
sappers combed the area as 
every brandi of the security 
agendes sprang into action. 

Residents in the area were 
asked to remain indoors and 
lock their doors and windows. 
Reporters who rushed to the 
scene were not allowed to 
approach the area — ‘ibr their 
own protection,” .as one police 
•officer put it. 

Several journalists were 
bundled into police cars and 
dropped at tbe central bus ter- 
minal at Abdali vrith a warning 
not to return to downtown 
until after the police operation 


was completed. 

Some of the journalists re- 
ported seeing more than a 
dozen people being led away. 
But it was not immediately 
clear whether they were 
arrested on suspidon of being 
involved or removed after re- 
sisting police orders to leave 
the area. 

Interior Minister Salameh 
Hammad told Parliament latM 
in the day that no bomb was 
discovered a^er a thorough 
search of the area. 

It remained unclear what 
triggered the alaiin. Mr. Ham- 
mad spoke of “a warning that a 
bomb was placed in the Hashc- 
Riiyeh Square.” Other sources 
said the alarm was raised 
munidpal workers on their 
early morning round of tbe 
square, which houses the main 
terminal for service taxis for 
passengers to and from the 
northeast. 

Another unconfirmed report 
said an anonymous caller had 
telephoned a warning to a 
storekeeper in tbe area, one of 
the most crowded areas in 
downtown .Amman doring 
commuter hours. 

Police offidals were not 
available for comment. 

Coming as it did in the wake 
of (WO explosions at movie 

(CootiDued oo page 5) 


Majali defuses uproar in House 
after Abu Nowar- Dughmi row 
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By Ayman A1 SaCadi 
Joidaii Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali defused 
an uprom in tbe Lower House 
of Pariiaineot Wednesday by 
apolo^sbg to Deputy Abdul 
Karim A1 Dughmi who 
threaten^ to resign when De- 
puty Prime Minister Ma'n Abu 
Now call^ one of his prop- 
osals '^extremist and unsuitable 
for a deputy.” 

Dr. Abu Nowar was re- 
^loadiag to Afr. Dughmi’s re- 
quest to postpone debate on a 
draft law on a trade protocol 
with Fiance because the minis- 
ters of finance and plthining 
. were absent from the session. 

. * Mr. Dughmi said the minis- 
ter's remark amounted to a 
personal insult as well as an 
insultfo riie House and deman- 
ded an apology. He threatened 
to rerign xriien House Speaker 
T^ier A1 Masri tried to contain 
the tehrion by asking for post- 
.poning discussioo of the issue. 

A number of deputies stood 
;. by Mr. Dughmi, who said be 
demanded tbe apology not just 
for himself but also for the 
f House. 

j “Some deputies met the 
r prime minister and we all 
: acoqnied his apology over the 
j sentence that des^bed Mr. 

\ Di^bmi's proposal as extrem- 
> ist and unsiutabte for a deputy. 

[ 1 ^1 cancel ritis sentence from 
I the records of the House,” Mr. 
r Masri said after a break he 
called when the uproar broke 
cut. 

*T thank you and I accept 
the apology whidi is not unex- 
pected from tbe prime minister 
and his manners,” said Mr. 
Du^mi, who told the Jordan 
Times later he would not res- 
ign. 

. Deputy Prime Minister 
Saeed AI Tal earlier said that 
Dr. Abu Nowar did not intend 
to insult Mr. Du^mi but said 
be withdr^ the word “ex- 
treniKt” if tbe deputy felt it 
was an insuh. 

Dr. Abu Nowar had also 
^ that he did not mean any 
insult to the deputy whom he 



Prime Minister Abdul Salam Maj^ and members of the cabinet 
attend Wednesday's session of (he Lower House of PUrriamuit 
(Photo by Yousef AI 'Allan) 


said he respected and he would 
apologise to Mr. Dughmi if the 
deputy thought be meant him 
any harm. 

“But I do not apologise for 
calling the proposal extrem- 
ist,” because pMtponing tbe 
(jraft law was unjustified, said 
Dr. Abu Nowar. adding that 
the government seeks to work 
faster in service of the people. 

But Mr. Dughmi insisted the 
miniscer apologise, and the up- 
roar did not end until Mr. 
Masri told the House that the 
prime minister had apologised. 

TTie House voted to post- 
pone discussion of the draft 
law on the trade protocol with 
France. The Judiciary Com- 
mittee has recommended the 
accord be endorsed. 

Daring the House session 
Wednesday, Mr. Masri urged 
tbe Judiciary Committee to 
work faster on draft laws that 
the House had referred to it. 

The committee suffered a 
setback when many of its mem- 
bers resigned in protest against 
what parliament^ sources de- 
scribed as Che dictatorial style 
of its president, Abdul Baqi 
Jammo. 

While discussing minister's 
responses to deputies' ques- 
tions, Islamic Action From 
Deputy Hamzeh Mansour said 
Jordanian nationality was “un- 
justifiably” withdrawn from 


citizens who had lived in Jor- 
dan^ since the. 1940s. 

Interior Minuter Salameh 
Hammad said Jordanian 
nationality cannot be with- 
drawn from any dtizen unless 
the documents upon which he/ 
she attained the nationality 
were false. 

A proposal to amend the 
nationality law in order to 
allow Jontenian women to give 
their nationality to their fore- 
ign husbands was referred to 
the Judiciary Committee last 
month. 

The House also rejected a 
proposal by Deputy Khalil 
Haddadin to cancel plans to 
transform the building of the 
Ministry of .'Public Works, 
which is adjacent to the House, 
into offices for deputies. 

Mr. Haddadin said the plans 
would cost the treasury an “un- 
acceptable” amount of JD 6 
million in costs for constructing 
another building for the minis- 
try. 

But Dr. Abu Nowar said the 
new building will not in any 
way cost as much and Deputy 
Abdul Raouf AI RawaMeh 
said the ministry’s building was 
the only adjacent structure that 
could be used by deputies. 

The House decided to meet 
twice at 10 a.m. during the 
month of Ramadan, whi^ be- 
gins next week. 


Syria 

rejects 

Israeli 

charge 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian 
offidals Wedn^day dismissed 
Israel’s public rebuke that 
Syria was not doing enough to 
euro attacks in the Smith Leba- 
non area occupied by Israel. 

Reacting to tbe critidsm by 
Israeli Prime Minister l^tzhak 
Ratun, tbe offidals said Syru 
would not act as a poUceman 
for Israeli occupation. 

“Syria believes the Lebanese 
people have a legitimate right 
to resist the Isradi occupation 
of their lands,” one sdd. 

“Because Ivael is refusing 
to implement U.N. resolutions 
calling for Israeli withdrawal 
from South Lebanon. Syria 
could not agree in any way to 
become a policeman for ths 
occupation.” he said. “When it 
ends its occupation mistance 
will end.” 

Mr. Rabin, speakit^ a day 
after four Isradi soldiers were 
killed in Lebanon by resistance 
fighters, accused Syria on 
Tuesday of not doing its part to 
curb such attacls. 

“Syria could use its influence 
to prevent me continuation of 
the Hizbollah activity. Syria 
isn't (he one comoiandiug 
them it’s Iran. Lebanon, but 
Syria could have used its influ- 
ence to limit the activity.” 

One Syrian offidal said Mr. 
Rabin was “fooling himself 
when he ignored the fact that 
his occupation of Lebanon was 
the cause of resistance.” 

On Wednesday Israel ac- 
cused Syrian President Hafez 
AI Ass^ of uring guerrilla 
violence in Lel»non as a lever 
to try to exact concessions 
from Israel in peace talks. 

Syrian offidw in turn ac- 
cuse Israel of escalating ten- 
sion in South Lebanon to 
evade making progress at the 
Arab-Israeli peace talks in 
which Syria, l^banon, Jordan 
and the Palestinians are caking 
part. 


Parliament urges government to 
take firm action against terrorism 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Low- 
er Hmtsf at ParUament Mon- 
day eoodenuied “terrorist 
acts eonunitted a gainst Jor- 
dan'* and declar ed ks full and 
absdnte support tar all mea- 
sures taken by the govem- 
Dent to protect the King- 
dom's security. 

la a statement issned 
Wednesday, the Bouse called 
on tbe govenunent to severriy 
punish those committing such 
acts. 


After being briefed- by In- 
terior Minister Salameh 
Hammad on a series (tf terror- 
ist acts targetting several 
Jordanian p^rcAaaUtix ^ in- 
duding securior personnel, 
the House expressed pride in , 
the Jordanian security per- 
sonnel “who are defending 
Che security, Craaqaility and 
safety of this country and hs 
people, and who managed to 
rev^ tbe identity of those 
ptoMing and executing these 
terrorist acts.** 


Tbe House, said the state- 
ment, “urges the members of 
the one Jmdaniaii family, 
government and people a^ 
security aparatus, to unify 
thrir ranks in the Csee at these 
terrorist plots wMch target 
this country, its fortitu^, 
IKt^ress and democradsation 
process.*' 

^'Tliis Lower House affimis 
to all that tlus steadhst coun- 
try will always, God willing, 
adhere to its principled stands 
and wiD always defend the 


causes of the Arab and Isla- 
mic nations, particular!}' the 
cause of Holy Jerusalem,'' the 
statement said. 

It added: “(Jordan) will 
always be under the Hashe- 
mite leadership and oasis of 
security and stability and a 
place of .Arab solidarity, 
agreement and recondliatioD, 
and will not by dissuaded 
fittm its principle stands oo 
Arab and telawiir any 
terrorist acts.” 


Arafat and Peres 
sign agreement 


CAIRO (AP) — Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres on Wednesday in- 
itialed an agreement on secur- 
ity issues that have blocked 
implementation of tbe Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO)-Israel peace accord. 

At a ceremony hosted by 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, the two signed a 
21-page document plus maps, 
much of it put togeiher in three 
days of marathon talks here. 

The document, Mr. Mubar- 
ak said, eliminates “several 
obstacles and paves the way” 
for an overall agreement to be 
negotiated later between Ara- 
fat and Prime ^nister Yitzhak 
Rabin. 

Israel and the PLO have 
been haggiing over security 
issues that have held up Israel’s 
withdrawal since the Dec. 13 
date set in the peace accord 
signed in Washington three 
months earlier. 

Tbe withdrawal will clear the 
way for limited self-rule for 
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip 
and West Bank town of 
Jericho. 

Mr. Peres said that among 
the issues still to be decided 
between Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Rabin was the size of tbe 
Jericho area to be ceded to 
'l^estinian control. 

After the signing, Mr. Ara- 
fat told reporters; “We consid- 
er what we have done in the 
past three days a major step for 
the implemeotation of the 
agreement, which we have 
signed in Washington” in 


September. 

In turn. Mr. Peres said: “I 
know that Chainnan Arafat 
had today some veiy difficult 
derisions, and so did Israel.” 
He said his talks with Mr. 
Arafot had settled 'Uve or six 
of the most complicated 
issues” but added: “We didn't 
complete our work.” 

Vfr. Arafat said the new pact 
was '‘a very important step to 
implement the agreement from 
paper to tbe ground.” 

He added: “We can say that 
Palestine — and the name of 
Palestine — has returned to 
the map of the Middle East.” 
As Mr. Peres and Mr. Ara- 
fat were speaking. President 
Clinton announced in 
Washington that the agree- 
ment had been reached. 

"Another big milestone has 
been achieved today,” Mr. 
Clinton told members of the 
World Jewish Congress. 

Tbe signing ceremony here 
was delayed for several hours 
by last-minute disputes that 
kept Egyptian Foreign Minis- 
ter Amr Musa doseted for 
several hours with Mr. Peres 
and Mr. Arafat. 

Israel Radio said that at one 
point, an infuriated Mr. Feres 
stormed out of the meeting, 
slamming the door behind him. 

Egyptian sources said that 
among tbe problems was bor- 
der crosang points and that 
there was still disagreement 
about who actually would 
stand at the border. 


(Continued on page 10) 


Sanaa government frees 
south-bouncf cargo plane 


SANAA (Agencies) — An 
Ugandan-flagged Boeing 707 
seized in northern Yemen be- 
cause it allegedly was carrying 
an onlicens^ cargo of light 
military gear destined for 
southern 'Yemen was allowed 
to leave Wednesday, aviation 
offidals said. 

The officials, who spoke on 
condition they not be named, 
said the plane was head^ to 
Kampala, Uganda, via 
Asmara, Ethiopia. It had been 
seized by Sanaa authorities 
Sunday. 

The officials did not know 
what happened to the cargo, 
said to include telecomnuoica- 
tions equipment, but they 
assume it remained in the 
hands of the nortberners. 

Yemen’s defence minister said 
00 Tuesday the plane seized in 
North Yemen wa^ carrying 
equipment for u^ by south- 
ern army units. 

“(The plane) was carrying 
batteries for communications 
sets used by military units in 
the southern and easiem pro- 
vinces, ’’ Haiiham Qasbem 
Taher said in a statement 
mued in Aden. 

'"nic southern and eastern 
provinces” is a term used too 
describe former South Yemen, 
which merged with the north to 
form a unified state in 1990. 

A TOliUcal quarrel between 
the former ruling parties oof 
north and south, now ostens- 
ibly partners in Yemen’s gov- 
ernment, raised fears unity 
might be in danger. The two 
have signed an agreement to 


end their differences by 
Thursday." 

The Boeing 707 had been 
held in tbe northern airport of 
Hodieda since Sunday after 
being seized in what southern 
officials and the plane's British 
owners Ana Aviation said 
was “an act of air piracy.” 

Officials at Aden airport 
said the plane was on a ieeiii- 
mate flight to the south. t>ut 
the norm said it had entered 
Yemeni airspace illegally and 
was carryino communications 
e(]uipmeni for military use. 

Diplomats in Sanaa said the 
plane's seizure added to the 
complexity of the quarrel be- 
tween the southern Yemen 
Socialist Party (YSP) and the 
northern General Peoples 
Congress (GPC) that has held 
tbe country- by the throat since 
July. 

Thev said the incident 
showed divisions between the 
armed forces of the two former 
Yemens, still far from inte- 
grated despite the merger. 
Wre becmmng more marked. 

Mr. Taher is a YSP member, 
and, like other southern minis- 
ters. has remained in the for- 
mer southern coital of Aden 
during the YSP's feud with 
President All Abdullah Saleh's 
GPC. 

Southern troops are effec- 
tively under the control of Mr. 
Taher and the YSP, while 
northern troops follow the 
orders of the UPC. the diplo- 
mats said. 

Mr. Taher’s statement said 

(Continued on page 10) 



AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san said Wednesday that the 
Jordanian leadership is keen 
on developing the administra- 
tive system in the country to 
cope with tbe requirements of 
tbe peace process. 

Addressing a meeting with 
the secretaries-general of 
ministries and directors of de- 
partments at the Royal Court, 
the Crown Prince said utmost 
coordination was needed 
among tbe various depart- 
ments to achieve that goal. 

He said that the country- 
should be ready for the out- 
come of the peace process as it 
was ready to confront the con- 
sequences of the war and the 
Israeli aggression in 1967. 

Noting that the meeting was 
held wifo the heads of depart- 
ments just before the start of 
tbe Holy Month of Ramadan. 
Prince Hassan said that during 
the coming month the depart- 
ments should intensify their 
efforts and work harder. 

The Crown Prince called 
attention to the need for close 
cooperation among the execu- 
tive, legislative and judicial 
brandies of government to re- 
flect tbe counriy's commitment 
to democracy and democratic 
rule in word and practice. 


NATO to threaten 
Serbs with strikes 


BRUSSELS (AP) — After 
months of indecision. North 
Atlantic Organisation 
(NATO) allies tentatively 
agreed late Wednesday to 
warn the Bosnian Serbs to 
either lift their murderous 
siege of Sarajevo or face air 
raids, diplomats said. 

But the Serbs, apparently 
seeking to head off NATO air 
strikes, arranged a quick cease- 
fire with the United Nations 
and pledged to withdraw their 
artillery from around the be- 
sieged city and put it under 
U.N. monitoring. 

Despite the Serb announce- 
ment, the ambassadors of the 
16-nation NATO went ahead 
and backed a U.S. -French 
proposal to lay down a dead- 
line for the Serbs, according to 
diplomats at the meeting. 

Under the plan tentatively 
agreed on, the allies would 
carry out air strikes against the 
Serte if they failed to withdraw 
within 10 days the more than 
500 heavy guns that for nearly 
two years have been pounding 
Sarajevo. 

NATO was expected to ask 
U.N. chief Boutros Ghali to 
decide when to begin the 10- 
day waiting period, according 
to diplomats. 


Diplomats were consulting 
with the capitals for final 
approval, diplomats said. 

Early in their talks, diplo- 
mats had said a consensus 
emerged that NATO “should 
take a position that can really 
be carried out,” a senior diplo- 
mat said on condition of 
anonymity. 

But the length of their talks 
— well into the evening — 
suggested the allies were si.'^jg- 
gling to gain unanimous 
approval for a decision that 
could lead to N.ATO’s first 
offensive militaiy action bin 44 
years. 

Canada, which has some 
2,(X)0 peacekeepers in the re- 
gion, was worried that any air 
strikes would invite repnsals 
from the Serbs and hinder the 
delivery of desperately needed 
humanitarian aid to the war's 
victims. 

Diplomats said Canada 
wanted unspecified guarantees 
for the safety of its' U.N. sol- 
diers. 

In Athens. Greek govern- 
ment spokesman Evangelos 
Venizelos said his country tra- 
ditionally sympathetic towards 
Serbs — would not block an 
allied decision to bomb Serb 
targets. 


His Royal Htgiin*** Crown Prince Hassan Wednesday addresses 
beads of varitMis government departments and agencies (Petra) 

Crown Prince; Ramadan 
is a month of work 


“It would not be possible for 
this country, which has 
achieved progress in many 
fields, to attain success in the 
coming stage unless it has 
achiev^ progress in develop- 
ing its administrative system,” 
be added. 

He reiterated His Majesty 
King Hussein's directives for 
the government to reward (de- 
dicated employees in a bid to 
promote effective public admi- 
nistration. 

The Crown Prince urged 
Calrinet members to organise 
weekly meetings with the 
beads of their departments and 
secretaries-general to work 
together and to come up with 
solutions to their urgent issues. 

Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
AI Maj^i, who was present at 
the meeting delivered a brief 
speech, reiterating the govern- 
ment’s decision to support the 
creative elements in public 
administration. 

He stressed that the 
secretaries-general and direc- 
tors of departments shoulder a 
responsibility towards develop- 
ing the system, noting that the 
country's economic security 
can only be ensured through a 
sound and effective public 
administration. 
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U.N. to use gentler 
tactics in Somalia 

‘No more offensives byU.N.’ 


Iran links Rafsanjani 
plot to embassies 


U.N. appeals for $280m 
as Sudan war worsens 


MOGADISHU fAFP) — The 
United Nations, criticised for 
heavy-handed military strikes 
in Somalia, has changed policy 
to favour ''a lighter touch." the 
world body’s number two offi- 
dal in Mogadishu said. 

U.N. Deputy special envoy 
Lansana Kouyate ruled out 
Further attacks' of the sort that 
drew criticism when U.N. 
peacekeepers killed and 
wounded civilians during 
clashes with warlord Moham- 
mad Farah Aideed's miiitia* 
men last year. 

“We have been trying to talk 
to Aideed's Somali National 
Alliance since July, and the 
conditions during those times 
were not always favourable, 
but now things should be bet- 
ter." said Mr. Kouyate. who 
will tempKirarily replace out- 
going special envoy Jonathan 
Howe when he leaves Somalia. 

Mr. Howe, a retired U.S. 
admiral, became personally 
identified with the U.N.'s 
abortive hunt for Gen. 
Aidekd, whose militiamen kil- 
led scores of peacekeepers in- 
cluding two do 2 cn Americans. 
According to a statement from 
U.N. headquarters in New 
York last week. Mr. Howe will 
leave "soon". 

Mr. Kouyate, a career diplo- 
mat from Equatorial Guinea, 
told AFP on Monday that the 
U.N. could still put past mis- 
takes behind it and help recon- 
cile Somalia's warring factions 
deqMte mounting fears of re- 
newed clan-ba^d factional 
fighting after U.S. troops with- 
draw ncA month. 

He downplayed tension over 
the killing of eight Somalis by 
U.S.Marines last week, despite a 
demonstration by hundreds of 
people here Sunday to protest 
the deaths. 

The Marines said they had 
fired into a crowded intersec- 
tion after Somali gunmen shot 
at them. Bui the version was 
disputed by Gen. Aideed's fac- 
tion and witnesses including 
Bangladeshi U.N. troops — 
who said the first shots seemed 
to have been Americui. 

“I'm suns, despite mistakes,, . 
that if we keep calm and priori- 
tise prace, then we sba^ suc- 
ceed," Mir. Kouyate said. “The 
fiindamenta) question now is 
the tactic to use on the street," 

He said the U.N. would em- 
ploy more diplomacy and less 
foree. “In tlw past there was 


great passion and emotion, and 
what we need now i$ a lighter 
touch," he said. 

Mr. Howe launched the hunt 
for Gen. Aideed after the war- 
lord allegedly masterminded 
the killings of 24 Pakistani 
peacekeepers on June 5. 

But when 18 Americans died 
in an Oct. 3 firefight sparked 
by an attempt to capture Gen. 
Aideed. President Bill Ginton 
quickly ordered U.S. forces to 
withdraw from Somalia by the 
end of March. 

Other Western countries 
also decided to pull out their 
troops and the U.N. cancelled 
a warrant for Gen. Aideed's 
arrest in November. 

Mr. Kouyate stressed that 
Somalis would have to help 
improve security after a spate 
of attacks against foreign aid 
agencies and troops that have 
forced relief groups to cut staff 
in several towns around the 
country in the past few weeks. 

‘Tf the general security 
situation improves, and much 
of that is in their (the Somalis') 
hands, then we will be able to 
solve many problems. But they 
can't expect us to solve all 'of 
their problems." 

Mr. Kouyate downplayed 
clan fighting in the capital 
Mogadishu that killed 15 peo- 
ple last month, saying it would 
be unrealistic to expect vio- 
lence to disappear overnight. 

• Many Somalis fear factional 
fitting will erupt after the 
U.S. and other Western troops 
leave next month. 

A confidential U.N. intelli- 
gence report obtained by AFP 
last weekend predict^ re- 
newed war. It also accused 
Gen. Aideed of plotting to 
attack the essentially l^ird 
World U.N. force that will 
remain after March to force 
the U.N. to quit Somalia. 

Italiart Defence Minister 
Fabbio Fabri has also forecast 
that Somalia's clan-based fac- 
tions wili take up arms again, 
and the U.S. government is 
divided over whether it will be 
safe to keep American diplo- 
mats here- after Man±. 

Mr. Kouyate said “gun law" 
had flourished in Somalia be- 
cause of widespread unem- 
frioymem. 

"We have to find jobs for 
former militia, giving them 
some kind of alternative to 
militia or violence," he said. 


NICOSIA (R) - A man 
arrested for his alleged in- 
volvement in an assassination 
plot against Iran's President 
had links to foreign embassies 
in Tehran, a senior Iranian 
official was on Wednesday 
quoted as saying. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA said (ntelUgence Minis- 
ter Ali Faliahiyan told the 
Salam nev^paper. which on 
Tuesday had queried the offi- 
cial version of the plot, that 
one of the people arrested 
"had contacts with certain 
embassies." 

IRNA said Mr. Faliahiyan. 
who is in charge of inremation- 
al security, declined to identify 
the embassies involved for 
security reasons. 

' Mr. Faliahiyan named the 
main culprit in the plot as 
Morteza Mehrpour who he 
said was an aicholic and led an 
immoral life. 

He did not say whether Mr. 
Mehropour was among the 
more than 20 people detained. 

He said Mr. Mehrpour 
brainwashed Kourosh Nikakh- 
tar. the man who fired the 
shots fioma small-caJibre pistol 
while President Akbar Hashe- 
mi Rafeanjani was speaking at 
a Feb. 1 ceremony at the shrine 
of the late Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini. 

Mr. Faliahiyan told a news- 
paper on Monday that more 
than 20 people had been 
arresTed in connection with 
the plot and some of them had 
links with "atheist, leftist 
groups." 

Mr. Faliahiyan said Mr. 
Mehropoor had been a police- 
man under the shah. Iran's 
former ruler who was toppled 
by the revolution, and later a 
member of the pro-Soviet 
Fedayan Khaiq group. 

He said Nikakhtar was a 
journalist with Negahbffh 
(guardian), which is a monthly 
police magazine, and other 
publications. 

Mr. Fullahiyan said some 
other suspects involved in the 
plot worked on Iranian new- 
papers. 

"If their role becomes clear 
to a fundamental way we shall 
take serious action." 

"The global .artogance has. 
anemptea . in -many ways to 
pressure the 'Islamic Republic 
and the Iranian nation," he 
added. 

"There are others who 
helped the group in one way or 
another, some of whom unfor- 
tunately hold jobs in newspap- 
ers. If and when their exact 


role become clear to us, we 
will take serious action," Mr. 
Faliahiyan told Radio Tehran 
on Tuesday. 

He said Mr. Nikakhtar entered 
the shrine un the Saturday 
before the Feb. 1 ceremony 
which marked the ISth 
anniversary of Ayatollah 
Khomeini's return to Iran at 
the start of the revolution. 

Mr. Nikakhtar was looking 
for a place from which to shoot 
at Mr. Rafsanjani but unable 
to get close to him. 

"ne found an uncrowded 
spot 50 or 60 metres away and 
then he aimed the first bullet 
towards the stand. But he got 
nervous and emptied the rest 
of the magazine... (then) but 
he was grabbed by people," 
Mr. Faliahiyan said. 

"The crowd severely beat 
him up before he was led away 
by security officers," he added. 

Iran's Salam newspaper 

a ueried the official version of 
le shooting incident on Tues- 
day. the first time such ques- 
tions had come from the Iranian 
media. 

"Given (Nikakhtar's) fami- 
liarity with the function of pis- 
tols why did he commit the 
stupid aa (of shooting) from 
such* a distance from which 
aiming was impossible and the 
bullets could not have had any 
elective impact?" the paper 
asked. . 

“How (Ud he manage to get 
a Colt pistol through tne 
checkpoints and enter the im- 
am's (Khomeini's) shrine on a 
day when many famous domes- 
tic and foreign personalities 
were present?" the paper 
added. 

"We hope the answers to all 
such questions... vnll be offi- 
cially given to the media in the 
future," it concluded. 

Mr. Faliahiyan named two 
other people, said to be in- 
volved in the plot, as Morteza 
Mehrpoor and Mohammad 
Musavinia. It was not clear if 
they were among those 
arrested. 

Mr. Mehrpoor had been a 
policeman under the Shah, 
Iran's former ruler who was 
toppled by the 1979 Iranian 
revolution, and later a member 
of the pro-Soviet Fedayan 
Khaiq group. 

Mr. Musavinia "was influ- 
enced by negative a^cts of 
things in’sode^ that tie used to 
pick up' from newspapers and 
discuss (with the other plot- 
ters) in their meetings," he 
added. 

Mr. Faliahiyan told the radio 
that since March 1993 Iran had 
arrested 40 spies with Iraqi 
connections . 


By John Wei£ 
Reuter 

SHAATI REFUGEE 
CAMP, Gaza Strip — A 
crowd cheers as riders crack 
their whips and stallions gal- 
lop around the track, churn- 
ing up the soft white sand of a 
Mediterranean beach. 

It's a day at the races in the 
Gaza Strip, better known for 
its poverty, violence and 
some of the world's worst 
slums. 

Horse racing is becoming 
an increasingly popular sport. 
Palestinians drop the politic 
and economic crises that con- 
sume them for the rest ^ the 
week to go to the track on 
Fridays- 

Betting is frowned upon as 
anti-religious in this staunch- 
ly Muslim area. Prizes are 
strictly honorary — plaques 
and shields. 

None of the riders at the 
Gaza ucuestrian Club meet- 
ing woulld fit in at the genteel 
gatherings elsewhere in the 
w'orld. 

Mahmoud Badwan, 16, 


won his race wearing green 
guerrilla fatimes. 

Noma'a Abu Nimr wears 
the scraggy beard of a com- 
mitted Muslim fimdameotal- 
ist and is feesb from Friday 
prayers in a Gaza mosque. 
His white turban streams be- 
hind him in the wind, turning 
him into a horseman from the 
legendary thousand and one 
Qi^ts. 

Zzd Abdul Naby, bom a 
refugee and living in Jabalya. 
one of Gaza's worst slums, 
grew up enchanted by his 
grocer rather's work horse. 
At the ^ of 29 he has 
become G^'s first profes- 
SKmal breeder with five 
mares and two stallions. 

"I've done nothing else 
since I was 10. People here 
love horses, they die for the 
horses." he said, keenly 
watdiing the Arab stallions 
and crossbreeds for signs of 
more talent. 

About 500 people watch 
riders career rouna the 1.6- 
kilometre oval track, a heavy 
expense for the club when it 
was carved out of the sand by 
mechanical diggers last year 


at a cost of about $7,000. 

Young b(^ and men see 
the steeds on at the starting 
line of each race and then run 
across the inside of the oval 
to catch them at the finish. 

The atmosphere is infor- 
mal — too informal for ex- 
asperated race organisers. 

They beflow through louds- 
peakers to clear the starting 
line of admiring teenagers 
who crowd round the riders 
and their horses. Twice, 
horses- veer out of control, 
one going off towards the sea 
and another cantering 
straight into the crowd, pan- 
ing the fans like a knife 
through hot butter. 

About 25 riders usually 
compete on race day, 
although club oigam'sers say 
there are about 2W who take 
part in any one season. Some 
come from the West Bank or 
are bedouin Arabs from 
areas inside Israel. 

A pro n n siD g foal fetches 
Sl.OOO, and u champion up to 
S6,0(X), an enormous sum iu 
Osaa where unemployment 
tops 60 per cent. 

But although the racers are 


relatively well-offi, they are 
far from rich. 

"It is so expensive my 
brothers and I put everything 
we have into the horse," said 
Badwan, who works on a 
building site. "1 don’t buy 
clothes or go anywhere." 

Mr. Abdul Naby said the 
club had ambitious plans, like 
building a small stadium at 
the track and even starting a 
rkfiDg school. 

"More and more people 
are drawn to the horses, 
especially as it is part of our 
Qoole Arab traditions," Mr. 
Abdul Naby said. 

For Gazans, who see their 
conflia with Israel's army as 
a struggle for their Arab and 
Muslim identity, horse- 
manship harks back to the 
golden age of Arab riders 
who conquered lands from 
Spain to the frontiers of mod- 
ern China. 

It is also religiously sanc- 
tioned; "Teach your children 
swimming, archeiy and riding 
horses," said Mohammad A1 
Jened. quoting a well-known 
saying of the Prophet 
Mohammad. 


GENEVA (AP) — The Un- 
ited Nations on Tuesday 
appealed for $280 million to 
help victims of civil war and 
drought in Sudan, warning that 
fighting was worse than ever 
before. 

"The civil war has had highs 
and lows, but it's currently 
reaching a new peak in terms 
of brutality and the impact on 
the populations in the war 
zone," said Charles Lamu- 
niere, a top U.N. aid official. 

Mr. Lamuniere said more 
than 200,000 people in south- 
ern Sudan hao been totally cut 
off from outside help because 
of the latest govenunent offen- 
sives against rebel-held areas 
near the Ugandan border. 

These induded 120.000 re- 
fugees stranded in three camps 
near the border and a funher 
70,000 displaced people fleeing 
the fighting, he said. 

, “The situation is deteriora- 
t»ng extensively," Philip 
O'Brien, coordinator of the 
U.N.'s Operation Lifeline 
Sudan, said from his base in 
Nairobi. "We are getting re- 
ports of many wounded.'^ 

O'Brien said there were 
heavy bombardments around 
the three refugee camps at 
Aswa. Ate{» and Ame and that 
their inhabitants were likely to 
flee. 

Ugandan authorities said 
Monday that the 70.000 re- 
fugees already on the move 
had been prevented by 
Sudanese rebels from crossing 
into safety in Uganda. The 
rebels denied the charges. 

Mr. Lamuniere told a news 
conference that the latest com- 
bat was "brutal” even by the 
standards of the 10-year-oId 
civil war. The government 
usually launches offensives 
during the November to April 
dry season. 

Relief workers believe the 
government apparently wants 
to seize land near the extreme 
southern borders with 2^re. 
Uganda and Kenya, in the . 
hope of cutting off supply 
routes to rebel leader John 


Garang. 

Khartoum authorities have 
denied the offensives, claiming 
the battles are a result of hos- 
tility between different fa^'ons 
of the Sudan People's Libera- 
tion Array (SPLA) rebel 
movement. 

The insurgents took up arms 
in 1^3 to press for increased 
autonomy and development 
for the estimated 3.5 million 
people in the predominantly 
Afri^, animisC and Christian 
south. The area, about the size 
of France, has traditionally 
been dominated by the Muslim 
and Arab north. 

Despite the fighting, the Un- 
ited Nations manage to send 
110,000 tonnes of food into 
Sudan last year, up firom a 
previous average of about 
46,(X)0 tonnes. This was thanks 
to an expansion of the airdrops 
and the use of barges along the 
Nile following agreements with 
both the government and re- 
bels. 

Unlike many private relief 
organisations who operate in- 
dependently in the war-torn 
south, the United Nations goes 
through official channels. 

Mr. Lamuniere said this 
year's appeal was aimed at 
getting food and relief supplies 
to a total of five million dvi- 
liaos. This included 1.3 million 
dependent on food aid as a 
result of the drought and 
famine in the oonb of the vast 
horn of African country. 

Mr Lamuniere. who heads 
the U.N.'s • D^artmcnt of 
Humanitarian Affairs in Gene- 
va, said the outlook was 
gloomy. 

"The crops have been totally 
devastated, wth oil produc- 
tion," he said of the situation 
in the north. He warned that 
tiiere might be a mass exodus 
a« whole populations moved in 
search of food and water. 


and water. 


Adding to the woes of one of 
the world's most blighted 
countries, disease like AIDS 
and kala-azar were wreaking 
-havoc, he said. 


Militants order Egyptians 
to witlidraw bank savings 


Gaza horsemen rise out of refugee camps 


CAIRO (AFP) — The main 
Muslim militaQt grpijp here has 
given all Egypdam two weeks 
to withdraw tWir money from 
banks and claimed a bomb . 
-attain on a branch in Cairo. 

Interior Minister Hassan A1 
Alfi later dismissed statements 
issued by the outlawed mili- 
tants as “fireworks." which 
p^'ed the “failure" of their 
violent campaign. 

The Gamaa A1 Islaanyah 
group, which has carried out 
systematic attacks aimed at 
toppling Egypt's secular gov- 
ernment, said it planted the 
bomb which exploded outside 
(be private A1 Ahli Bank here 
Monday night. 

The bomb went off after the 
bank closed, to avoid causing 
any injuries, said the statement 
which was sent to AFP, 

The group said it had also 
left timebombs outside the 
misr and the central banks 
here, but police defused them. 

General Alfi said the bomb- 
ing proved that the militants 
"are just seeking to prove that 
they still exist on tiK political 
scene." 

Their "failure*' was due to 
“the success of the security 
services, which have taken the 
initiative recently and des- 
troyed several terrorist hide" 
outs." he told reporters. 

Al Gamaa said \t was giving 
Egyptians two weeks to with- 
draw all their cash from Egyp- 
tian banks, warning that ii.'« 
campaign against "usury" will 
become "more violent and 
ferocious." Islam prohibits the 
charging of interest on loans. 

The "threat also covered 
Egyptians working abroad and 
investors, and the group said 
banks were being used by “top 


officials who deposit wh’’^ Ih-v 
. iiave stolen from people sti 
gling with life's harosnius. 

The militants are crying to 
cripple the Egyptian economy 
as part of thmr campaign to 
bring down the government of 
President Hosni Mubarak and 
install an Iranian-style Islamic 
republic. 

Al Gamaa has urged tourists 
and foreign investors to quit 
the country, saying it is step- 
ping up its violent campai^ 
following the killing of seven of 
its members by the security 
forces last week. 

The bank attacks were the 
third of seven revenge opera- 
tions. following two last week 
in which two policemen were 
killed in Asyut province. Up- 
per Egypt, tne statement said. 
The re^on is a hotbed of Isla- 
mic militancy. 

The group offered to stop its 
campai^ if .the government 
“halts trials of our militants 
before military courts, torture, 
hostage-taking (of suspects' re- 
latives) and frees all fun- 
damentalist prisoners." 

Almost 300 people have died 
since the fundamentalists be- 
gan their campaign two years 
ago. and the money-spinning 
tourist industry has been 
brought to its knees. 

Police said two Coptic 
Christians were shot and 
wounded ^ suspected mem- 
bers of Al Gamaa late Monday 
in Assyut province. 

*ntree attackers opened fire 
at Yousri Garas, Owner of a 
shoe shop, and his nei^bour 
Alfi Louis, in Um AJ Oussur 
village near Manfalut. some 
350 kilometres south of Cairo. 
They were both hit in the arm. 


NEWS IN BlUir 


Dutch minister pledges aid for GazaJ^^ | 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — The Dut&inister for i 
foreign trade on Tuesday pledged at least $20 mfl^ to build a ' 
port in the Gaza Strip and too help reverse clamic enviroa- 
mental problems. Minister Yvonne van Rooy^ made ibe 
statement after touring refugee camps iii the occupied Gaza 
Strip and meetine with senior Palesliniaii .-offidals is East 
Jerusalem. She said the Dutch gpveniiaeot -tiadbeeo askedby 
the World Bank, which is coormnating oyer ^billion 
to help the Paiestinian autonomy governmeni;. to cpim:^e 
on environmental problems like pollution and .sew^g^Tfhe 
European Community has pledged $600 the 

minister said her lour was to be asse %yhai was 

needed, adding chat the NetherlandifeyS!^ an 

additional $20 million towards buudi^ 

Abu Ziad, who headed the Palestiman dekagm^g^th^ 
meeting with the minister, said in that addition 
environmental matters, they disnisred the po^'^tyiOf DutA 
aid for electricity and for rehabilitating Pmestinian-pzisdners. 

Cyprus talks to begin on Feb. 17 \ ~ 

NICOSIA (R) — Leaders of the Greek and C%m'« , 

communities in divided Cyprus will begm talks on;Fto.^lT on a 
U.N.-proposed package of confidence-biiflo^ measu^, an 
offidal source said on Tuesday. U.N. envoy JotGafk ^'od a 
group of U.N. experts will arrive on the island cm Saturday, 
me offidal added. Mr. Clark will attend the initialphasedf the 
talks which will continue with U.N. Resident l^refentativ« 
Gustave Feissel. Cy'prus President Glafcds Oefide?' and 
Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash, whose ;s ^fefed ^ 
republic is recognised only by Turkey, accepted^^^^^uuie.i 
in prindple last week. The U.N. package oimea^^^^fbr 
the reopening of the disused Nicosia internatw wJMg W 
under U..N. control, and reopening the desCTKO?&^ 
<i^riot-owned tourist resort of Varosha, which is the Tux^sb- 
occupied north. . - 

' Iran, Pakistan and U.N. discuss drug cuit» ; ^ 

NICOSLA (R) — Iran, Pakistan and U.N. officials haveheld 
talks in southeastern Iran on ways of curbing a thriyii^drug 
trade in the region bordering Pakistan, the Iramao''|M^ 
agency IRNA reponed. IRNA said on Tuesday night that 
officials from Iran, Pakistan and the United NatiousOn^ 
Control Programme met on Monday in Zahedan. -IRNA 
quoted the head of the Iranian delegati^*^ to the^ -taiBa, All 
Beheshti, as saying the three sides planned to-sign a dn^ 
control programme soon and that the UNDCP- would hejp 
coordinate between Pakistan-Iran border posts. Iran had said 
on Sunday it reinforced security forces in the southeastern 
province bordering Pakistan and Al^anistan. 

Sultan of Brunei leaves Kuwait 

KUW'AIT (R) — The sultan of Brunei left Kuwmt on 
Wednesday after a three-day official visit which inclnded. talks 
with the emir, the official Kuwait News Agency reported. 
Sultan Sir Hassanai Bolkiah was seen off by cabinet members, 
iucludins Crown Prince and Pi 'nie Minister Sheikh Saad Al 
Abdullah Al Sabah and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah. The agenn* did not say where he was.going. 
The sultan, who arrived on Sunday fixim Iran, hdd talks with 
the emir. Sheikh Jaber ^ Ahmad Al Sabah, visited a war 
memorial and awarded prizes at horse races orgmiised-m his 
honour. The sultan was accompanied by senior officials 
including Minister of Finance Prir.ee Jefri Boikiah and Internal 
Affairs Minister Pehin Dato Haji Isa Ibrahim. 

King Hassan confers with U.S. envoy - ; : . 

RABAT (R) — T King Hassan of ' Morocco cd Tuesday 
conferred with U.S. presidential envoy Robert Oakley at the 
iwol palacp of Bouznika,. 25 kilometres south -of- Rabat, the 
Moroccan news agency MAP said. Mr. Oakley, presidentii^ 
envoy to Somalia, gave the Moroccan monarch a messil^ 
from President Bill Clinton. Morocco Ia participating 'wmi 
United Nations troops in Somalia in the “Restore Hope" 
operation. 

Saudi Arabia awards King Faisal prizes " 

DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia awarded five of its Kirig Faisal 
International Prizes to Muslim '*cholar« Western 

-cientistv an.i Arab A'omen |. 5i. \u iiieraiure, ah 

official statement said on Tuesday, 'me prize, which Saudi 
Arabia started granting to Islamic scholars and leading 
scientists in 1981. is worth 350,000 Saudi rivals ($93,000).' The 
statement was sent to Reuters fro* I'ene-ral secr.'’i?-''2: 
administering the prize m Riyadh. i uc , . foi science ^»coi 
to Dennis Parnell Sullivan, a mathematics professor at*New 
York City Univ’ersity, while the medicine ‘prize was shared 
between two geneticists, William French Anderson of the 
University of Southern California and Robert Williamson of 
London’s Saint Mary's School of Medicine. TTie prize foi 
Islamic studies went jointly to Sheikh Al Said Sabiq Moham- 
mad Al Tihami, an Egyptian professor of Islamic Latv at 
Mecca *.s Uram Al Qura univeraiiy and Sheikh Yousef Abdal- 
lah Al Qaradhawi at Qatar University. The prize for serviee to 
Islam went to Saudi Muslim scholar Sheikh Mohammad Ben 
Saleh Al Uthaimin. The Arabic literature prize was woo by 
two female academics, Egypt's Aisha Abdul Rahman Bim Al 
Shan and Lebanese Wudad Afif Al Kadi, for their work oa 
early Arabic prose. |r . 

Kuwait seeks more foreign preachers " ' 

JKJWAIT (R) — Kuwait has sent officials to Egypt to recnitt 
a mosque preachers and 89 nmerans or prayer callers, the 
English-language Arab Times said on Wednesday. The news- 
paper quoted officials as saying that of the emirate’s^ 
mosques, onoly 720 had imams or preachers and 525 Md 
muezzins. Kuwait has traditionally employed a number of 
fore^ preachp to work at mosques attended by many of its 
n^dreds of thousands of Muslim expatriate workers. The 
Minisdy of Islamic Affairs will seek to fill 
124 Of the outstanding vacancies, provided the candidates had 
graduated in Islamic studies and were able to recite the Koran 
Gorrectly. 
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Dcserb 

Jordan Vullcv .. 
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is 


C. 'rSLEPMONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHTDUTV 

AMMArt: 

Dr. FakhriTaych 885880 

Dr. Basaini Oaddumi 648633 

Dr. Mohaminad Al Ghoul 790^ 

Dr. Abdui Wahab Awad 846070 

FirasfAvRiacy 6&]9)2 

Fcnlowsiriiannat^ 778336 

Al Asema pharm^ 637055 

Nairaufch phamiacv 623672 


EMERGENCIES 

Gvjl Defence Oeparunent 661 1 1 1 

Gvil Defence Immcdiaic 

Rescue. 630341 

Gvil Defence Emagenev 199 

Rescue Police I9Z.62M11. 637777 

Rrc Bri^dc 891228 

Bkiod Bank 77512] 

Highway Mice 843402 

Traffic FoKce 896390 

PublkSccuriiy Departmcni .... 630321 

Hotel CoiTiplainB 605800 

Pita Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Cbtrqriainis 78711] 

Telephone Information 

I'dircaun'SfU'i'inee} i2i 

•>cr«asCi;i;is 

Ammai Tciephone 

F.i.’pairs 6231UI 

.■•.■•.;:jli'rdcphonc Repairs WillOI 


Yesterday's high icmpcraiuTes: Am- 
man 14. Aqaba 21, Humktily readings; 


.. ; 


'v:i‘.inTclcvBiOn 

Dr. r.'. . . 

) 

RjdJu Jordan 

A* ph-rm'.:. 

t— ) 

Water Authority 

Jordan Electikity Auibrnfly 
Electric Power 

ZARQA: 


Company 

Dr. Issa AlOmari 

901266 

RJ Pli^ Information 

Kbalich pharmacy 

98S4I7 

Oueen Alia Inti. Adport 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Huscin Medtai Centre 813813/32 

KhaSdi Maternity. l.Anui... 64428i/6 
AkilebMalcmity.J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maicmiiy 6U363 

Malhas,J. Aoiman 636140 

Pakstinc. Shmeisam 664)71/4 

Shmeisani Hospstal 669131 

tiniverAy Hospital USMS 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The tetamie. Abdali 666127/37 

A^Ah^l.Abdaii 664f64« 

Italian. Al>Muhajceen 777101/3 

Ai-Bashir, J. AshiaBch 7751 1 1/26 

Anny.Maika 8916M/IS 

Ovecn Alia HospiiaJ 602240/50 

Araal Hospitai 674155 

Zi\KQA: 

Zdrqn Govt. Hff'piijI (09)9X3323 

ZarquNalkmalfio&pital .. 109)900560 

IbnSinaHo^lal (09)9M732 

Al Hikma Modem Hoqriial (09|9W90 

OUUD: 

Princess Ba«na Hos|^ .. (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hos^ial (02)27^5 

Ibn A] Nareci Hospital (02)247100 

AQMAs 

Princess Haya Hopiial .... (03)3I4||| 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This ialdmutioa if supplied by Aoya/ 
JbrdsiiMfi (RJ) iafarmation de^/r- 
fiKfir at the Gucen Aba totcrnalional 
Ahpoft Ta. (08)S3300-S. where h 
wM always be verilicd. 

AmUVMLS 

Royal Jordmlan (RJ) Flights 
(tennlRal '0 

04m Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

N30 Adcn(RJ) 

•7tl0 Sanaa (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

Riyadh (RJ) 

m-JO Ncw[>cihi(Rj) 

lOriM Beirut (RJ) 

Colombo (Rj) 

16:45 .... New York. AmsicrdaniCRji 

Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

IBJ8 London. Berlin (RJ) 

IMO Casa Blanca. Tunis (RJ) 

19:30 Baitgleok. Calcutta (RJ) 

28dl0 Romc(RJ) 

20:20 Athens, Lamaca(RJ) 

MhlO Cairo (RJ) 

03m Jeddah (RJ) 


Wyadh(SU) 

Ronw (AZ) 

Cairo IMS) 

S'Jf Beirut (ME) 

....btanboirTK) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (Rj) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

2^ Beirut (RJ) 

fSft i^aba(Rj) 

!f"r - Romc(RJ) 

J'2® Arasierdam.Chtaigei(Rj) 

Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Montreal. Toronto (RJ) 

is Lamaca. Athens (RJ) 

SS London (RJ) 

5^ Jeddah (RJ 

5!i2 ;j»c«ldah(add)(Rj) 

„:2 puhai. Muscat (RJi 

asas .... Kuala Lumpur.Jakarta(RJ) 

Other Fllghia (Terminal 2} 

Damascus (AF) 

Sin BciruuME 

2.« Dama^(AZ) 

Sg <^ro(MS) 


Dqt.AnauR &OOaJiLnciyMniiqr 

ArT. nmirciu S.-OOp.n.cvefyMoiuhg' 

Pep. nmn s oB 7i30a.n.««ciySsiidar 

Arr. Atunao SKlOpja.cfciySaday 

market VmGBS 

Vpperriower price In IBs per kg. ' 

Apple i-6S«S0i 

Banana 680- 

Banana (Mulcamiiini) 620 

Cabbage TO 1 40 ^ 

Carrot 200n20 

Cauliflower 1 l(V 60 

Clementine 260^^ 

Cucumbers (iai;^) 1407 lOD. 

CuQimbenismaH) 28(1/300 

Eggplant .170/80 

Garlie OOQfiDO 

Grape Fruit - 22DflfiO 

Green beans 'TSO/SB 

Lemon ^ 

Marrow(lari^) .140/100 

Marrow (small) 280 /200 

Olwcs(green) TOQiSOO 

Orange 640/100 I 

Onkm(dry) 350/3OO 

Onion(grm) 200/1^0 

Pcppcr(hot) 230/220 

Pdp^r(5wcct) 2867 200 

Potato .2101200 

Radish 1201 BO 

Tomato 2WV0 

Spinach 130/3} 

Stringbeafts 660/ W 
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REMEMBERING queen ALIA: His 
Majesty King Hussein Wednesday ^t$ the 
tomb of the late Queen Alia. King Hussein 
was accompanied by Her Royal Highness 
Princess Ha 3 ^ Bint A1 Hussein, daughter of 


the late Queen, and Chiri' of the Royal 
Court Shsurif Zeid Ben Shaker. Queen Alia 
was killed in a 1977 helicopter cra^ while 
returning to Amman from a visit to the 
southern regions (Petra photo) 
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King receives Samsung official 


ns: 


dcsi- 

''hk-hisu,^,';- 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
We^esday received at the 


iSScir 


' ' Royal Court Chairman of the 

' Bovd of Direaors of Samsung 

Electronic Equipment Company 
Ahmad Issa Murad. 

^9Cliri|t King Hussein exptressed his 
support and concern for the 
develt^nnent of Jordanian in- 




II; .1 


i'--i 'ri. ih^. I ' "h duscries and said he hoped that 


f L ""Icii 
li’iV 




nation's fndustries would 
be aMe to omipete in intema- 


;;/ ,i^jji«iftionai markets to boost the 

10 ■ ' 

P'“?'ncJ 1, 


i.j national economy. 


The meeting comes two days 
- N'Drp after Trade and Industry 
piijij IrdaT*' Kfinister Rima Khalaf depu- 
iri the yiyN'^'ds^ for King Hussein at the 
‘-^’‘'inauguration ceremony of the 
ID 3 million Samsung faaory 
V.t whidi will manufacture elec- 


42: 


tronic equipment. 

The factory, an affiliate to 
Ahmad Issa Murad and Sons 
company, will produce televi- 
sions and microwave ovens in 
1994. 

In the future, the factory will 
operate at full capacity, to pro- 
duce 75,000 televisions and 
microwave ovens which will 
cover the needs of the local 
market. 

The production surplus will 
be exported to foreign coun- 
tries. 

In later stages, the company 
will manufacture refrigerators, 
computers, washing machines 
and air-conditioners. 

Mr. Murad said in an 
address at the inauguration 


;?f.^iCrown Prince visits PSD, 
iSSsgBadia training grounds 

SJ\ khcrchai ” 

<.'fn Imh hcldiih ■! — His Royal Abdul Rahman Udwan and 

>jbah. nW ; Highness Crown Prince Has- other PSD officers, watched 
‘ . 1 .- exercises in manial arts and 

took part in some of the 
XTOop&' sports events. 

He distributed award cups to 
the vrinning teams in the tug of 
war, mountain climbing. 


Ae*,.ir2jnij(s.’-”,.5“ Wednesday visited the 
led b\ ground of ^ 

;fr! EolkiJiaiiJtJ/.'.Pbbfic Security Department 
>! I^rahitT] ' (P^) at Kafirein in the Jordan 
Valley. 

The Crown Prince attended 


envoy 

trahung exercises and also took taiget-shootingandothercom- 
on i«K'i*p»lt hi some of them. ‘ petitions. 

\ K'.>penCyabir Prince Hassan, who was ' Later, the Crown Prince Vi- 
la's wuih vflU^ accompanied by PSD Director sited the Badia training center 
\r. Ojkles.ptsts^.'i— 1 £ 

" "‘ German Development Bank to grant 
JD 3m to employment fund — official 

By Elia Nasrallah 


pjniii|vinii:' 


ss! orizes 

i !' .r ol ii* Kntfj' 
•h. 


Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

-r • . — The German De- 

2fii i^...;.veIo^ent Ba^ 

I r>\-ii- additional aid to the 
‘ Development and Employ- 

I. Kik<. ■ ' Phnd (DBF), and a JD 3 
grant to the fund is 
ttjsrL- . ‘-expected in the coming few 
nlh “onihs, according to DEF 

Vnbcri WilluD>'‘‘.-'®hector General Mohammad 
ji'iii'* TIh' S natfi. 

Dr. Smadi told the Jordan 
■V, ^ ‘5 ‘*l™es be tfiscussed the DEFs 

>h'-ikh with Hans Peter 


NeuhofT. head of the KFW 
Middle East Desk, who is cur- 
rently on a visit to Jordan. 

Mr. Neuhoff was briefed on 
the fund’s programmes and 
activities and asked that a de- 
tailed plan be forwarded to the 
K^' so that arrangement can 
be made for the payment of the 
JD 3 million. 

According to Dr. Smadi, the 
KFW had promised to pay 
JD7 million towards helping 
the fund cany out its program- 
mes such as financing small- 
size income-generating pro- 


jects for needy families, but it 
provided only JD 4 million 
prior to 19^. 

He said that the fund, which 
has a JD 8 million budget for 
1994, is concentrating this year 
on initiating income- 
generating projects in the rural 
rather than the urban areas of 
Jordan where poverty and un- 
employment are greater. 

Dr. Smadi said that the 
KFW chief studied a report 
published last November by 
the European Union (EU), 
which praised the DEF efforts 


'B^^Arab women artists exhibit opens 
to large crowds in Washington 


hjul RahniaflB* 
id,. M ihff 




' ; By Ian AtaUa 
Spra'a/ to the Jordan Times 

‘ivfir cilk^* 

AMMAN ~ °f 

/ '-hr. ^ Orange: Artists of the Arab 

anJ World,*' die first exhibition 
3 modem Arab art at a 

ttwkffr 'iili'. centre, opened Monday at 
Hill National Museum for 

^®®en in the Arts in 

Salwa Nashashibi. the 
Elector of the exhibition, 
cbaneierised the initial re- 

^ ^xxise as positive, and said 

fA^^^Tbe.museum had one of the 
digest numbers of guests 
present for a preview — » 
people, ■ 


le to ' 


_Tte exhibition is a display 


SKST 


iV 


jltaminaf' 




gel 
all) 
rt'l •• 
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. the work of around 70 
women artists from 15 
.^.countries in the Arab World. 

. . Speaking Wednesday via 
.^>-«%sateDite from Washington in 
■ B Worldnet dialogue to the 
'(.American Centre in Amman, 
t ^sehashibi said that the 
exhibition’s major goal was 
'jK . ' to f^sesent the Arab woman 
. ■ itt) Americans “as what she is 

■ V not what she is conceived 

be" by the West. 

Etal Adnan, a Lebanese 
1; ' artist, said on Worldnet that 
,a l'j Jsmother purpose of the ex- 
was “to show that we 
. Jb! ^contemporary Arab artists) 
• ^l^'^are- not just marginal and 
jv , iRgionaL but part of the best 
what is going on in the 
Jji- -world.” 

'.‘‘The Jordanian women artists 
^ represented in the exhibit are 

u 

fi" 



A painting of Sait by Riham Ghassib 
the laic Princess Fakhrelnissa of that were unsure. 


Zeid. Her Royal Highness 
Princess Wijdan Ali, Hind 
Nasser, Suha Shuman, Mona 
Saudi. Sarnia AI Zaru, 
Samira Badran and Riham 
Ghassib. 

Ms. Nashashibi and Prin- 
cess Wijdan, who is on the 
exhibition’s advisory commit- 
tee. said that they strongly 
hoped to see the exhibition, 
or at least a part of it. even- 
tually being displayed in the 
Middle East. 

They said that there had 
been requests from Europe 
and the Arab World to bring 
Lhe exhibition there, but be- 
cause of a current lack of 
funding the future prospects 


Princess Wijdan, who was 
Speaking from Washington, 
said, however, that she plan- 
ned to eventually display a 
smaller-scale exhibition of 
Arab women' artwork at the 
Jordan National Gallery. 

“It is too early to decide 
for now if the exhibition is a 
success or nol.” she said. 
“But for these last three days 
I felt that the people who 
came were really surprised by 
the exhibition," and she was 
optimistic about its future. 

The exhibit will stay in 
W,*)shington until May 15, 
then move to Harvard, Mas- 
sachusetts, Chicago, Miami 
and finally Atlanta. 
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ceremony Monday that the 
company, which plans to ex- 
port its products to neighbour- 
ing Arab and East European 
countries, had already signed 
contracts to expon televisions 
to Lebanon. 

He said the factory will pro- 
vide jobs for 130 persons five 
per cent of whom will be 
selected from individuals with 
handicaps in implementation 
of directives by King Hussein. 

The director of Samsung’s 
Middle Eo.st Department, who 
was present at the ceremony, 
said the u.stablishment of the 
factory in the Kingdom was 
one of the fruits of cooperation 
between Jordan and South 
Korea. 


were he watched exercises and 
inspected equipment. 

In a brief speech on the 
occasion. Prince Hassan said 
that the border and Badia 
force constitute the nucleus of 
the Armed Forces and had 
played a spiral zole in defend- 
ing the nation. • ^ ■ 

The Crown Prince also 
joined the Badia troops in dab- 
keh dances. 


1,200 more Palestinians complete police training 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — Nearly 1.200 
Palestinians who will form part 
of the proposed police force to 
be deployed in autonomous 
Jericho and The West Bank 
Wednesday staged a gradua- 
tion parade after undergoing 
training in police skilh, Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) officials said. 

They said the graduation 
ceremony took place at Khaw, 
a Jordanian military/police 
training facility about 30 
kilometres northeast of Am- 
man and was attended by 
Palestinian Ambassador Al 
Tayeb Abdul Rahim and 
senior Jordanian officers from 
the security departments and 


armed forces. 

The 1 ,200 join 3,000 soldiers 
of the Badr Brigade of the 
Palestine Liberation Army 
(PLAj who have already 
undergone police training, the 
PLO officials said. 

Those graduating on 
Wednesday were new recruits 
selected from* among appli- 
cants from Jordan after a 
screening process conducted 
last October and November, 
they said. 

The 4,200-strong unit now 
awaits PLO orders to move 
into Jericho and Gaza, the 
officials said. 

They will be joined there by 
Palestinian policemen, as well 
as PLO members trained in 
security and crime investiga- 
tion skills in Egypt and elM- 
where in the Arab World. 


Under the Sept. 13 Israel- 
PLO autonomy agreement, 
Palestinian police will assume 
control of internal security in 
Jericho and the Gaza Strip, the 
two areas to be evacuated by 
Israel in the first phase of the 
self-rule plan. 

The Israeli pullout from the 
areas was supposed to have 
begun on Dec. 13, but differ- 
ences over security arrange- 
ments, border cro^ngs and 
the physical area of Jericho 
delayed the withdrawal. 

Reports from Cairo on 
Wednesday indicated that 
Israel and the PLO were close 
to settling the differences. 

Several dozen Palestinians 
from the Wesr Bank who 
underwent i^lice training as 
well as acquired skills in per- 
sonal protection returned to 


the occupied territories to 
assume duties as guards at 
Palestinian institutions and 
bodyguards for Palestinian 
leaders in the West Bank late 
last year. 

Nearly 200 Palestinians, 
mostly from the Gaza Strip, 
have also returned to their 
homes after undergoing similar 
training in Egypt. Those who 
got trained in Egypt are ex- 
pected to be posted in the 
Gaza Strip while graduates 
from Jordu are to he sent to 
Jericho and the rest of the 
West Bank as self-rule takes 
hold there in the second phase 
of the autonomy accord. 

Israeli Police Minister 
Moshe Shahal has said that he 
had agreed to a 15,000-strong, 
lightly armed Palestinian 
police force to assume control 


of international security of the 
Palestinian areas. 

The PLO is seeking a 

30.000- strong force, and PLO 
officials here said they ex- 
pected Israel to give a green 
• light for a larger force after the 

15.000- strong unit is deployed 
and proves itself capable of 
maintaining law and order. 

The United Nations has 
agreed to finance the establish- 
ment of police academies in 
Jericho and the Gaza Strip to 
Iran recruits from the occu- 
pied territories. 

According to the PLO offi- 
cials, several hundreds of those* 
already trained outside have 
also acquired skills as police 
instructors and they could 
Herve at the proposed 
academy. 


UNRWA staff 
to get pay raise 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Un- 
ited Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) will raise 
staff Varies retroaaively to 
the start of this year and raise 
the quality of educational and 
health services to the Palesti- 
nian refugees, according to 
Minister of State Adel Irsheid. 

Speaking upon his return to 
Amman from a vbit to Vienna, 
where he held talks on UN- 
RWA affairs with the agency's 
Commissioner General liter 
Turkmen, Mr. Irsheid said the 
agency has now allocated addi- 
tional funds not included in the 
1994 budget to finance a prog- 
ramme for improving soci^, 
health and educational services 
to the Palestinian refugees and 
the infrastructure services in 
their camps. 

Representatives of UN- 
RWA staff committees last 
December suspended a 36 
hour sit-in at the agency head- 
quarters to back demands for a 
raise after a meeting with Mr. 
Iisheid in which he promised 
to follow up their demands 



Add Irsheid 

with the agency’s commission- 
er genera] and senior staff. 

'1^ committees, which rep- 
resent about 7,000 agency em- 
ployees said the staff were de- 
manding a lowering of the re- 
tirement age to 50 from 60 and 
the actives service period to 25 
down from 30 years, in addi- 
tion to a raise in salary. 

Mr. Irsheid announed also 
that Mr. Turkmen would visit 
Jordan next week for talks with 
officials on UNRWA services. 


Students vandalise school 


By Rana Husseini 
Sp^al to the Jprdan Times 

,aiTe$te};l...j]iihe s^ijents from 
j^nce Hassan &hool in Jabal 
Al Joufeh after they alleged!)' 
attacked the school and dam- 
aged some of its property, a 
police report said. 

The students told police they 
attacked the school to protest 
what they described as un- 
satisfactory results in the Taw- 
jihi exams. 

The report said the perpetra- 
tors managed to break school 
windows, doors and desks be- 
fore they were arrested by 
police. 

The principal of the school 
called police when the students 
started vandalising the school 
during school hours. Police 
said they are investigating the 
incident. 

Youtb attempts suicide 

Meanwhile, on Tuesday, a 
Karak student tried to commit 
suidde afrer learning he had 
failed his Tawjihi exams. 

Khalid E. was the second 
student in the last two days to 
try to take his own life after 
learning he had failed his ex- 
ams. 


On Monday, an 18-year-oId 
, girl tried to commit suidde by 
swallowing some pills because 
she failed: in -the Tawjihi. 

.. 'Khalid told police he shot 
•hiinself in thfc stomach. 

He was taken to Karak 
Military Hospital and was 
listed in fair condition. 

Police sources did not indi- 
cate where Khalid obtained the 
unlicensed weapon he used. 
They seized the gun and are 
investigating the case. 

This year’s Tawjihi scores 
were relatively low, a private 
school direaor told the Jordan 
Times. 

In the sdentific stream, for 
example, only 30 per cent of 
the students who sat for the 
exams passed, he added. 

Failure in school exams 
plays a significant role in 
suidde attempts among school 
students, according to Ismail 
Abdul Kader of the Ministry of 
•Sodal Development. 

“When students fail their 
exams, they feel they have 
disappointed their families." 
Mr. Abdul Kader had told the 
Jordan Times in an interview 
last October. 

“Some student's take the de- 
sperate measure of taking their 
Own life,’’ he said. 


Iranian embassy marks 
republic’s national day 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Iranian 
Ambassador to Jordan Ahmad 
Dustmalijian Wednesday 
voiced hope that Jordan and 
Iran would work on boosting 
and bolstering bilateral rela- 

tiCMIS. 

The ambassador was speak- 
ing at a recq>tion held by the 
embassy to mark the Islamic 
FepuUic's national day. 

The reception was attended 


by Upper House of Parliament 
Speaker Ahmad Al Lawzi, 
several members of the upper 
and lower houses of pariai- 
ment, government offidals and 
members of ttiplomatic mis- 
sions in Amman. 

In his address, tire ambassu 
dor outlined development 
which had taken place since 
the Iranian revolution and 
dwelt on Iran’s foreign policy. 


tender notice 

The Directorate of Projects Services at the Ministry of 
Education announces the tendering of the following 
tenders as apart of the Education Sector Investment 
Project No. (3106-JO) financed by the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD). 

Fees J.D. 

JD50 
JD100 
JD50 
JD50 

Interested bidders are invited to collect tenders documents 
from Procurement Division of the Directorate of Proj^ts 
^rvices/Ministry of Education, starting Feb 7. 1994 against 
the payment of the above fees. 

Closing date will be 10.00 a.m., April 4, 1994. 

Head of Special 
Tenders Committee 


Tender No. 

Title 

8/94 

Furniture (local tender) 

9/94 

Lab. Equipment 

10/94 

Audio visual aids 

11/94 

Pre-vocational 


education W/Sh. 



Speakers address the openii^ Wednesday of a 
two-day meetii^ to review United Nations Chil- 


dren’s Fund (UNICEF) programmes (Petra 
irfioto) 


Meeting works to establish 
‘better world’ for children 


By Rana Husseini 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The United Na- 
tion’s Children’s Fund (UN- 
ICEF) office in Amman 
Wednesday opened a two-day 
meeting in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Sodal Develop- 
ment at the Fone Grand Hotel 
to review and evaluate UN- 
ICEF Ipiografoirhes'ih Jordan 
and fo'ddihe' pribfity aireas for 
future programmes of coopera- 
tion. ' ’ ' 

Deputising for His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, President-designate of 
Zarqa University Mohammad 
Hamdan said the meeting was 
a rare opportunity to study and 
evaluate UNICEF program- 
mes in Jordan. 

Dr. Hamdan, addressing 
representatives from the minis- 
tries of Planning, Health, 
Education and Sodal Develop- 
ment and non-govemmental 
organisations (NGOs), said the 
meeting will help all institutes 
work together to establish a 
bener world for children, help- 
ing them to accomplish their 
dreams, needs and rights. 

“It is a challenge we are 
trying to accomplish by the end 
of 1^5," Dr. Hamdan said. 

“We still have many gaps to 
fill in tenns of eovering the 
basic spedal services in the 
Kingdom, at the same time, try 
to eliminate common diseases 
among our children,” he 
added. 


Dr. Hamdan further ex- 
plained that “Jordan suffers 
from high rates of unemploy- 
ment and poverty as well as 
recession and limited re- 
sources,’’ but this. Dr. Ham- 
dan maintained, did not dis- 
courage the government from 
establishing a national plan of 
action for children, which, he 
said would cost S136 million. 

■ UNICEF Area Repfesenta- 1 
-five VicioraRiaip said the UN*- ” 
ICEF office in Jordan waV 
established to' serve the iii- 
teresi of Jordanian children, . 
and it aimed at working “with 
the most significant partners in 
the country's governmental 
and non-govemmental sec- 
tors.’’ 

She said UNICEFs concern 
is to reach children who are at 
the greatest risk in terms of 
their survival and growth and 
their development; hap^y and 
healthy diildren. 

“We in UNICEF, as the 
world community's primary 
advocates and instruments for 
the care and protection of chil- 
dren, want to make a differ- 
ence in the lives of these chil- 
dren, and not to treat them 
merely as numbers, as cold 
planning statistics, but to rec- 
ognise them as names and 
faces, to know where they live, 
and how they live, and thus to 
leam what they need most 
from UNICEF,” she said. 

Each ministry listed the va- 
rious activities it had con- 
ducted with UNICEF during 
recent years. 


First.the Ministry of Health 
conducted a series of educa- 
tional and instructive program- 
mes in cooperation with UN- 
ICEF. according to Sa'ed 
Khar?.bsheh. director of the 
Disease Control Department 
at the Ministry of Health. 

Dr. Kharabsheh said each 
programme was dedicated to 
children’s health. The prog- 
; :iriamines ta,rget malnutrition, 
','pational i^jffended vaccination, 
severe infections, health 
education 'and maternity and 
childhood services. 

Nabil Ammary of the Minis- 
try of Planning focused on Jor^ 
dan’s future economy which, 
he said, depends a great deal 
on UNICEF. 

The Ministry of Education 
added new reference books by 
the UNICEF and the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
regarding children's health 
matters to its fifth and sixth 
grade curricula, according to 
Ahmad Hiyassat of the minis- 
try. 

Dr. Hiyassat said the minis- 
try trained more than 8,0()0 
teachers, utilising the new 
books, and the material was 
adopted in their classes. 

The meeting will continue 
discussions today (Thursday) 
to try to come up with a course 
of action for achiering the 
global-mid-decade goals and 
the ^als of Jordan’s National 
Plan of Action (NPA), and 
ensuring the compiimentarity 
of the various governments, 
NGOs and other partners. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Art exhibition by artist Mohammad Al Winda- 
wi at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

Art exhibition by artists Akram Isawi and 
Jamal Baddawi at the Royal Cultural Centre. 
FjfhihKion by Lebanese artist Hussein Madi at 
Darat Al Fonnn of the Abdul Hameed Shoman 
FoondabMi. Also showing the *‘permanent” 
exhibition of 54 Arab contemporary artists. 
(Tel: 643251/2) 

Art exhibitioD by several Iraqi and Jordanian 
artists at Orfali Art Gallery (Td. S26932). 


•^r Art exhibition by Syrian artist Yasser Hmoud 
at the RalMina Art Gallery (Wasfi Al Tal 
Street). 

4 Video film in English entitled “Francis Bacon” 
(with commentary in Arabic by Dr. Khaled 
Khreis on Thursday al Darat Al Fnnun of the 
Abdul Hameed Shoman in Jabal Luweibdeh at 
5:00 p.m. 

Cr Lecture by Profesor Irfhn Shahid wi “ Amin 
Rihani (1867-1940): The Father of Arab- 
American Literature” (m Thursday at the 
American Center at 6:00 p.m. 
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Tax on the move 

IF AN International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
certification that Jordan is implementing an 
economic restructuring programme and is 
abiding by the programme’s provisions is 
essential before Jordan’s creditors would agree 
to open rescheduling talks, then why are we still 
debating whether the proposed sales tax is good 
for the national economy or not? The govern- 
ment maintains that this is indeed the case. The 
opponents of the tax believe the opposite is true 
and seem to think that the country has other 
options to pursue. The government and the 
business community appear to be still divided 
on what coarse to take. Minister of Finance 
Sami Gammoh has maintained that the new tax 
would not exceed 20 per cent oif the value of the 
goods and products affected by H, whereas the 
rate goes up to 60 per cent under existing 
taxation laws. This assertion, however, has not 
swayed Jordanian entrepreneurs to endorse the 
draft law for fear of its fallout and impact on 
domestic production especially in the industrial 
sector. There is a genuine fear among the 
private sector that the new law would be 
inflationary or could trigger a recession. Some 
economists also hold the view that any new 
financial measure should be discussed and 
incorporated in the context of an overall 
revamp of the country’s tax and customs 
system. The new sales tax is therefore regarded 
as a piecemeal approach that lacks the neces- 
sary streng^- and complementarity to succeed. 
On purely' economic .-grounds,, it must be 
assumed i^tJthe govenunent’s interpretation 
of the stand-off is the more solid. Yet not 
everything in this part of the world can be 
judged exclusively on its economic merits or the 
lack of them. While any new financial measure 
could make good economic sense, it may have a 
political fallout that could be d^aging to the 
country as a whole especially at a time when the 
r^on is going through many upheavals. The 
big question is whether we can afford a shakeup 
even when it may be beneficial and necessary in. 
the loi^ run. Clearly, Parliament will have an 
occasion to debate the new law package all in 
good time. The Cabinet is expected to submit 
the new legislation to Parliament for adoption 
as a matter of high priority. The importance of 
the debate cannot be overemphasis^ since the 
participation of the business community in its 
formulation cannot on its own substitute for the 
views of the people as a whole. The representa- 
tives of the people in the two chambers should 
therefore be expected to reflect the sentiment of 
the country more equitably than any other 
body and act as the final arbiter. Until that 
occurs, a final judgement on the question of the 
sales tax is difficult to make. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

IT is not enough lo describe the assassins who killed the 
Jordanian diplomat in Beirut as cowards and to condemn their 
action, but real action should be taken to deter further killings, 
said Faked A1 Fanek. a columnist in Al Ra'i Arabic daily 
Wednesday, f do not believe that anything can be done to 
avenge the assassination of Nayeb Maavlah e.vcept through 
chasing the assassins through the Interpol and other available 
and internationally accepted and legal means to track down 
these evil elements, said the writer. We are not calling for 
Jordan to follow the pattern of the killers and become a 
murderer but to adopt practical measures to stop further 
attacks on its diplomats abroad, continued the writer. He said 
that condemnation of the killers' action cannot bring any 
justice which ought to be served through legal measures and 
through the identification of the group perpetrating the 
killings. The writer said Jordan ought ?o name the groups, take 
part actively in tracking down their elements in cooperation 
with other nations and Interpol and take precautionary 
measures to protect the diplomats, urged the writer. 

A columnist in Al Dustour discussed a decision taken by Egypt 
to withdraw from the Arab Cooperation Council (ACCj which 
was established in 19X9. Saleh Al Qallab said that the ACC 
which groups Iraq. Jordan. Yemen and Egypt has long been 
pronounced dead but its benefits for the citizens of these 
countries have continued. For instance nationals from Egypt 
continued to enter any of the ACC member states without 
prior visas and without residence permits, a system which also 
applies tc the nationals of the other countries, noted the 
writer. He said by pulling out from the ACC. Egypt is 
forfeiting the rights of the Egyptian nationals and exposing 
them to new hardships and costing them the right tu ciiiui anu 
settle in the ACC states without any complications. It is really 
surprising to see the Egyptian government taking such u step 
at a time when the extremists inside Egypt have declared war 
on foreign tourists, depriving the country of the means to earn 
hard cu^ency and at a time when Egypt is really in need of 
solidarity with other Arab states, said the writer. 


Food, drug controversy — 
for government, challenge for 



? 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Mkjdoubeh 


THE implications of the food 
and medicine controversy, 
which despite the headaches it 
has caused is (I firmly believe) 
ultimately healthy and posi- 
tive. are more far-reaching 
than many think. It goes with- 
out saying, of course, that the 
controversy is essentially about 
a specific matter: the quality of 
the food we eat and the medi- 
cine we take, a matter which 
we still view with real concern. 
But it is also, more generally, 
about the performance of the 
government establishments 
and authorities entrusted with 
the task of ensuring such quali- 
ty, about the morality and 
ethics of the rising and full- 
fledged business tycoons (the 
so-called “whales" and 
“octupses") in our society and 
(equally importantly) about 
the conduct of the two main 
parties to the controversy, the 
Cabinet and the Parliament. It 
is the latter dimension that 1 
wish to focus on here. 

I have heard it from many 
reliable observers of public 
affairs in Western countries 
that most (public or private) 
misunderstandings, scams, 
scandals, or crises invoking 
noted political figures, which 
have become parr and parcel of 
the democratic process itself. 


primarily function to test the. 
character of the person in- 
volved — in addition to acer- 
taining the facts, ‘it is through 
seeing a person sweat that we 
are able to judge his/her true 
ability." says one such obser- 
ver. There is a great deal of 
truth in this statement. Regu- 
lar speeches, inten'iews and 
debates do tell us a lot about a 
candidate or official. But tense 
and heated situations tell us 
much more. A few years ago, 
American presidential candi- 
date Carry Hart was. almost 
till the very end of his cam- 
paign. most impressive among 
the candidates. It was only 
when the question of his pri- 
vate affairs was brought into 
the open that he was put to the 
test and failed. The issue was 
not so much chat he had had an 
amorous affair, but that he lied 
and continued to lie about it. 
By contrast vice-presidential 
nominee in the Bush campaign 
Dan Quayle was elected to the 
White House, despite the sig- 
nificant popular anger over the 
“convenient" way through 
whidi he was enabled to do his 
military service in the National 
Guard instead of Vietnam, in 
part because he was able to 
respond well to criticism and 
be convincing. Substance is im- 


portant. but style is also impor- 
tant. 

What applies to individuals 
applies to institutions, for in- 
stitutions are run by indi- 
viduals after all. Up until the 
health controversy, our recent 
formed Cabinet and our re- 
cently elected Parliament have 
been both virgin. The feelings 
of the man in the street to- 
wards both bodies have, until, 
the said event, been generally 
lukewann. Presently, the pic- 
ture has dramatically changed. 

As for the government, it 
was viewed from the start (be- 
fore and after the major 
reshuffle) as a transitional gov- 
ernment set up with 3 certain 
short-term political situation in 
mind. There were those, in 
fact, who went as far as saying 
that its composition was odd. 
hastily done and misguided 
and that it would most likely 
make a boring, inept and in- 
efficient ' government. Slowly 
but confidently, the Cabinet 
has proved most such criticism 
wTong. A close look at its 
conduct, even before the 
reshuffle, shows that it has 
asserted itself quite forcefully. 
Many of its members have 
demonstrated extreme dili- 
gence. dynamism and promise. 
Such picture, however, has 
been visible only either to the 
insider or to the keen observer. 

Throughout the health con- 


troversy, the government's im- 
age seems to have improved 
substantially, especially in the 
eyes of the man in the street. 
After all. the health minister is 
a cabinet minister. Besides, 
despite press reports and first- 
hand rumours about the inter- 
nal frictions the controversy 
has caused.. the Cabinet as a 
whole has held pretty well, 
maintaining' (outwardly at 
least) its composure, patience, 
solidarity and team spirit. 
Furthermore, the premier's re- 
sponse at the end of the Parlia- 
ment's debate was sober, ma- 
ture, calm, firm and reason- 
able. In a word, the govern- 
ment seems to have passed the 
first part of the test very well. 

Furthermore, there seems to 
be a real opportunity for the 
government to score big vic- 
tory. In order to do so. it needs 
to bring the matter to a fiilly 
succe^fol conclusion. It has 
acted wisely by deciding to 
turn the case to the judiciary. 
Still, it needs a) to ensure the 
achievement of speedy, speci- 
fic, concrete, effective and 
convincing results, not just 
rhetoric and b) to make real 
progress, visible as much as 
possible, in its reputed prom- 
ise of administrative reform, 
for this remains a major chal- 
lenge — one which is directly 
related to the food and medi- 


cine uproar, a possible "fat* 
cause. 

By contrast, the image of the 
Parliament has, on the whole, 
suffered a setback. For one 
thing, its predecessor, many of 
whose members are members 
in the present Parliament, did 
not (in the opinion of the man 
in the street) do a good job. 
For another, [hough the pre- 
sent Parliament has promised 
to be more active and inter^t- 
ing. it has so far failed to excite 
many people, let alone impress 
them. The .said controversy 
was a golden opportunity for it 
to achieve something concrete 
and significant for the people 
‘who (rightly or wrongly) view 
it and expect it to their 
diampion. 

As press reports indicate. 

. there has been an overall dis- 
appointment on the part of the 
people. Most have been upset 
by the unenthusiastic. unsym- 
pathetic, or antagonistic re- 
sponses to the health minister's 
testimony. One respondent 
(oM the vrittr, **1 coold not bdieve 
my eyes. The debate in the first 
session war for the most part 
bizzare and totally unexpected. 
The situation is so ironic and 
reversed. I thonght for a mo- 
ment the health minister was 
the MP and the MP was the 
he^th minister. Who is the 
representative of the people?" 
Another said. “Who is ex- 


pected to expose mistakes and 
corruption, the MP or the 
minister? This is so fanny.'* A ' 
third Stressed the following 
point: “Why does an MF de-. 
mand evidence from the minis- 
ter? Should not he himself go' 
and look for evi^nce?” - ’■ 

Clearly, some of :the re- 
sponses may be unfair, bul 
they are indicative of what the 
man in the street (justly or 
unjustly) conceives of the role 
of Che Parliament. It should be 
strewed, however, that many 
people have been happy with 
the position of some who 
they believe have said the right 
thing, used the right tone ^ 
called for the right action. Otf 
the whole, we should under- 
score. the Parliament may 
have beneficted much more 
from the opportunity wh^ 
has presented itself and'which 
may not be repeated in the' 
three years to come. One does 
not know if, in following up on 
the food and medicine case, if- 
could still redeem itself. 

Be the case as it may. one 
thing is absolutely certain. 
During the debates last' week 
and this week, the reputation 
of some cabinet members and 
MPs have skyrocketed, the 
reputation of othhrs has taken 
a nose-dive (in the mind of the 
people, of course). This is the 
beauty of democracy.. .... 


Hamas and Arafat: 
the balance of power 


By Israel Sbabak 

BY NOW it is clear that an 
important effect of tiie agree- 
ment between Israel and the 
PLO is the increase in the 
power of Hamas amcmg the 
Palestinians of the occupied' 
territories. This makes it 
doubtfol whether, after the 
withdrawal of the Israeli army 
from the main part of the Gaza 
Strip, Yasser Arafat «ill be 
able to control it (ruling 
Jericho constitutes no prob- 
lem). Arafot's rule over the 
Palestinians is being chal- 
lenged from thrM directions: 
the leftist factions, p'rihcipally 
the PFLP, by foe increadngly 
powerful and By foe 

disaffected in foe ranks of 
Fateh. I will not deal here with 
the last problem. 

Potential risks from the 
PFLFs side can be di^issed 
for now. According to the well 
informed Palestinian journalist 
Khalid Abu Tu'ama, who 
writes for foe West Jerusalem 
paper Yerushalaim. the PFLP 
leader in the West Bank, Dr. 
Riyad Al Malki, “performs the 
role of 3 loyal leader of foe 
opposition, like Netanyahu in 
Israel." The latter does little 
against Rabin apart from 
speeches in foe Knesset, leav- 
ing the real work to be per- 
formed by others, and the 
same can be said about Malki. 
But Hamas is another matter.' 

Hamas’ strengths 

Hamas is now considered 
by everybody, foe Israeli au- 
thorities included, as militari- 
ly the strongest Palestinian 
organisation. Its influence is 
growing due at least to four 
different foctors. It derives 
enormous prestige from its 
increasingly successful guer- 
rilla operations, especially 
those aimed at the Israeli 
army. After an ambush in 
whiifo Hamas guerrillas killed 
Cdonel Mintz, the coordina- 
tor of ‘'spedal activities" in 
the Gaza Strip, and wounded 
a major and two soldiers 
without incurring any losses, 
many remarked that Fateh 
had achieved nothing re- 
motely resembling that 


ambush during foe 28 years 
of its existence. Second, 
Hamas guerrillas generally 
refrain from clashes with 
other Palestinian factions, 
and their assaults on dvilians 
have declined. *ntifd, which 
in my personal view is the 
most important, Hamas lead- 
ers have a deserved reputa- 
tion for honesty in finandal 
affairs. They tend to live 
modestly, often in poverty. 
In the Gaza Strip, for exam- 
ple, their homes are noj situ- 
ated in the wealthiest neigh- 
Ixmrhoods, as are the homes 
of so many Fateh notables. 
Owing to that, they are more 
'in touch with the ordinary 
people. Lastly, the Hamas 
guerrillas do not engage In 
vain displays and posturing. 
They do not walk around 
armed without purpose 
shooting into the air in order 
— as the Fateh Hawks ex- 
plain It — “to show their 
presence.". 

The prestige of Hamas in 
the Gaza Strip can be shown 
by the following inddent. Af- 
ter a dash between the Fateh 
Hawks and the Red Eagles of 
the PFLP in Rafah, violent 
enough to thwart all attempts 
to force a ceasefire. Hamas 
took action and “after two 
days an ultimatum threaten- 
ing that unless both sides at 
once sign a ceasefire. Hamas 
would dispatch its armed h ' 
Al Din Al Qassam guerrilla 
units to Rafah to instantly 
enforce order. Whereupon 
Fateh and PFLP did indeed 
sign a ceasefire," according 
to Davar on 20 December. 

No wonder, therefore, that 
Aharon Klein (Al Hamish- 
mar. 17 December) reports 
that foe Israeli security forces 
are scared of Hamas, espe-, 
dally of its power in Gaza. 
But Klein also says that, all 
blustering about omnisdence 
of Israel's secret services not- 
withstanding (in reality they 
are a bunch of incompetents 
good only at penetrating Ara- 
fot's clique), they now admit 
that they know next to no- 
thing about Hamas. “After 
the (Israeli) security force 
fi.ully dedded to talk to 


Hamas, it turned out that it 
did not know who to 
approach." The chief Israeli 
negotiator with the PLO, 
General Amnon Shahak, “let 
himself be interviewed on 
Israeli Arabic TV, on which 
he courteously invited Hamas 
to join the peace talks, 
adding that if Hamas chose to 
form a party for a democratic 
struggle for its goals, Israel 
would be favourably dis- 
posed". High Israeli officers 
were instructed to invite any- 
body they might consider to 
be a Hamas leader for talks. 
At the same time, however. 
Rabin. Peres and militaiy 
leaders have reiterated 
Israel's resolve to let Arafiit 
confront Hamas. At this 
stage it seems that this 
approaifo will ultimately pre- 
vail. 

Shofing up Arafat’s position 

The question is how Arafat 
is expected to overcome 
Hamas and other forms of re- 
sistance. Hie answer of the 
Israeli sources dosest to Ra6in 
is by means of a lot of money 
and the Palestinian police. The 
former factor is explained by 
Alex Fishman in Ma’ariv on 
December 17, where he quotes 
“a senior member of foe Israeli 
delegation accompanying 
Rabin to Cairo" on December 
12. “If only Israel had a tullion 
dollars to spare! Everything 
would then be different. Once 
Arafat was handed over a che- 
que for that sum, he could use 
it to bribe the opposition and 
buy public support. Arafat's 
obstinacy and his hope of gain- 
ing time partly stem from his 
lacking the money to enter 
Jericho and Gaza in a befitting 
manner." Inddentally, it can 
be seen from the quote that 
nothing has changed in Israeli 
thinking. The Palestinians are 
still perceived as either coerd- 
ble or bribable, if not directiy 
by Israel then by Arafat on 
Israel’s behalf. Since, howev- 
er. Hshman's sources claim 
that Israel does not have “a 
billion dollars to spare", and 
that “the U.S. and Saudi Ara- 
bia", which have the money 



refuse to give it to Arafat, 
“Israel has no choice but to 
stall the talks for as long as 
possible, in the hope that 
something new may yet crop 
up." 

It turns out, however, that in 
addition to Arafat’s having no 
money Israel has another 
reason for stalling the talks, 
revealed by Ran l^elist in 
Hair (a Tel Aviv Friday pap- 
er) on December 17; 

“The implementation of the 
agreement has been postponed 
due to Arafat's extraordinary 
organisational ineffidency^ He 
has been unable to assemble 
foe Palestinian troops which, 
as agreed in the secret talks 
between General Shahak and 
Nabil Sha'th, were to become 
the Palestinian police force. 
Israeli consent to im- 
plementing the agreement was 
conditional on Arafat’s 
appearing in Jericho and Gaza 
with sizable manpower and lots 
of money to spend. But about 
a week before the deadline it 
turned out that instead of 
several thousand warriors. 
Arafat commands scarcely 
several hundred, who would be 
swallowed by Hamas for 
breakfast. Even more impor- 
tantly. Arafat does not have 
the money to fuel a bureaucra- 
cy, conceived of so as to con- 
vey an appearance of democra- 
tic administration. As soon as 
Rabin noticed it, he was in a 
position to force Arafat to a 
deadline postponement to 
teach him a lesson .in effident 


business management." 

I agree with Edelist's factual 
estimate, but I doubt, howev- 
er, whether Arafat, even if 
given “billions of dollars", is 
capable of speedily assembling 
a sizable force that would be 
loyal to him and capable of 
defeating Hamas. But if Arafat 
now has under his command 
only “several hundred" loyal 
fighters, this means that he had 
fooled everybody concerned, 
foe state of Israel and its sup- 
posedly omnisdent secret ser- 
vices included, that he com- 
manded thousands of loyal 
troops. Some of my informants 
believe, however, that Arafat 
himself, rather than others, 
was also fooled. He really be- 
lieved that he had thousands of 
loyal cadres under his com- 
mand. After all. he often used 
to visit them in countries like 
'Yemen or Sudan. What he did 
not realise was that most of 
them had already settled 
down. At a rather advanced 
age they ore most reluctant to 
be bothered policing the 
autonomy and fighting Hamas. 

Why the talks are stalled 

1 conclude therefore that 
Israel and Arafat, whose in- 
terests in this matter coincide, 
are faced with only two realis- 
tic alternatives. The first is to 
stall the negotiations in the 
hope that, as Rshman's source 
put it. “something new may yet 
crop up". The second, for 
which there is a precedent, is 
to turn the Gaza Strip into 


something very like foe Isra^ 
“Security Zone" in Southern 
Lebanon. Just as foe Israel 
aimy is the real power foeir^ 
and the so-called South Leba^ 
non Anny merely a decoraf 
tion, so foe Israeli anny will 
continue to be foe real power, 
in the Gaza Strip, while foe 
Palestinian police will direct- 
traffic, track and punish 
foieves and engage in frequent 
parades; in short, continue to' 
do what it already does. Offic-* 
ers of foe “Shimshon" covert 
unit have already declared foafi 
they will continue their activtn 
ties after the withdrawal, but 1 
think that more Israeli troops, 
will be needed. True, a proper 
cover name will be needed, but 
we may be sure that Shimon 
Peres will provide one. After 
all, when foe Israeli occupatioif 
of South Lebanon began iiK 
197S. Peres called it “goocf 
fenre artivities”. Something 
similar v.-ill be invented for foF 
continuing occupation of the 
Gaza Strip. 

Some Gazans seem to sense 
such a development already.. 
When Michal Sela of Davar 
toured foe Gaza Strip to talktb: 
local farmers, fishermen antf 
businessmen, she was told by at 
strawberry grower: “Ouf* 
greatest fear is that Israel: 
wants both to withdraw from 
and to remain in the Gaza' 
Strip, in foe same way as in the. 
‘Security Zone' in Soufo Leba-' 
non." I cannot but share th^ 
f^rs — Middle East Inter^' 
nonal. London. 


ANC’s army said unable to curb right-wing violence 


By David Tndta* 
Renter 

JOHANNESBURG — Nelson 
Mandela has warned right- 
wing saboteurs that he may 
order foe AMcan National 
Congress’ guerrilla anny to re- 
taliate against them if the 
white-led South African secur- 
ity forces do not. 

But militaiy analysts said 
such a move could be suicidal 
for foe guerrillas and politically 
embarrasing for the ANC, 
which is expected to lead a 
government of national unity 
after elections in April. 

Simon Baynbam, research 
director at the Africa Institute 
of Soufo Africa, dismissed the 
ANC leaders threat as ludic- 
rous. 

“Most of MK's (Umkhonto 
We Sizwe) membeitt and lead- 
ers inside the country are 


known and would be quickly 
taken out by the security 
forces," be said. 

On the election campaign 
trail through foe right-wing 
heartland tx the Orange Free 
state last week, Mandela repe- 
atedly said white rightist vio- 
lence backing demands for an 
Afrikaner homeland could 
provoke a reaction in which 
thousands could die. 

“They are using force, we 
have got our own force, we 
have Umkhonto We Sizwe 
(MK), both inside and outside 
the country... better equipped 
than foe Aftikaners,” Mandela 
s^. 

“We are saying they are 
playing with fire. Innocent' 
people, both black and white, 
are going to die," he said. 

He said MK, foe ANC milit- 
ary wing known as foe Spear of 


foe Nation, act if Soufo 
African security forces ^led 
to. 

Baynham said MK was nev- 
er militarily effective during its 
history as a liberation army 
and there was no reason to 
believe it would be now. 

“MK achieved nothing real- 
ly. except as a symbol of 
strength against apartheid." 
Baynham said. 

Most MK fighters were in 
other countries. They would 
Only be able to return “in dribs 
and drabs,” he said. 

MK could only hit back at 
whites in general and not at foe 
extremists re^tonsible for a 
wave of sabotage attacks 
against ANC property, trains 
and electricity pylons, he said. 

“If they ded^ to ao, they 
could do what APLA 
(Azanian People's Uberation 


Amy) has done and strike at 
udiite farms and whites gather- 
ing at clubs,” said Ba^ hag i, 

In foe worst-case scenario 
this could coincide with a 
general uprising in black 
townships. 

The ANC suspended its 
amed stnxggle in 19^ after 
President F.W. de Klerk legal- 
ised it and Mandela was freed 
from prison. 

Some MK units are being 
incorporated into a national 
force grouping former guerril- 
las, soldiers from foe apar- 
foeid<reated black homelands 
and South African regular 
forces. 

They UK charged with keep- 
ing the peace, particularly in 
foe emrattled townships, in 
foe run-up to the elec^n, foe 
first in udiich all races will be 
allowed to vote. 


But force commander Briga- 
dier Gabriel Ramushwana said 
on Monday there were prob- 
lems within the force and it 
may not be ready by the elec- 
Dons. 

A n^paper report on Sun- 
day said the force was a sham- 
bles, suffering from drunken- 
ness, indiscipline and deser- 
tion. 

Jakkie Cilliers, director of 
foe Independent Institute for 
Defence Policy, said Mandela 
WM ‘throwing petrol on a fire” 
with his remarks. 

The ANC leader, who is 
exacted to become South 
Africa s first olack president 
was smding foe wrong mes- 
sage, he said. ^ 

nghtwnj is speaking 
war, waf . The same should 
not be said of Mandela who is 
going to lead a government of 


national unity and will be call- ' 
Ing on foe heads of foe pdioe: 
and the defence fom to act: 
sgainst the rigfatwing, not< 
M.K." Cilliers said. 

He too said “teirorism" was. 
Its only tactic should it deddh' 
to take on foe right. , 

ANC spokesman Ronnie 
Mamoepa said Mandela's re- 
marks were intended to stir the; 
white-led security fences into' 
action. . V 

The arrests of five suspected- 
nght-wing bombers on 
was an encouragh^ 
that had been welcomed bf. 
Mandela. ■ ■ v 

“We said that if the second 
forces continued to alldw rightv 
wingers to act with unptiniq^*^ 
we could be forced to'act hr 
defend democracy. Let’i ho^' 
J won’t be necessaryjV'^ 
Mamoepa said. - 
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Preserving the purity of bedouin songs 


‘frirr, ^ Mohammed Mashargah 

-7 he 

fseai^^ in bedouin son^ and music believe that the 
^ ‘ ■ ttg isolBtion of Badia citizens from urban areas lies 

S he ih* jjifld ±eir conUnued preservation of the purity of 

Of upBge and tune of Arabic masic. 

) Jbe b^ouins tend to prolong the effect of the 

ieg^diogs with what seems to sound like a *'tremolo** 

hnw’- *'4 -if deserts around.} 

'ave h^J’’ "‘fi t. wordings of the songs move, on d 

ion i'^Ppt [ pgUBS of the bedouins like the movement ofcameb 


ip.., Mvans in the desert. Some of these songs are calJd 
hei idda'" and '‘Hijein/'\ The wordings of the bedouin' 


eJ th- udda” and “Hijeini", The wording 
■ ‘he nek, "'fit ' ^ were considered a kind of culture common to Jl 


of the Badia region. 

™ langoagp is mnridered by some a.* a 


f,p muih idde One between the spuken and classieaJ AraBe. 
nieVS’j 'Hh- ^ispTobably due to its easy language and song tmes. 


O 

rs : 


^ songs are based on the poems and verses inclua'ng 
iii ose of the ancient JahiJiyah (pre-lslamic) era. 


4 no 


'■OfTi,. . 

n*' ^ thytbm plays a distinguished part in the traddon- 
• tiv Joidanian bedouins songs as they are rather nort. 

■ «v:if ■ vt the ori^ality and the beauty of the tunes are ather 
s; tr, • 'erwheiming and impressive. 

' Dr. Mohammad Ghawanmeh, professor of mtsic at 

t • ’ ^he fcfj, , f \ - • ■ - 

r - — 

. ‘hcminj,,. 

Th. ' 


Yarmouk University, sheds more light on the bedouin 
music and singing by nothing that it is rather charaete- 
ri^d by a special ritual. Some of the solo or chorus 
singing is done to the accompaniment of rababeh. If 
there are a number of singers they traditionally divide 
themselves into two equal groups. They sing after work 
for entertainment and joy. The tunes are simple and 
slowly flowing. 

According to Ghawanmeh, the Hidda singing in 
Jordan takes the form of short two-line verses with one 
rhyme, changing all through the song. This popular 

AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 

bedouin singing reflects emodonal excitement on the 
part of the singers and is mainly used in rejoicing over 
certain happy occasions such as weddings. 

Ghawanmeh, who is now entrusted with the task of 
setting up a centre in Amman for the study of bedouin 
singing and music, hopes that the prqject would serve as 
a research and reference centre on bedouin songs and 
musical instruments. 

Munir Bashir, secretary general of the Arab Music 
Academy, told an academy meeting here last week: 
“.Remem^r these words. The Ghawanmeh project will 


serve as an important research centre in 6edou/n culture 
for Arab and foreign scholars. '* 

The academy's executive bureau had earher taJi:en a 
decision to support the idea of the centre as proposed by 
the Arab Centre for the Preservadon of Bedouin Songs 
and Music Heritage. It endorsed the Idea of providing 
qualified people and researchers to work in this centre. 

If implemented, the centre would be the first of its 
kind in the Arab Worid to help preserve the bedouin 
beritage and culture. 

Bedouin singing assumes a prominent tradidonal 
place among the various types of singing. In Jordan it 
has a special disdnguish^ nature and is sdll widely 
spread in many parts of the country where modem 
Arabic and foreign songs are also nourishing. 

Parddpants in the academy meeting were divided 
over the way in which bedouin heritage can he pre- 
served. Some thought it is better done by collecting and 
documenting the bedouin songs while others peddled 
the idea of modernising the existing bedouin songs with 
a view to preserving the cultural heritage. 

Indeed diere I ve been several attempts by young 
singers to develop the bedouin singing timugb the use 
of modern musical instruments. A few have actually 
adiieved some progress, as the modem singing began to 
attract the youth who have already tasted vigorous 


foreign music. 

But a number of local musicians like Walid A1 
Hashim, Tareq AJ Nasser and Nasser Sharaf have 
criticised this move as an attempt to sabotage the 
bedouin or the tradidonal bedouin ringing. 

This view was supported by Ali Abu Ilhadra, presi- 
dent of the. Jordanian Musicians Association, who said 
that most of the young musidans who developed die 
bedouin singing were nor academically qualified to 
comp<^. nodng that the modem musicai equipment 
were incapable of catering to the requirements of the 
actual bedouin tunes. 

Dr. Abdul Hamid Hamam, teacher of Arabic music 
at Yarmouk University, noted that the bedouin culture 
!s never ivriffen but r/ansmirted verbally from one singer 
to another and horn one generation to another. He said 
that efforts ought to be focused on deld studies and 
research work and there should be a survey of the 
Jordanian and nearby Badia regions in the course of 
documenting the bedouin adture. 

Musicians agree therefore that the establishment of a 
centre in Amman to preserve bedouin culture and a 
museum to preserve bedouin musical ihstnnnents is of a 
paramount importance. Such a centre, they said, could 
provide the natural atmosphere for researchers to work 
and for their efforts to succeed. 
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Short stories from the north 


BOOK REVIEW 


^ SOmaem 

fiort stones by Khalil Kandeel 

he writing of Betion is a relatively recent Ihraiy form 
Jordan. It started as imitatioa of EuropAn Getion, 
ft by time it acquired its own identity hough not 
apletely, for the influence of Westem yriteis is still 
rid, not to mention Egyptian writers «no were the 
ooeeis of modem Arabic Getion. Altboigb there were 
few Jordanian Getion writers in the sixtjs the number 
tw flcuisfderah/y in the seventies and fe eighties and 
tie bad also noticeably improved evr since. 
i Aecedeoce was for short novels at tb begiiuung, but 
jadoafl^ short stories emerged intensely and gained 
)aigiiitiao in the mgjities and now .srdan has some 
{lod short stray writers. Among tbems Khalil Qandee! 
|ho was horn in Irbid in 1951 whei he pursued his 
\saetttaiy and secondary education He nourished an 
\teitam wrftu^preto^eariy, thus i 1974 he published 
;s flrst stojy in A1 Dustour newoap^ followed by 
\yenl stories particularly in A1 ^bi magazine. 
j JSrst collection Tattoo Of Tb Hearty Shoe came 
' lio bang in 1981 published by Jonan Writers' Assoda- 
\70. Iaff90the United Arab Eiixaies* Writers’ Union 
lUdisGetLba seermd colleaionjhe. Silence which is 
__ Mg reviewed in this artide. . 

'ikeihelsi! 7^ hook encompasses tbirtee stories three of which 
very short ones barely a pap or a page and a half 
as (tie ^ Eke The Bus, Expatriation nd The Anthem; while 

ffhogest one in this coBectio doesn't exceed seven 
jd half pages an indication 9 bis short “breath" in 
iting which means he allots Smself a narrow space of 
moeavriag that compels luir to skip important coni' 
loeirts in story-writing. 

Forexan^/e, wedon'tGndn any of his su>ries names 
'description of places wher events take place nor do 
i detect details about thewhole setting; instead we 
ther Gnd ourselves all ofa sudden in the midst of 
•where aB alone. That is iiy each story seems like an 
dwished sketch or as a pat of an intended picture that 
never coapleted, tbouglsomebow and in an amazuig 
ly each one in itself foms an integ^ part. 

Tim a HHty [o infect a tiy part with integrity and to 
fer the read!^ with his.kiJiful pen through unttisco- 
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K3uOa ffntftwrf 

vexed terrain is quite remarkable in QandeeTs writuig. 

Qanded doesn't follow the dassiail method of giving 
the Ggares full description, rather lets his readers find 
that out hy theaaefves through shrewd similes and 
squeezed (Galogues. Nor does he follow oonveotroua/ 
nanatido Chough he belongs to a middle generation that 
belong to typical Jordanian social and aiitural ambi- 
ence; hence his recurrent dealing with inth’^nous 
themes congenial to his psychosodal upbringing. 

In this respect we see him sensitive to the misery of 
the weak in the “traditional" society espcdally women 
asisclearia TieScents, The Barrier, TheSileaceandto 
the bereaved souls as in Mohammad A1 Yaigboul die 


black young man from a small village in the Jordan 
Valley, or in the Bet where an old carrier accepts the her 
to carry three sacks of flour as he has no other choice 
hut to do that if he wants to feed himself and bis old 
wife, or in the Body the story of a manual labourer who 
got sick out of malnutrition and lost bis remuneration. 

On the other band the author gets entiiusiastic about 
unknown individuals who defuse severe punishment or 
even death for the cause of their country as in The Scent 
Of Homeland or in the An±em where a young 
Pakstiitian dies at the bands of Israeli soldiers. Then 
without warning a “queer" tune grates on our ears and 
we are struck with a theme, hidden between the folds of 
the book, unAmiliar to Ai^ societies. Sexology or sex 
Uterature as is known to the finest is unacceptable to all 
Middle £asteni peoples because it is a delicate and 
feeling-scratching subject to deal with ovei%»y 

Upon asking Mm why he opts to tackle such a 
dangerous theme be retorts that in works of creativity 
nothing should be a taboo “and mind you, Arab 
modernists all over the Arab Worid are dealing ffeely 
with this subject which is part of an intended cultural 
shock. " 

The Inrervais is an audidous story about a youngmaa 
and a girl who sneaks secretly to bis room in a rainy 
morning. 

The theme deais with persons ofdi^nntwal£sofIife 
and sodal standing, unknown to each other, secretly 
meeting for a few moments then vanisbing into the 
tumultous life current. Meanwhile, exebangjag Ranees 
and stirring some ideas about each other, as in The Bus, 
is a common subject which different authors embarked 
on before, espedaily in European literature. 

Qandeel's language is almost poetic and bis vocabul- 
ary is rich indeed bat wbat most catdies the eye in 
Qandeel’s writing is his similes which denote sharp 
observation and richness in literary background. “The 
night was Gxfzenly black", “be felt a modern tension", 
“I Alt at tbat.moment a ^d awakening for life", “her 
body was dosed on irritating silence" and so forth. 

We can say that Qandeel is one of the good story 
writers in Jordan. Maybe even in the Arab World. 

Mohammad M^m au d TalAoMb 


>utch fear for the future of their own language 
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5y Abigail Levene 
Reuter 

'STERDAM — he 
g/ot Dutch itrv ir<ir/’cd 
the expansion »»fthc* 
opean Union (:V) 
sctynd ihc death ncll 
their mother tonpe. 

0 longer, content o sit 
: and watch whil En- 
French and Grman 
fuer the Nethehinds. 

have gone in the 
tsive to tight or the 
'■s of their motK'r ton- 

ri of the pnthJjn is ihc^ 
ph ability to nui.sicr 
!pn /unguugcs nd their 
turn cxpwureto them, 
fstsand teieviion prog- 
from ah.Kid are 
Hy shown in their ori- 
f iunguiiges. Foreign 
ts and newsiiipers are 
'ly read in i country 
P a// childrin start to 
* English .‘if the ;igc* of 

’nerican-btrn writer 
'f Portnoy, who made 
^ctherland. her home 
•iirs ago. ha frequent!} 
whtii she calls a 
nhlc utrittde towards 
ythine witch is not 
•h." ' ■ 

topic hcf-* that 
o/ng auiy i /th Dutch 
will pepetr. e the mar- 
tices (jfthe wrld more 
riy... Buef don't sec 
one shoulimeliherutcly 
ut to cut tie thmut ofa 
iitgc that H'iji'." Port- 


noy said. 

Dutch is the mother ton- 
gue of 21 million fieople in 
the Netherlands and Bel- 
gium. making it the stub 
Tnost spoken language in 
the EU. ahead of P<>r/i»- 
auesc. Greek and Danish. 

A iinguistic cousin ol 
German and Engli.'ih, it is 
also spoken in the Dutch 
.Antilles and Surinam — a 
legacy of the Dutch ctdonial 
empire. 

Support for the language 
has come fmni the highe*.i 
quarters. 

Queen Beatrix of the 
Nefher/jm/si hiis licscri/vi/ 
Dutch as "the bearer of our 
idenfitv. whieh we want to 
uphold and protect in a 
unifying Europe." 

Behiian Professor Lm/«» 
Bchevdt said maintaining 
the lesser-u.sed Euroivan 
ianguuges "is an ahs<>lute 
necessity if the democraiie 
bankruptcy of Europe is to 
be avoided. " 

"A democratic Europe... 
means a society where e\- 
erv linguistic eomnwnit\ 
has a valuable position." he 
wrote in (he Dutch daily 
NRC Hantie/shhui. 

The Dutch arc aware that 
their receptivity to foreign 
laneuages could backfire on 
their own nati\e tongue. 

•'Dutch is as open as a 
pub and as leakv as asieve. 

wrote Charles Crombacb 
in “a language which cannot 
die", bis prizewinning css;i\ 
in a l9bV citmpcwion run 


by 4i loundation lor ihc 
promotion of the Dutch l:m- 
guage. 

’The suggc.slion by Dutch 
Education Minister .hi Rit- 
zen three yciirs ago that at 
least a quarter of unbershy 
teaching should he ci in- 
ducted in Enalisb eaused 
domestic uproar. Man\ 
foreign newspapers re- 
ported that English was to 
become the official langu- 
age of the Netherlands. 

"Dutch is to commit 
harakiri." remarked the 
Belgian French-language 
newspaper Dim a n e h e 
Matin at the lime. 

"The Netherlands has de- 
cided to sacrifice its nation- 
al language on the altar of 
Brussels." eommenied the 
Italian daily La Stampa. 

Parliament was finally 
forced to pa.ss largely super- 
fluous legislation enshrining 
Dutch as the official lan- 


guage of higher education. 

Tempers Ihtred again in 
the Netherlands and among 
the Duieh-.speaking Flemish 
population of Belgium last 
December. 

Shortly after the Eunt- 
pean Onion agreed to 
accord the languages »>/ all 
member countries equal 
official status, it was de- 
cided that the new Spanish- 
based European trade 
marks office ii<<u/d handle 
requests in onl\ the lan- 
guages. 

These uinilJ be Englidt. 
French. German. Sptinish 
and Italum. 

"If the union really is 
multilingual, why should 
Dutch /v shunted to one 
side'.*" asked Micio/ngisi 
•Ahran? Dc Swaan of .Am- 
sterdam University. 

B e b c y d t w a r ned : 
"F:ivnurine some uniiw lan- 


guages within the official 
European cr>nfcvf would l\’ 
fatal for Dutch. " 

Belgium's Flemings ha\e 
long pursued a more aggiv>- 
rive cultural policy than 
their Dutch neighlsimrs. 

Last November Hnis>c/> 
thKtitcned to hoiaiti an 
embryonic European De- 
fence Fiiree unless Duieh 
W7I.V accepted as an ollleial 
language, along with 
French and Gennan. 

*7 uvint Dutch to iv tre- 
ated with respect. Why 
don't they drop French'.*" 
said Belgium's Duteh- 
speaking Defence Minister 
Leo Dcieroi.K. defy ing 
warnings hy .senior military 
ofGcers that an extra lan- 
guage could damage the 
efndeney of the EunKorp'*. 

But not everyone is fK'ssi- 
mistic about the future of 
Dutch. 

The Bureau for Les'.er 


Used Languages, set up by 
the European Community 
in IVS2 to help minority 
tongues survi\c the 
onslaught of a unified 
Europe and an English- 
dominated mass n>ei/i;i. 
says Dutch does not fall 
w'ithin its dellnition o/' a 
minority language. 

It Cf »/7tvrt7A itself »i iih the 
fate of regional tongues 
such as Frisian, the seetmd 
official language of the 
Netherlands, whieh is 
spoken in the northern pro- 
vince of Friesland. 

De Swaan .(rgucs ibat 
the Dutch should aeeepi the 
supremacy of English in the 
European Union and real- 
ise this docs not mean the 
Dutch language is doomed 
to die in the Netherlands. 

"Dutch is ali\c :ind kick- 
ing and in pcricct health. " 
he said. 


Mislaid a stuffed 
lobster? Contact 
Paris lost property 


PAjRIS (R) — Lose a hu- 
man skull? Or missing a 
pant stuffed lobster? Surely 
someone must have noticed 
their wooden leg isn’t in the 
usual place? 

Undaimed, they languish 
on the shelves of the Paris 
Lost Property Office, 
alongside a surff>oard, 
several inffatable sex dolls, 
a full sado-masochist's kit 
and thousands of more 
humdrum items. 

Row after row of pink 
numbered iaheis dangle 
ffom each of the more than 
110,000 UFOs (unidentiGed 
found objects) banded in 
every yem-. 

Quiteliteraily, jewels and 
the otxasional nugget have 
turned up among the every- 
day paraphernalia of bats, 
keys, skis, umbreUas and 
handbags. 

Employee Pietro Alesi 
recounts how one person 
brought in three gold ingots 
left in an underground train 
by their absent-minded 
owner who daimed them 
the next day. 

But it was months before 
an opera singer daimed 
jewels worth (^,000 francs 
(5130,000) she had lost with 
her vanity case. “She was 
performing abroad," be 
said. 

Mr. Alesi says Gnders Ge- 
quently hand in jewels or 
sums of money up to 50,000 
francs (58,500). 

A few years ago, a car 
thief discreetly returned 
France's secret plan for the 
defence of its former Afri- 
can colony, Chad. 

Guns, knives, drugs and 
items regarded as immoral, 
such as tile sado-masochist *s 
kit found in a public square 
in the seedy clichy district, 
are destroyed. 

They are seldom daimed 
anyway, said o/fice Mana- 
ger Eric Maire. 

Most items are more 
commonplace — “anything 
that people carry around 
not Grmly tied to their 
body", Mr. Alesi said. 

latest Ggures list 1,264 
umbrellas handed in during 
an unusually rainy Decem- 
ber, plus 673 handbags, 464 
valuables, 274 pairs of 
spectades and 80 cameras. 

A sign of the times, the 
office receives a growing 
number of laptop compu- 
ters and portable tele- 
phones. 

The undaimed skull ar- 


rived 25 years ago. No one 
quite remembers how it got 
there. 

The rest of the unclaimed 
Gotsam has a much shorter 
shelf life to avoid swamping 
the office, known to Pari- 
sians as “Ljes Morillons" 
after the quiet street where 
it is located. 

The office has introduced 
computer searches to allow 
inquiries by telephone — 
even from abroad — and 
spare owners a fruitless 
visit, Mr. Maire said. 

He said the office sent 
about 600 letters a day to 
owners of identiGable lost 
property such as persona/ 
documents or luggage with 
name tags- 

Owners of t/FOs are re- 
quired to give a precise de- 
scription to prove own- 
ership. They must produce 
a copy to recover a lost key. 

Undaimed items — more 
than two thirds of those 
handed in ^ become state 
property. 

Clothing is destroyed or 
auctioned within three 
months. Bicycles, handbags 
and luggage are kept for six 
months. Keys are me/red 
down and sold as scrap. 

Undaimed French identi- 
ty documents are des- 
troyed. Fore^ passports 
are returned to the relevant 
embassy since the French 
state has no right to dispose 
of documents it has not 
issued. 

Mr. Maire said a new 
problem was establishing 
where to return documents 
issued by defunct states, 
such as passports from the 
foviet Union. 

Claiming lost property 
can have unexpected con- 
sequences. Mr. Maire said a 
girl who had run away from 
home in Germany was 
traced when she collected 
lost piroperty and Les Moril- 
lons advised her embassy. 

Valuables — jewellery, 
watches, money above 50 
francs ($8) — are stored in 
safes for up to three years. 
Finders may claim them af- 
ter a year hut are nor 
allowed to sell them until 
they become full legal own- 
ers 30 years later. 

Owners recovering prop- 
erty are charged a ^-friuic 
(54) Ae. plus three per cent 
of the value of items worth 
more than 5,000 francs 
(5850) as assessed by a 
sworn expert. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
American teena^rs, long 
some of the most prom- 
iseaoas youngsters in the 
world, are choosing chastity 
in rapidly growing numbers. 

Three decades after the 
sexual revolution and free 
love, churches, schools and 
ffivemments across the 
country are preaching vir- 
ginity as a way to fight the 
spread of AIDS and under- 
age pregnancy. 

A chastity campaign by 


U,S. teens — Virgins and proud of it 


several U.S. churches, in- 
cluding the 59-mi/lion- 
memh^ Boman Catholic 
Qturcb, was launched this 
year under the slogan, "true 
kjve waits." 

Teens who want to be 
card-carrying members of 
the Mor^’ty Movement are 
issued cards reading: “I 
make a commitment to 
God, myself, my Amily, 


those I date, my friture 
mare, and my Ature chil- 
dren to be sexually pure 
until the day I enter the 
covenant marriage rela- 
tionship. " 

The organisers hope to 
display thousands of signed 
cards on the mall in front of 
the eap/tol in Washington at 
a July 29 demonstration 
Chat also be attended by 


Christian rappers. 

“The nation will not be 
able to ignore such a united 
statement Gom teenagers/' 
said Richard Ross, one of 
the campaign’s coordina- 
tors. 

Eighty pN aenr of 14- 
year-olds in the United 
States are virgins, one study 


shows. But by the time 
these chiidren are 20, only 
14 per cent of the males and 
23 per cent of females are 
still virgins, another study 
shows. 

But despite the numbers, 
the Hollywood version of 
high school life — de- 
bauched parties and cheer- 
leaders bopping into bed 
with dashing quarterbacks 


— is passe, as teenagers pur 
empibasis on keeping their 
virginity, campaigners say. 

Vir^ity dubs, like the 
Abstinence Girls in Balti- 
more, Maryland, are 
fringing up, oflerii^ stu- 
dents a chance to develop 
defences against carnal 
temptations. 

Even the federal govern- 
ment’s new drive to tigh t 
AIDS advises that absti- 
nence is the safest sex of all. 
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This Week 



Intellectual property 
and creativity 


By Jean~Claude EUas 

When people illegally duplicate anginal music cassettes, 
video tap^ or computer software, they are generally 
conscious of the fact that they are doing something 
wrong. After all. obtaining for free a product you are 
supposed to pay for is basically wrong. It's simple and 
doesn't take a law degree to understand. 

Making a free copy, for your own personal use only, 
of a personal computer (PC) programme, from a friend 
who has purchased the original is already considered as 
a “crime”. It is however much less serious than illegally 
duplicating the programme in order to resell quantity 
copies and make pure profit our of them. 

In computer jargon, illegal duplication is called 
“piracy” and the perpetrators are “pirates”. To diffe- 
rent degrees, software piracy is widely practiced from 
California to India, from Europe to the Middle East. In 
a truly positive effort, recent laws in Jordan have been 
clearly defined (Copyright Law No. 22 of 1992) but their 
proper enforcement is yet to be seen. 

The only damage pirates think they are causing is 
depriving the original authors from making more 
revenu'e. and when these authors are large, rich, 
multi-national coi 7 ?orarjons (Microsoft for instance) it 
even sometimes makes the pirate feelgood about it! The 
real damage is hidden and even more serious. 

In an environment like Jordan, and except for a very 
. small minority that uses only original software. PC users 
know ay now that it doesn't pay to develop software. 
Why should anyone spend weeks, months, sometimes 
years of effort, difficult research and hard work if they 
know their software can be “stolen” (copied) one day 
after its market release? 

The real damage caused by software faracy is the void it 
creates by preventing the birth of a software industry. 
We know that in the United States, thanks to a tough 
copyright law enforcement, software companies have 
become more important and more profitable than 
hardware manufactureis. Starting a software industry, 
provided protection laws are well enforced, is easier 



than computer manufacturing. It doesn't require elec- 
tronics, chips, silicon, nor metal. All it takes is drains. 
pencils and papers. 

The development a few years ago of two Arabisation 
systems. Ameer in Jordan and Nafitha in Bahrain 
proved extremely successful, technically speaking. Pira- 
cy, un/bitunare/y has virtually killed the products. 

Countries like Jordan can tremendously benefit from 
locally produced software. The potential is available but 
is now dormant. Programming is as much of an art as it 
is a technique. Genuine art requires creativity. Piracy is 
literally killing the creativity of software specialists. 

When a software product is marilcefed in the Middle 
East, its authors usually try to integrate in it more 
anti-copying features than they would normally do it to 
market the same in Canada for instance. No anti- 
copying system however is perfect and “hackers” always 
succeed in breaking even the toughest one. A shame in 
itself, this state of affairs tends to slow down software 
development for the area. 

Some Jordanian software specialists explain that as 
much as half of their development time and effort is 
spent on imagining anti-copying schemes in order to 
make it more di^ailt for the pirates to Imak in. A huge' 
dose of creativity is therefore spent not to produce 
better software but to reduce the risk of copying, 
knowing it can never be brought to nil. It cannot get 
more negative. 

The question remains: When is the already applicable 
law going to be enforced? 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By MobaanMuad A, Sbaqair 


TIME FOR RIB-TICKLING READING 

DUMB-BELLS 


A DUMB-BELL is one that is dull and stupid, usually a 

male 

^ No one can accuse him of being scatterbrained. He 
hasn't any brains to scatter. 

■ft Wisdom often comes with age. but with him age 
came alone. 

ft He has one of those mighty minds — mighty empty. 

ft An intelligent thought dies quickly in his head — it 
can't stand solitary confinement. 

ft He *s always putting off decisions — he 's waiting for a 
brainy day. 

ft He even wrinkles his brow while reading the comics. 

ft He's one guy that must have a sixth sense. There'sno 
evidence of the other five. 

ft His parents always signed his report card with an X, 
so the teacher wouldn't know that anyone who could 
read and write had a son like that. 

ft He's so dumd. he waters his garden with whisky to 
grow stewed tomatoes. 

ft When the librarian asked him if he wanted a heavy 
book ora light one. he answered, “it doesn’t matter 
— / have mv car outside. ” 


SAY IT IN ARABIC 

CORRESPONDENCE 

— / must write a iefter to my /Wend. 

Y^ib ann aktob rfealed Ua sadeeki. 

— This letter is urgent and important. 

Hazibi al risaleh aajila wa hamma. 

— With hope and respect, I write to you. 

Ma'a ihtirami wa ariiami aktob Uaika barihil risaleh. 

— yiour letter gaw me great pleasure. 

Lakad sarratni risalatok katbiran, 

— Much love from me. ijtka minni azeema hobbi. 

— I hope that my letter will find you in the best state of 
health and happiness. 

Ata *asb*shani ann yasilak foalctoubi fee absan halatis- 

sib*ha was'saada. 


ft DearZaki. 
ft My dear wife, 
ft My affectionate son. 
ft Dear Madam, 
ft Dear Mr. Hussein. 


AziziZaki. 
Zawjatil ariza. 
WaladUbabib. 
Sayyidatil ariza. 
Ariri as-sayyed Hussein. 


ft My loving mother/uncle^aunt. 

Ottuni/aauni/anunati al ariza (fern.) al-aziz (mas.). 

ft Yours faithfully/sincerely (among friends). 

Al-mokhless. 

ft Yours truly (among businessmen). Alatokhless, 

ft Y'ou/5 affectionately (among memders of family). 

Al mobibb. 

HUMOUR 


5 ^ A w'oman married four who all died in the prime of 
their yvuth. After marrying the fifth, who was going 
:o die, she sat beside him and began to slam her face. 


pull violently her hair and repeat at the same time 
moving words as saying: ”Who will take care of me 
after your departure?” 

The dying man, with half-open eyes, deplorably 
answered her: ■ 

“It is the sixth husband, of course/" 
ft ft ft ft ft 

ft A girl, emdracing her mother, bitterly began to cry: 
“Tm fed up, mum. I want to be separated from my 
ffances . " 

MOTHER: “Why, darling?” 

DAUGHTER: “Because he's an atheist.” 
MOTHER: “How?” 

DAUGHTER: “Because he doesn't believe in hell!” 

MOTHER: “It's very simple, my little child. He-ll 
soon realise the real /act when he gets married. ” 

ft ft ft ft ft 

ft At a party, one of the invitees caught sight of a girl 
whom he knew very well. She was dressed in black. 

Turning to his Mend, he said: 

- “What's wrong with her? She wears black!” 

- “But, as I know, she hasn’t got married yet.” 

- “I see, and for this very reason she looks so sad. ” 

ft ft ft ft ft 


COOKING IS FUN 
HANIM SALATA (My Lady’s Salad) 

TO SERVE SIX 
INGREDIENTS: 

I lb cooked chicken. 

3 hard boiled eggs, quartered. 

1 tablespoon wine vinegar. 

3 striks white celery 

12 black olives, heart white cabbage, salt and pepper 
h pint wine dressing. 

METHOD: 

Shred cabbage and celery very finely, mix with the 
onions and seasoning, stir in the vinega^ and arrange at 
the bottom of a salad bowl. Cover with the shredded 
chicken and the hard-boiled eggs. Pour the wine 
dressing over the whole and decorate with olives. Serve 
well chilled. 

PERPLEXITIES 

U.S.A. 


The letters forming three of the words in each of the 
following sentence, when rearranged, make the name 
of one of the United States of America. The problem is 
to discover which three words to choose in each line. 

(1) He instructed the men on the old warship. 

(2) The red hunter made a dash after a lion. 

(3) Her son was at the mine today. 



there is 


By E« Yaghi 

The following incident occurred in Madaba 

Today was the day of the wedding and liiile fivcyeur- 
old Bilal was most excited, for he loved such celchni- 
tions. He had fun watching the drummer bent on the 
drums, and he liked to drink ns much Pepsi us he could 
and he liked to dart in and out detween the dancing and 
clapping women. He also liked to dress up in his 
wedding suit and play big brother to his younger .sibling. 
It was about ten in the morning and his mother was 
scolding, “hold still now! Let me comb your hair. Wc 
have to catch the bus so we will be there at my friend s 
house for her wedding. ” 

As she spoke, she cornered the boy against the waif 
and when sde violated his scalp he protc.stcd with a loud, 
“ouch!” 

Ignoring his protests, she ordered: “There now. 
you're finished. Go and call your grandmother and tell 
her we're ready to go and if she's not done yet. tell her 
to hurry up!” 

Bilal Jumped away from her grip with a yell and 
sprang to his grandmother's room to see if she w'as 
ready. Delighted when she assured him that she would 
be out in a minute, he ran back to inform his mother and 
seeing his younger brother playing with .some toy- 
blocks, gave him a sharp cuff on the hack of his neck for 
good measure. 

Within a few minutes. Bilal, bis younger brother, 
mother and grandmother departed from iheir home and 
walked towards the bus stop. The two children chased 
each other and ran on ahead as their mother remarked 
to her motAer-in-iaw; “ft's such a nice dav for a 
wedding! The weather is so warm for January. I'm glad 
that my friend is happily going to wed. She 's quite happy 
and excited. We went to school together and have 
known each other since we were in the first grade. 

Her mother-in-law agreed adour the wenrher and then 
advised that Im-Bilal better keep her eye on her boys. 
The mother called to them laughing and said, “waft a 
minute, not so /ast. " Bilal thought this was a great rime 
to shout and have fun for as his mother had often said, 
for everything there is a season and now u-as the time to 
laugh. 

Soon, the great red and silver monster of a bus 
screeched to a halt and the small boys climbed up the 
high looking steps ahead of their mother and grand- 
mother. Bilal insisted that he and his drorher sir on a 
seat alone, for he felt very grown up and wanted to 


Drove that he was a man and independent. He p 
Ke ag^nst the mndo^ ttnd smred eat at thej 
going about their business and cars beeping iheiri 
H^ luld hardly «ait to get to the wedding. He Wa 
^ would have 'a lot of adventures ^ing as naughjy 
could drinking as much soda ns he could andif/fe^^ 
Srity’ there might even be some cake. 

Vd find some boys his own age and prove (p.^ I 
Mr he was stronger and could jump higher tha^~. 

\^med that he had somehow dozed off 
held his mothers voice calling him: Bilal! Wakens 
andfelt her roughly shaking his shoulder 

lArubbed his eves, gave his youn^r brother 
cufhn the back of his neck and asked: ■Mom. me 
therv” 

‘^s " she replied and then, "and don't keep hk 
your Stie brother! Now the people are going to gpt^ 
at thAext stop. Hold my hand before you go dov^^^] 

bus sips.” j . u- 

His bother and grandmother rose to stand at the j^^ 
stop, rs Jumped up and squeezed himself in fidntjpf-;! 
them, ieer to show his independence. His yoiii®^ 
brothei^ed to follow, but his grandmother hefdhk^ 
band. Bkl knew be wasn 't going to listen to anyone: 
was a ma, couldn’t everyone see that? He ^ovedand: j_ 
pushed la way to the front of the bus as bis mbtiie^jT 
yelled: “tilal, 'wait lor us. Don't get off the dus 

MotheA he thought with disgust, they're always 
nagging an making their kids do things they don t . 
to. The du^teps now were within his reach. He hopped : 
off and at See started to cross the street in front of ah ' 
oncoming fts which he had failed to notice. The oth'a 
great monsv of steel braked and roared to a stop, dof^ 
too late for itie Bilal. His small body was no mduA /br,y 
the monsteiyhich threw him many feet away from the 
sight of the \riginal collision. The boy died instantly,'. 
Who could Sr who was really at fault? Perhaps 
blame should\e shared by all involwd. Bilal's mother'}, 
and his grandkother should have tried to control ther^ 
boy's exuberaAs more. The driver of the bus on whidi-h 
Bilal was ridin^lso should have paid attention to his ... 
descending passagers and the driver of the oncoming } 
bus should have Wn on the alert for po.'i.dhie collision J 
with any descenaog passengers. The day of the wed-'~:': 
ding, which shouldhave been a time to laugh, became a 
time to cry. For alkthere is a time to live and a time to., 
die, a time to laugh\nd a time to cry and for everything. 
there is a season. W to the human mind. Cod also 
endowed the gift ouhe power to rea.wn. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


nuntbky, 10 


8:30 Fksb And Blood 


King’s Strings 

Kiag*s father and aunt want 
to enhance his violin play- 
ing capabilities. 

9:10 Aa BeaPs On 

10:00 News Li En^glisb 

10:20 The Secret Of Coach 
13 

lyavelling by train from 
jParis to Moscow proves 
thrilling and quite dlai^ger- 
ODS /br travelleis in cSacb 
13, as a gapg, dealing with 
forged icons, happens to be 
on the Crain. 


FrUay,Fmb.11 


8:30 Watter And Eauly 

Walter and Emily End it 
extremely bard to tell Julia, 
Emily's skter who’s staying 
widi them, that she ts an 
unwelcome guest in iheir 
bouse. 

9:10 GF. 

Smash 

Kathy, the doctor, is suffer- 
ing ffom depression after 
h^ mtscaaiage and Jeff, 
who’s son suft^red a broken 
leg, is to sue the drivers’ 
company for damages. 

10:00 News La JSqgfish 

10:20 Scene Of The Crime 


The Girl Who Cried Lupo 

A simple story of sexual 
harassment by a company 
president develops into a 
life-threatening situations, 
envtdving the police and 
crime gangs. 


Smtuwiday,Feb, 12 


8:30 FamBy Matters 


Rock ‘^VideO'- • - 

Steve is refused to Join the 
rock *d’toU band formed by 
Eddie and friends until be 
promises to bring a video 
camera along. 

9M> TaBt 5bovr 

9:30 The CampbeOs 

Captain Suns and Thomas 
go to New York to sell their 
goods; their sailing trip on 
Lake Eerie gets them into a 
lot of trouble. 

10:00 News La JS^^gfisb 

10:20 Feature FUm 7^ 
Bit Fait ■ 

TTie story of a happily mar- 
ried man who, by fiilfHUng 
his old dream of becoming a 
famous Hollywood star, 
breaks up his own home. 


Suasday, Feb. 13 


ft30 You Bet Yoar Life 

The weekly entertaining 
quiz show, hosted by Bill 
Cosby 


lOm NemJn'^En^b 
10:20 Liand Son 


Life Sentence 

Daniel’s ho^ital becomes 
the place where an ex- 
convict seeks medical treat- 
ment while Daniel is to re- 
ceive an expensive present 
on bis birthday. 


iS:10 ‘ ■ 

• ai •. .1 'ipTI 


■'Starring: Jdhn Shrader 

By coming to the dty. Jack 
finds out that be is the 
custodian of a sum .of 
money left behind by his 
i deceased friend. He a. 



11:10 The GoldeB Palace ^ EagBsL 



BW ^asby 


9:10 Oat Of The Past 


Artisans And Traders 

A look back into old civi- 
lisations, thousands of years 
old; Moroccan artisans and 
traders who excelled in pro- 
ducing leather, and the 
Mayas in Honduras who ex- 
celled in producing unique 
precious stones. 


As soon as Rose’s eyes fall 
on a newcomer to the hotel, 
she screams and runs away! 
She thinks she has seen a 
ghost of her long deceased 
husband. 


Monday, Fefr. 14 


8:30 The Twkelsons 


Aunt Poison 

Each member of the Tor- 
kelsons has a different 
“priority” when they come 
to discuss the great wealth 
they are bequeathed, after 
the death of a rich aunt. 


9:10 TTurtvsi unething 

California 

California is the place 
where Michael might move 
to whiich be and Hope ffght 
over. 

10:00 News in EngUsb 

10:20 Feature Film 

Obsessed 

Starring: Channen Dohertv 
and William Devane ^ 

Odsession is dangerous and 
OMd/y; A young gUPg 
odsession with a man as old 
as her father is the cause of 
many unfortunate acci- 
dents. 




8:30 The Respected FamBy 


\:20 The Cape Rebel 

health situation in. die 
worsens as no ettra 
yrs are brought in. tp~ 
While Ameera is widi^ 
pdy, and the captm p ; 
to make a dedskuL'. 

N^bt Court 


The yeiv Judge 

The ^ Judge Watstm tests^ 
Dan'^tegrity and bonesqr 
when Jp offers to bribe inipi 
to drol certain cases. 


9:30 Too' 

All bell 
home am 
when Hei 
they find 
reille is wit 
girl. 


f,M.16 


! For CamAMt. 

loose id: 
the bo^tal: 
father insists 
whether hfffri 
^byboyora:- 


9:10 2048 
house l^ect^ 

The prog., 
the effect oi 

creasing h 

our earth, wi 
the safety of, 
alike. 


The GrtcBr: 


deals w. 
—e . ever- . 
|sonouodi 

threatc 
and la 


^0:00 News in] 

Tbe MaJffbo Crieii 




Homea. 

The fUtn sbo 
aiiddle of 
bombmg toh 
a wify sand 
news 
band' 







Arts Sr Fashion 
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Glyndebourne buries rustic 
charm, moves into 21st century 


Jews !o 
he Cape Rdd 


By JiB Serjeant 

Reuter 

GLYSDEBOURNE, Eng- 
land — The curtain is about 
to rise on Britain*s &st new 
(^lera bouse for 60 years. 

But tbe musical arena 
^jDJses to be the 
star of its own first nigbt is 
to be fouxtd not in London 
or Edinbuigb &ut in tbe 
garden of a rambling IStb 
century manor bouse nest- 
ling in tbe green Gelds of 
Sussex in southern Eng- 
land. 

Glyndebourne, tbe pri- 
vate F ngiish opera bouse as 
famo us for its picnics on the 
lawns as its world renowned 
pRKftictibas, has traded its 
rustic dtarm for a modem 
brick and concrete theatre 
Gt fx" die 21st century. 

In a swipe at an institu- 
tioa as anonymous with 
sodalite summers as racing 
at Ascot and tennis at 
Wimbledon, Glyndebourne 
has all but buried its past in 
tbe ejqwctafion of a glo- 
rious Giture. 

Financed entirely by pri- 
vate donations horn mem- 
bers and companies, the £33 
million (SSO million) 
horsesboe-shaped auditor- 
ium iias been built in a 
reemd 18 months and with 
tim loss of only one tbree- 
aontb soixuner season. 

**Jt is ^e product of Srit- 
isb endeavour at its best and 
as such is sotnetAin^ to be 
>700 j of,'* said Glynde- 
oiirne Chairman Sir 
George Qtristie, who still 
lives "over tbe shop" in tbe 
boose where bis parents 
started tbe festival in 1934 
as an entertainment for 
Giends. 

“Whether the new set-up 
works or not remains to be 
seen... * we have been at 
paips to create a buUtUng 
here which has true sym- 
patby with its surrounef- 
ings,” Sir George said. 

Where tbe old Glynde- 
boume was a place of nooks 
and crannies, the new 
theatre is light and spa- 
(knis. 

The red plush, ebande- 
Meis and gilt usually associ- 
ated with opera houses 
make way for phdied pine, 
rough brick and 
ScanSnavian-style seating. 

The new building has 
aheady divided critics even 
beSue the grand reopening 
o^gAt on May 28 for a pro- 
duction of TAe Marriage Of 
Rffuo conducted by Ber- 
tmd Haitink. 

The times critic called it 

f- ‘ ' • 

* "f* f - i^T • 





Thm amw bonmsbom-abmpmd muditarium at G^yMuOaboantm cma sapat 
1,200 pmaptm 

“not Just a tn'umpA Aur a 
great masterpiece", 

44notAer Journalist, less im- 
pressed, likened it to an 
industrial wareAouse. 

AH-important acoustics 
tests start in MarcA Aur tAe 
allure of Glyndebourne ivas 
never just about musk. 

An elite club requiring a 
£10,000 x($15,(^) mem- 
•bership fee and with 6,500 
nam es OD the waiting list, its 
attractions were enjoyed by 
a select few wbo donned 
bow-ties and dinner jackets 
and dipped into hampers of 
champagne and smoked sal- 
mon during the 75-minute 


long interval. 

But all that could now 
diange too. 

Tbe only BntisA opera 
Aouse with its own helicop- 
ter landing pad has trebled 
tbe number of cheaper 
priced tickets available. For 
tbe Gist time in its fiO-year- 
histoiy it is also offering 42 
standing places a night at 
the rock-bottom pnee of 
£10 ($15). 

Sir Geoi;ge has decided to 
use tbe increased capadty 
from 800 to 1,200 seats to 
move down-market in price 
structure. 

The two top-priced cate- 


gories will take up only 64 
per cent of capadty rather 
than S8 per cent in the old, 
demolished theatre. 

"This must be a move 
undeniably in a direction 
with which no person sound 
in mind could reasonably 
quarrel," he said. “Could 
we please knock on the 
bead the myth that Glynde- 
boume is a coiporafe dub. ” 

Guardian writer Afartin 
Xettfe called the new build- 
ing “an extremely brave, 
un-English piece of risk- 
taking. Like it or not, the 
old O/yndeAourne is dead, 
never to return . " 


3 gbt Court 


Guitarist Peter Frampton 
comes aiive — one more time 
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By Dean Goodman 

Reuter 

LOS ANGELES — The 
i97Qs are alive and well: 
Just asA any bell Aotrom- 
wearing, Wayne's World 
devotee at a sold-out meat 
loaf or Aerosmith concert. 

These two musical acts 
are enjoying huge popular- 
ity afier making comebacks 
t^r no one ever thought 
possrAfo, sucA was the sorry 
state of thdr commerciai 
and persona/ lives. Now 
another bigh-Gier who 
fell to earth with a thud is 
.staking a daim for fans' 
hearts and wallets. 

ftter Frampton, the Eir- 
gjlisb guitarist who hit 
paydirt in 1976 with the 
muItimiUion-seUing Framp- 
ton Comes Alive album, 
has Just released his Gist 
album in Gve years and is 
undertaking a heavy prom- 
otion sch^ule. 

Simply titled Ferer 
Frampton (Relativity Re- 
cord^, the album is his 13th 
solo effort in a career that 
stretches to 1966. The Grst 
siagle. Day In The Sun, 
entered the album rock 
dauts at number 20, which 
bodes well for the album. 
However Frampton hopes 
ibr sonsthing a little more 
elusive. 

“Each time I've done a 


project I've had great hopes 
for ft, great dreams for if,” 
the genial 43-year-old told 
Reuters in a recent inter- 
view at his north Hollywood 
recording studio. 

“I had everything in the 
palm of my hand, and then 
gradually it sort of slipped 
away. It's not the money, 
it 's Just the respect for being 
an artist." 

During the mid-1970s 
when he was basking in the 
acclaim that comes with 
having one of the biggest 
albums of all time. Framp- 
ton found that he was be- 
coming a magazine cover 
boy Grst and a musician 
second. 

“It got to the point," he 
said, “where I got out of 
one concert, and this girl 
came up to me and said, 
'wow I didn't know you 
played guitar. Wbo played 
guitar on Frampton Comes 
Alive then?'" 

Frampton's career is an 
interesting study in miscon- 
ceptions and opf^Ttunities 
lost. At 16 he joined the 
Herd, a successful British 
teenybopper act, as lead 
guitarist and eventually lead 
singer. Then in 1969 he 
formed Humble Pie with his 
hero Steve Marriott, late of 
tbe Small Faces. He /eft in 
1971 after the good-time 


boogie nand scored a gold 
record with Performance: 
Rockin’ The Filmore. 

His soio career, which 
was based on non-stop tour- 
ing, started to seem a bad 
move when his Grst few 
albums sold only moderate- 
ly. Frampton Comes Alive 
was a desperate marketing 
ploy but it struck a chord 
and has now sold more than 
15 million copies. It still 
sells about 1,000 copies a 
week. 

Subsequent albums, re- 
leased amid a drugs/alcobol/ 
personal tragedy fog, 
obeyed the law of dimi- 
nishing returns, and acts 
like Journey, Heart and 
Foreigner leplaced Framp- 
ton at the vanguard of 
album-oriented radio. 

Frampton briefly re- 
emerged in the public con- 
sciousness as lead guitarist 
on school chum David 
Bowk's ill-fated 19S7 Glass 
Spider world tour. Bur 
generally the only place 
Frampton existed was on 
dassk rock radio. 

That was until 1992 when 
Firampton hit the road for a 
change of enwinonment af- 
ter Marriott's accidental 
death in a Gre the year 
Aefore. Tbe two bad 
reunited and started writing 
songs together. 

The 'Fun' eight-week 


tour of clubs evolved into a 
seven-month criss-crossing 
of America that took in a 
few amphitheatres. He 
didn't even have an album 
to promote. 

“The ones I expected 
were there, like 25 to my 
age.... Bat there were like 
15-, 16-, 17-year-olds there. 
These are the same people 
that listen to snoop doggy 
dogg as well. “ he says. 

In his new album, Framp- 
ton conftonrs his Mattered 
dreams, self-doubts and 
fiustTations. He even aims a 
few barbs at Marriott, 
whose reGisal to get his act 
together frustrated 
Frampton. 

On Out Of The Blue, 
Frampton constructs a duet 
by sampling Mairiott's voc- 
als from a four-track 
demo. (“It was eerie, very 
eerie," he says). 

But the album's overall 
tone is upAeat, and Framp- 
ton has not lost his knack 
for a catchy chorus or guitar 
riff. 

“If you have good songs 
and you have a good chance 
on the radio, I think there 
will be a whole new genera- 
tion that will pick up on it. ” 
Frampton says. “You can 
call something grunge or 
call it rap or whatever, but 
if something's good it gets 
picked up on." 


Land of silent 
pictures under 
siage 


By Mimi Mano 

Tne Assoctdtea F'ess 

TAB.-V. — Htiichci 

Neil Mutliicson nc\ci pic- 
TUreJ hiin^cli .in mud) ii/ .in 
:id\eniurci' uuJ ccil.iinh 
noi ii s:ivii>r of unsung: hi\- 
tor\ . 

Bui for the lust loin \cuis 
his w'unJcrings ihroudi the 
ni irthern Siiiui u ilJcnicv. 
have hroughl hint fucc lo 
face with whut m:i\ he the 
peninsiil:i\ most en- 
dangered — 

undent r<K'k urt. 

The niys/or/ouii pumtings 
— peiroglyphs — me 
huuntine reminders «»/ lite 
and history ulimg the mui<ir 
c:iru\un route linking .\fiic,i 
und .Asia. Mulhiestni 's 
dream is to su\e tor ftiinre 
generutiinis the silent- 
picture p:ir:ide through the 
wustehinJ where .Moses 
wandered. 

“The best wax to saxe the 
pictures is to pm them 
xvhere tourists can see them 
hut wht'fi.* the\ are pn>- 
tected." said Matbieson. 
general manager of the hi\- 
ury T:iha Hilton :it tgxpi's 
northeastern border w ith 
Israel. 

Once and out i>/ 

sight, the rtK'k art loJax is 
under siege b\ ad\entiire 
travellers scouring Sinai with 
hiickpaeks. reereatiimai 
vehicles and bellowinJ 
cavds. 

"M\ hiirrur is peixple 
c:ireening through the de- 
sert in four-wheel Jrhe 
i chides, destrtwing exerx- 
thing in their p.nh. " said 
Muihiesttn. 

He's working xxiih gox- 
ernment tilTidals to place 
t,he most imponaiu artwork 
in iiuarticd n:iinrr nr,». 


serves. Egxpi alreadx has 
protected Ji*nes. fi>ui in it.c 
stark!} be.ntiitul Sin.ii 

“It's not /ttsf the pieluies 
ih:ii :trc incredible but .ilso 
their Nurri>u«dynps." 
Canadian marine bn i/i >gisi 
Mich:iel Hearson. an en- 
vironmental cttiisitit.ini tiu 
protected .-irLVis, 

Ancient xxanJereis i//v» 
(he stark, sticklike lignres 
on rtK'k surfaces ah»ng iia- 
dirhtnal caraxan rtnites ami 
deep inside the hmdx Sm.n 

hills. 

Drawings r.j/;_i!L* /r»»;n 
simple hunters and gr.n'ing 
tinimals tu farmers, cantd 
riders and fnri\nis battle 
scenes. There are Cireek 
graftlti and messages /nun 
Roman /l‘um>/i,n. earix 
Christian cri^sses and Isla- 
mic scriptures. 

Some paintings are 
thou.sanJs id xears itUI. 
others, nexx', 

Mathieson knew noihmu 
of rock an and little ol the 
desert when he came /o 
Taba in /‘As**/ after Israel 
returned the htirdei strip to 
Egypt. He creu u/> ainul 
green and ritllmg tnghsh 
hillsides, a witrlJ awax liom 
the desitlate Sinai. 

“The only thing I knew 
about the desert Td heard 
from mi father. whi>tought 
ill El .-Mamein." said 
Mathieson. “He once lidd 
me a man needs dght gal- 
lons of xiaier a dax lo om- 


v»ie in the desert Then I 
iht>ugh( he crarx. ,N»m 
/ understand." 

Bur Maihie.soit scum be- 
came an ax id irekkei m 
nearhx Sinai mountams and 
xxadis. drx rixer beds where 
he chanced upon /ito 
ancient caraxan nniies with 
ghostly reminders o/ 
past. 

Here, oxer millennia, 
rock artists huddled m the 
sh:iJe of biHilders /c» escape 

a scaring sun and whiled 
a XI ay the lime by drawing 
(>n the soft sandsitme locks. 
Some ancient travellers 
drexv on barren a*i*A siir- 
/acc,s‘; tuhers on top td or 
around pictures i heir prede- 
cessors had t/ntun. 

The first artists />n>hah/\ 
were nomads from the 
Neeei. puned hx xxanderers 
from Jordan and Saudi . \r.i- 
bia. They left similar pic- 
turcs wherexer ihcx 
n»amcd. a paiu*rsima ot the 
region's history. S«*nK' pic- 
tures were crudely seraich- 
ed. orhepv rtnighly ham- 
mered our. others carefully 
incised. 

Until recently, the 
ancienr d<»t»d//«e> xxcre oft 
Sinai's he:iten track. Tour- 
ists preferred Red Sea t"! >ral 
reefs or the Monastery td 
St. Catherine, with Mi Hint 
Mo.ses to elimb and the 
legend:iry burning hush. 

But with adxeiUiire iraxel 
booming in today 's Sinai — 


with few restrictions 

fewer enforcer.<t 

Mathie.stm is cominced that 
many pa/nrmg,s coiiUI be 
doomed. 

Visitors already lui\c spi- 
rited valuable anifueift 
remote antiquity sites. Dl- 
vers and snorkelers hn\e 
killed ma.sse.s of coral b\ 
//aching p/eee,s /o take 
home. 

Israeli arehaeo/ogists 
realised the art's /m/w»rt* 
ance during the Jcxxish 
state's l9b7-SJ otvupa//«)/i 
of Sinai. They even labelled 
some roefc art to enlighten 
tourists. 

Eliezer Oren. ol Israel's 
Ben Gurion L'nixersiiy. 
headed Sinai archaeohigieal 
missions for 25 years. He 
recognises rock art's tour- 
ism pi>tenria/ hut uan(,s‘ it 
saved equally for ,sej'e/Jtx‘ 
and fhe man\ una/rsu ered 
questions. 

“The traditional idea is 
that the pe/roe/\pii,s are 
associated with caraxan 
routes." Oren said. “Bui in 
reality they're found at! 
ox'er the region xxhere there 
is desert and rtteky surfaces, 
even in the most renude 
ureas. “ 

A major problem is how 
to dare n>c‘h paintings. 
Some occasionally are i/af- 
able by scenes or language, 
but Oren said sejiing pre- 
cise dates generally is a 
mine Geld for ,sc/enti,st,s, 

He >' also w ary t d' experts 
who say there's a patient to 
the paintings. 

“I've watched modern 
bedouins .stop what they're 
doing and crawl into the 
shade. They draxv on what- 
ever rocks are handy." he 
said. "I'm sure tincicni 
artists did the same." 


British character 
acting — the feast goes on 



By Matt Wolf 

The As$o<^iated, Press _ 

LONDON — It's David 
Suchei as TV's Hercule 
Poirot, and again as a vio- 
lent American university 
professor. Or Miriam Mar- 
golyes stealing Glm time as 
a Manhattan matron in The 
Age Of Innocence or on 
stage as the vain Lady 
Hurdcastle in She Stoops 
To Comyuer. 

While Daniel Day-Lewis. 
Jeremy Irons. Emma 
Thompson and Anthony 
Hopkins reap Kudos and 
Academy Awards, the next 
tier of talent reveals Eng- 
land's true acting glories — 
the endless array of versa- 
tile performers xvho thril- 
lingly swell Britain's acting 
ranks. 

"It's like a great, inex- 
haustible treasure chest." 
says Producer /sma/7 Mer- 
chant. referring to the ta- 
Icnt he has draxvn upon in 
. three decades of movies, 
including this year's Re- 
mains Of The Day. 

The key. according to 
those who xvork in the Brit- 
ish theatre. is that so-called 
character actors are not 
considered a lower form of 
life than the stars. 

While Remains Of The 
Day has won praise for .stars 
Hopkins and Thompson, its 
te.vfure comes from a depth 
of talent — Peter Vaughan 
as Hopkins’ father, an aging 
butler holding on to his 
dignity even as he loses his 
health: James Fox as the 
deluded lord of the manor; 
and Tim Pigoti-Smith as the 
well-intentioned but wrong 
husband for Thompson's 
Miss Kenton. 

A comparable depth 
shores up Martin Scorse.se's 
The Age Of Innocence. 
While the erotic heat comes 
from leads Day-Lexx'is and 
Michelle Pfeiffer. Britons 
Alec McCowen, Michael 
Cough. Jonathan Pryce und 
Margolyes flesh out the for- 
bidding social codes of a 
vanished New York. 

Richard Attenborough's 
Shadowlands hus won fine, 
early reviews not just for 
stars Hopkins and Debra 
Winger, hut for .such stal- 
wart secondary players as 
John Wood. Edward Hard- 
wicke and Michael De- 
nison. 

If film offers the.se ticiors 
their widest public, the Brit- 


IPohrot 

ish theatre is where they 
most often strut their stuff. 

Richard Eyre, artistic 
director of the Royal 
National Theatre, told the 
Associated Press in an in- 
teniew that such talent was 
due to "the nature of the 
culture of theatre in this 
country. " 

“It doesn't openite on a 
star system." said Eyre, 
whose finest National 
Theatre, .stagings — David 
Hare's Racing Demon. 
Tennessee Williams' Night 
Of The /guana — haxe been 
ensemble pieces, not star 
vehicles. 

He cited British names 
such as Maggie Smith. 
Vane.s.sa Redgrave and Ian 
McKellen as performers 
’’created and nurtured" by 
the stuTte repcrtiuy 
which has launched gener;i- 
lions of /Jrsf-ranh hut Icsser- 
knox^^n talent. 

Sir Peter Hall, the En- 
glish director of four cur- 
rent West End shows in- 


cluding Margolyes' She 
Stoxfps To Conquer, 
pointed out that Brii:iin is 
easier on its character 
actors than the United 
States has been. 

”We allow character 
actors like Miriam .s<)me re- 
spect," said Hall. f>3. 
“Whereas in America, if 
you're not a star, you're not 
anythidy. " 

Hall lauded Britain's :ibil- 
iry to Geld character actors 
“in their 40s and .50s — real 
craftsmen — who have the 
ciinGdcnce of their crifr and 
A'rtow' who they are." 

In tbe United States, by 
contrast, "most character 
actors have been slung 
down the bottom of the 
heap if they h:i\cn't made it 
as a star." he said. 

The Ukability factor. Hall 
added, was key: In Britain, 
“acting is about nt>f being 
afniid of putting yourself on 
the line. In .America, you 
have to he liked." 

It's a/.so about projecting 


a persona in the United 
States and submerging that 
persona in England. 'While 
Clint Eastxiood. Jack 
Nicholson and rhe like play 
variations on themselws, 
British stars such as Day- 
Lewis. Bob Hoskins and 
Miranda Richardson are 
chameleons. 

"Daniel is a character 
actor deeply uncomfortable 
with the idea of being a 
star." Richard Eyre said of 
Day-Lewis whom he last 
directed on stage as an un- 
usually impetuous Hamlet. 

To that end. the Oscur- 
w/nning star of My Left 
Foot thinks nothing about 
contorrJng himself to piny 
the afflicled Christy Moore 
or. conversely, pumping 
himself up for The La.si Of 
The Mohicans or growing 
into emotionally ossified 
old age in The .Age Of 
innocence. 

For .some performers, 
acting and character acting 
are .synonymous. 

“.As far as 1 m concerned, 
it's really the only way to 
act. ■* said Suchet. 47. who 
has been electrifying the 
West End for the hist six 
months as the .American 
prxyfessor whi» furn.s abusive 
in Oleanna. 

Suchet said he had never 
been an advocate of the 
personality-star .system. 

"Obviously, there's a de- 
sire for it. hut that is created 
by tbe public who need to 
hen> worship. It's m>t 
actually a way for for any 
:icror to proceed." said 
Suchei. a familiar face on 
.American TV as the Bel- 
gian detective Hercule 
Poirot, as Sigmund Freud, 
and as Joseph Conrad's sec- 
ret agent, among many 
other mles. 

How do tictors know they 
are character acforsl' 

Miriam Margolyes 
laughs. ■’/ knew when I was 
b«»rn; I've always hnown if, 
and / glory in the title. " she 
said. 

“I don't actually know 
what Of/ter kind of actress 
there is. " .said the small, 
round actre.s.s. aware that 
character acting prolongs a 
performer's worth even as 
once-youthful stars are put 
out to pasture with age. 

“The screen likes youth, 
bur luckily it seems :i!so to 
like age. I'm 52, and I'm 
having a better time than 
I’ve ever had." 
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V.K. National Health Service suffers front reforms 


^ Robert Woodward 

[: Reuter 

** 

L^DON — A British stu- 
dent in agony with a kidney 
inaction is forced to wait 23 
hours for hospital treat- 
ment. An 87-year-old with 
cancer sits --for 6ve- 
RiSdra half hours on a chair 
\vhile nurses search desper- 
r.tkfy for s spare bed. 

7T)e conservative govern- 
ment denies it. But doctors, 
fjurkv and patients believe 
Britain's National Health 
SdivicefNHS), once a mod- 
eVibr health care in coun- 
tries'. all over the world, is 
oif'she critical list after 
surgery by ministers, 
major embarrassment 
inzitty life is to meet over- 
scoF doctors and be asked 
n'hy'-ve are ruining one of 
rk^^vorld's best and most 


cost-effective health 
vices, ” professor John 
Ward, a consultant phj^i- 
dan, wrote in the Guaniran 
newspaper. 

five years ago this month 
the ruling Conservatives put 
forward proposals to open 
up the NHS, established in 
1946 by a Labour goveni- 
ment, to market forces. 

Under the rearms, the 
roles of purchaser — local 
and regional health author- 
ities — and provider — 
mainly hospitds — have 
been separated. “The mar- 
ket” is now meant to ensure 
a cheaper service more re- 
sponsive to the needs of 
patients. 

Whether the reforms will 
achieve their long-term pur- 
pose is open to question. 
But what is not in doubt is 
that they have so far caused 


coizAisian, anger and wide- 
spread problems. 

*‘They (the reforms) are 
not working because now it 
is i U to do with economics 
anc' little to do with the 
quality of health care, ” said 
a paediatric suigeon, who 
did not want to be 
named. 

“There has not been 
enough tbou^t behind it, ” 
said one purchaser for a 
London local authority. “Is 
it (the reform plan) there to 
save money or improve 
health? I think it’s a mess. " 

Health Minister Virginia 
Bottomley daims the num- 
ber of people on hospital 
waiting lats has fallen since 
the reforms, the number of 
patients treated has risen 
sharply and spending on the 
NHS has never been hi^er. 

The ^vemment hopes 


patients with less serious 
illnesses will be treated “in 
the community” by doctors* 
Spending is being taken 
away from cities and 
spread more evenly in the 
country. 

Hospital staff in large 
cities say community-ba^ 
services do not yet exist to 
plug the gap and lack of 
funds is forcing them to 
close whole bixpital wards. 
Doctors say they jpentf far 
too J7IUC& tiiiie trying to Gnd 
hospital beds for sick pa- 
tients. 

Patients routinely wait 
for two years for an opera- 
tion and the opposition 
Labour Party says some can 
wait more than four years 
for orthopaedic surgeiy. 
Some surgeons have been 
instructed to stop opera- 
tions because there is no 


: i.py 



rls^ 


t& at€!ohoi ^may 
ter alcoholism^ 


Ritter 

,the Associated Press 


NEVi' YORK — Young 
me/r^ who showed little 
eff^ from the equivalent 
of^pidly drinking three or 
Jlvd^peers were much more 
Hicfily to become alcoholics 
ihaij; men who felt very 
drunk, a study found. 

-7%e effect appeared not 
oAty- among offspring of 
alt^oiics. who are at in- 
creased nsk of alcoholism, 
buC dso in other men. 

Gnding may help pre- 
alcoholism by persuad- 
ing-, children of alcoholics to 
become abstainers if they 
caiT'drink others under the 
tabid, said study author Dr. 
Marc Schuckit. 

J{i the least, he said, it 
•Jiould warn them that if 
ijiey drink until they feel 
ike stopping, it may be too 
much. 

The rinding cairtes the 
same message for people 
who are not children of 


alcoholics, although the re- 
lative insensitivity to alco- 
hol appears to be IdSs com- 
mon in them, he said. 

The work is reported in 
the February issue of the 
American journal of 
psychiatry. Schuckit is a 
psychiatry professor at the 
University of California, 
San Diego, Medical School 
and director of the Alcohol 
Research Centre of the San 
Diego Veterans Affairs 
Medical XZentre. 

A relative insensitivity to 
alcohol may be one inher- 
ited trait that puts children 
of alarholics at heightened 
risk of alcoholism, he said. 

His study related the 
alcohol response of 233 
men, who were around age 
20 when tested, to their risk 
of alcoholism by the time 
they were recontacted an 
averagp j>f ,9J years, later. 

■ The'^testing used two 
alcohol doses that produced 
the same blood alcohol con- 
centrations as drinking ab- 


out three and five beers 
within 10 minutes. The lar- 
ger dose would get some- 
body legally drunk in most 
states. Dr. Schuckit said. 

The men's response was 
assessed with some biolo- 
gical markers and two in- 
dicators used in the new 
analysis: Body swaying and 
a questionnaire that asked 
men how much they felt 
high, /ntoxjcatet/, sleepy:, 
floating, nauseous and 
other sensations. 

By the time of the follo- 
wup, 42 of the 124 men with 
alcoholic fathers and 13 of 
the 98 other men had be- 
come alcoholics. Men with 
alcoholic mothers had been 
excluded from the study. 

The 20 per cent of men 
who had shown the least 
reaction to alcohol had a 43 
per cent rate of alcoholism, 
versus 11 .per cent for the 
'one-ffffh of the men show- 
ing the greatest reaction. 

Among the men with 
ala^lic fathers, the rates 


were 56 per cent versus 14 
per cent, and among the 
other men, the rates were 
24 per cent versus 9 per 
cent. 

Dr. Schuckit said men 
who are relatively resistant 
to the effects of alcohol may 
drink more to feel its 
effects, and then progres- 
sively more as their 6oc/ies 
build up tolerance. So they 
may be more likely to reach 
intakes that put them at 
hi^ risk for alcoholism, he 
said. 

Dr. Schuckit said he had 
excluded women because of 
concern that they ■ migiit 
have different risk /actors 
for alcoholism. But other 
smaller studies suggest a 
similar effect in women, he 
said. 

■’•Dr^iPonald,.jGo9dmjn, a 
psychiatry jwofessor^ji^nd 
alcoffolismresea^er^t the 
University of Kansas, said 
Dr. Schuckit's findings 
made sense. 
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ADDRD MEANINGS 
By Ndtioa Sleioberg 


1 Endive 

34 School paper 

68 Subjugate 

91 UiQixl meas. 

SBags 

38 Bonender Malone 

71 Twenbes 

93 Privilages; abbr. 

10 Bisabaii. og. 

40Swnde 

72 Aubw, Brat 

94 Rusean rulars 

15 'The Oodistnes 

41 Chutzpah 

73 Expresses 

95 Poultry Item 

aenr 

42 0nelm 
Mitruiy^ 

ptaasure 

96 Got up 

19 Ciuismg 

74 01 the 

102 Be without 

20 ' — d Olll. lUSI 

49 Chooses 

congregatiQn 

105 AKA 

the.' 

SSEvangeiisi 

75 Mearaor 

106 EgoMScai vRton 

21 Ol sound 

Robens 

Baneroti 

113 MurdsrM 

22 Vn — (lUtenahini 

54 Ounsi Nn 

76 Eucalyptus eaiar 

114 Fad 

wvdst 

55 Stretch cars 

77 OiheBo was one 

IISBuMwinkle.eg. 

Peppof ~ 

96 Convex moidlfigs 

79 Put on stall 

1 16 Deny caae Item 

24 An Osmond 

57 Nursos. as a 

83 Tm horn me top 

iiTCneerfo 

25 01 Sight 

drink 

64 Firepisca residue 

IlSOlBleci 

26 Ta<4 apAii 

56 Gernun valey 

69 Duck m "Peicr 

1 19 Glass iquaies 

srspeemhMd 

59 MWe awake 

antftfwWor 

ISO MoRSisr or myth 

coi ii.'Op'Vidence'' 

60 Oodles 

66 Hero 

121 Light carnage 

31) He* 

61 Chanen 

67 Ogles 

122 Advertising signs 

31 Deto'c. piei 

63 Even^empered 

68 Bauney m me 

123 Lois stand 

32 — .ina bourvs 

65 Barrel part 

dnvmg menace' 

1S4 Ouayleand 

33 TdSe that' 

66 Storage Doses 

goRnreade 

Rather 

OOWt 

1 DaMT 

29 Si. — s hte 

62 Noshed 

92 Reply abbr. 

J — Mtfiu' 

30 Porone houssig 

63 Tom Hanks movw 

94 nuig metory 

3 BeWd* 

34 Senses ol sell 

64 Before 

95 Drwnabc crews 

4 Rsmgv 

35 Dreu *1 BOirUy 

65 — 6 

96CMy 

5Smi^ — 

gaStiike 

66CIMVV 

97 MitfMlangelo 

SAnnopaie 

37 Ready lor 

67 Bream podiel 

laastemiece 

7 Ch* cen — 

vjcatun? 

doth 

9BOnm 

8 Mdkc d sweater 

38 Jail 

66 Ben's cQ.puppet 

99 8ea«es' 

3 PdCe 

39 Soisids Ot 

69 Nebraska cHy 

drummer 

10 Gem 

piaasute 

70 Heaped 

100 Root vageiabie 

11 'VAiwes —7' 

40 Meamig 

71 Mme Beinhardi 

101 TtflS 

{Gd>don moviei 

4?&ades 

73 Fan- 

1Q2S«rra — 

12 Handy 

43 ResporaMay 

74 CMA's grUiieid 

lOSVaiuatiie item 

•13 Troiwpoftaaen 

14 Slangy turndown 

76 A Marx 

104 Rschw's game 

mode 

45 Erupts 

77 Cuts me grass 

107 Elec ufSis 

U Pampnpina abbr 

46 Suitor Standah 

78-ral 

106 Oiesterfiald 

tS Food hx 'tv 

47 Revival meeting 

80 Bramstotm 

109 Lumber 

adAcifV 

shouB 

81 S«rf soind 

110 Russten 

t6 iSoiler Paliner 

48 bi days ol — 

SEPanolBPOE 

saxd 

T7 Atli/rn^twe wnrds 

50 — bear 

85 Anny nan- abbr. 

111 Frendptam 

16 NorrasoiJ 

51 Treasure — 

69 ntdier 

ii2 Enemies 

2ij Wagea 

52 Locations 

Kershaer 

114 — Dverboardr 



l*iSCfS:7:lsSS is \ is. By Franccn Burton 


ACr^OSS 
1 Cluchcr^ 

3 Malt beverage 
3 CocAiovcd 
9 aiUDprmn 
1 1 an-rnalS 
15 Moteno or &ani 
IS Mairi artery 
17 Retrain m sonq 
1g Roman ro*3 

19 Gi'n VnoAitedge 

20 Liquid measure 
Cl Na*iv-cy suit 
SS - Poe 


COWt 

1 Meu — 

2 trotim ol ttio 
crop 

3 Stion letters 

4 Enfr-e Item 

5 Lotion <ngredie<M 
B Zhi'O'TC'e I0«9 

7 dM 
9 Cru’jrn 

tOWOOdv/orhc'S 
w«55'ty 
1 1 Oo. an plants 


27 Ceramony 

31 tuheo m — ‘ 

32 Otnello 5 "Inend'' 

33 Khomeln's land 

34 Ctuldren s game 

35 NecK-end-necK 

36 Wet blankei 

37 Pea container 

39 Manuaenpt 
endesure: abbr. 

40 — de plume 

41 Soccer star 

42 Acrobat's caote 


fSTwoedme 

13 A Fitzgerald 

14 Witty remarks 

23 Cenam escort 

24 voteame 
Output 

25 Orows dd 

26 Not any 
26 Press out 

tvnnkkn 

29 t/ysne card 

30 Rivals 


46 Director Kazan 

47 Hod^'s Bobby 
49 Vasco da — 

53 Sister or 
story 

54 Cbimney om 

56 Desen nomad 

57 Danger eotor 

59 Unoccupied 

60 "Kvig — " 

61 Regei address 

62 Abound 

63 HeipM people 


36 Pul money in the 
bank 

41 School org. 

43 Hymn ol pieise 

44 Be dormam 

45 wear a«»ay 
gradually 

48 Play inii^7 

49 LainO moasures' 
abor 

50 Nelghbortiood 

51 Tenn or respect 


66 — de deux 

69 Secrale 

70 Is Bom" 

74 feciol features 
76 Out of me wind 
n Josh 

76 Pierre’s Inend 

79 Anttvopoiogat 
Margaret 

80 "To — human" 
61 Head; Fr 

82 Altemoen social 

83 First garden 


52 Unooln 
SSPailem 
58 Dinner course 
61 Horse 

64 Irk 

65 Theory 

67 Pointed a gun 
68HI-WII 

71 Biblical iveed 

72 — Minor 

73 Legal matter 
75 Observed 


Last Week's Cryptoernms 

t. Basketball star ditnks ball In for Tniel score aa cute chaerieader cbeera 
ber kero on. 

2. Wutmedlc, promptly appijing praeeAiral munijil. saved fngiit 
acddenl victim from pnnlyaks. 

3. ,fniy la pemonni iiviiry caae was ag reed npoa not gidJO' verdict — very 
nnnsaal nowsdnya. 

4. Cray- p een olive groves dot the relay hillside. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. SCAATICX EXAKU C AQIITUS-ZXAZYQ CKI 
VACKITUSQU CK WYI ITUSZCJC CU 
ACVVTEU CZZAWCFS SQA ACITUS ZCEFS. 

—By Rita Salvato 

2. TLJYHAQTHELJ TABl ILACEJK LJ JE] 
awss dqmset m^esxejr bsby bejr 

DBLDSB LJ YEXBIWSC MBSLI. — By Earl Ifwlaad 

3. HI BPN LI lARKIC LETTD MG LIPGD, LER 

SMITB BADTIP5 ED BARK PUN LEB 
0 R 1 1 G D. —By Ed Roddle«iB 

4. THEE PLL'SSL P'HISP- ERDS LN PRK: 

“FMEEP HAV FSHUP TREE OSDS ONASS; 
YRIP SAV MY FUNDS." —By Frank N. Stein 
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money left to pay for them. 

Labour says health*s 
share of government spend- 
ing is oOiv as low as in the 
mid-lPTOs. It accuses the 
government of creating a 
medical ‘^class” system 
whereby the rich pay for 
private care and the poor 
right for the scraps of an 
under-funded public 
system. 

“The government have 
created diaos in the world's 
greatest health service,” 
Labour health spokesmao 
David Bluiikett told parifia- 
ment. “The government 
have deliberately created 
two-tier access to services. 
Their record is a disgrace. *’ 

Problems in London are 
ivoisened by a controversial 
plan to merge or dose huge, 
century-old bo^hals in Ae 
centre of the capital, which 
are sometimes just streets 
away from each other, and 


make more money available 
for use in non-dty areas. 

The Royal College of 
Nursing revealed this 
month tiiat 50 per cent of 
patients atrending London 
emergency departments 
have to wait ovemi^t for a 
bed. 

Media reports have bigji- 
lighted cases of seriously ill 
padents being kept on trol- 
leys in drafty corridors be- 
cause there were not 
enough hospital beds in 
London. Government fi- 
gures show ' more than a 
third of NHS hospital beds 
have been doxd since the 
(foaservatives took office in 
1979. 

5ftident Nadene Ghouri 
made ffont-page headlines 
when she reveled tixat she 
was fmced to wait 23 hours 
for a bed aAer goidg to a 
hospital suffering ^m a 
serious kidney infection. 


To add insult to inju^f 
Ghouri claimed a hospital 
manager tried to persuade 
her to “go private" and 
receive jindiediate treat- 
ment as she lay in agony. 
“This is not Mogadishu, or 
Addis Ababa, or 
Sarajevo," raged the Lon- 
don Evening Standard. 

“It is London, ip which 
this government apparently 
does not consider it a poli- 
tical priority to maintain 
standards of simple human 
decency for its sick 
dtizens. ” 

Londoners have great 
auction for the ho^itals. 
often sprawling, decr^it 
Victorian buildings. Hospit- 
al staff fear specialist ser- 
vices, baOt upon more than 
100 yeais of e;qpeitise, will 
be dilated or lost after the 
amalgamations. 

Ponoraiised nurses are 
sick and tired of the confii- 


Sion and tbeir workiag con- 
“Most people ^ 

mum stand^ 
want to make cuts, the riff 
place they look at is the 
niip^es one nurse saia. 

“patiencs get an adequate 
amount of care 
they deserve. It 
morale terrible, she 

anger is fuelled by 
the increase in manors 
who earn salaries far above 
rimse of doctors and nurses. 
Spending on managers’ pay 
in London has incre^ 

109 per cent in the past four 

years while the ^tll for 
nurses and midwtves fell 23 
per cent. 

“A lot of these managers 
are not medically qual- 
iSed,” said the paediatn- 
dan. “They would not 
know quality of service if 
they saw it. " 




Study: Too much dietary 
iron may cause cancer in men 


By Lauran Neergaard 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON— Even a 
tittle too much iron in men’s 
diets could increase their 
risk of cancer, a new study 
suggests. 

Iron is an essential nut- 
rient found mainly in red 
.meat and grains fortified 
with vitamins and suf^le- 
ments. Too little can cause 
medical problems, from 
anemia to retardation. But 
the new research indicates 
that supplementing diets 
with iron, whether in pills 
or fortified foods, may not 
be in everyone's . best in- 
terest either. 

The largest study of date. 


National Museum of Health 
and Medicine in 
Washington. 

The study was published 
alongside one from Finland 
that found the same phe- 
nomenon there. Smaller 
studies have had similar 
findings, raising the ques- 
tion of whether American 
public health policy, with its 
empbasjs on fortiried foods 
and vitamins, should be re- 
examined. 

“Iron fortification was in- 
stituted with a lot of good 
intentions but maybe not 
with complete informa- 
tion, ” said Dr, Katherine 
McGIynn an iron expert at 
the Fox Chase Cancer Cem 


pu6/is6^^:^ii. .tkel imma^ 

panel Sifewma / ^ 
Uows a risk of cancel 


snows a rtsx or cancer in 

men begttrmrig i^^^en ^ M/«e>egot 

me amotmir of iron in their ^ supplementing, 
bodies is 10 per cent higher 


than average. 

“There is such as thing as 
too much of a good thing,” 
said study author Dr. Marc 
Micozzi, director of the 


It’s much too early to say 
supplements should be 
stopped, said Abe Parvan- 
ta, a nutritionist with the 
^ntres for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC). 


“Whether high intakes of 
iron over a lifetime can 
potentially affect health, 
the research is not defini- 
tive,” he said. 

Ifon deridency is mainly 
a problem of the poor and 
malnourished. 

It has been icnouTi that 
high iron overloads can be 
dan^rous, too. 

Now comes the research 
indicating slightly high 
levels of iron may be bad, 
too. Last year researchers 
said it may increase heart 
disease, and the recent 
study found risks for a vari- 
ety of cancers, from co/on 
to liver. 

Dr. Richard Stevens of 
Paciric Noitbwest Labora- 
tory^MttqdJt;allwitii.al988 
■ stiKfy <of I4i000..:heaithy '' 
' Americans that ibnnd men 
with! high :ironi‘--1evds were 
37 per cent more likely to 
develop cancer than those 
with low levels. 

Differences weren’t sta- 
tistically significant in 
women, who lost iron 
through menstniation. The 


only way to shed excess iron 
is to bleed; people with high 
levels are encouraged to 
donate blood. 

Dr. Stevens and Dr. 
Micozzi re-e.xamined the 
same people to rind where 
the risk began. They disco- 
vered a typical American 
has enough iron to rill up 30 
per cent of the protein that 
carries the metal to his red 
blood cells. But risk for 
cancer began increasing 
when that protein was 40 
per cent full, the study said. 

It’s a disturbing rinding 
“for aging men like me” 
because iron accumulates 
overtime. Dr. Stevens said. 

The data shouldn’t be 
surprising. Dr. Micozzi 
:sNdi because iron is an ox- 
idkni — it causes molecular 
reactions with oxygen that 
damage the body's cells. 

Scientists are excited about 
antioxidants vitamins such 
as C and E that may repair 
such cell damage — but few 
have studied the oxidants 
themselves, he said. 


. ir 


Rare virus ‘can mask’ important 
measure of AIDS infection 


CHICAGO (AP) — A rare 
leukemia virus can mask an 
important measure of the 
severity of HIV infections 
and make those who have 
the virus get sick faster, a 
new study found. 

The virus, called HTL V- 
I, is relatively rare in the 
United States. But it has a 
higher-than-average fre- 
quency, in people ivbo have 
HIV, and especially in drug 
users who share needles, 
researcbe/s said. 

The reseamhers studied 
Z7 men and women who 
had both HIV — which 
causes A/05 — and HTL V- 
/ infections in Rio De 
Janeiro. Brazil. They com- 
pared them with 99 similar 
men and women who had 


HIV infections but not 
HTLV-I. 

The researchers found 
that people with both infec- 
tions tended to Aave more 
white blood cells, called 
CD4 ce/is, than people with 
HIV alone. Lower CD4 
counts have always been 
associated with worse HIV 
iniicfions. 

i: : rbe dual-infected 

pt‘. -Ic had more severe 
syn\, 'orns. said the resear- 
chers, led by Dr. Mario 
Schechter of the Federal 
University of Rio De 
Janeiro. 

They repotted their find- 
ings in the latest issue of the 
Journal of the American 
Medical Association. 


Dr. Stanley H. Weiss, 
director of infectious dis- 
eases epidemiology in the 
Depsutment of Preventive 
Medicine at New Jersey 
Medical School in Newark, 
said the study is important. 

“This report suggests the 
use of CD4 counts in per- 
sons co-infected with HIV 
and HTLV-I... may be 
more complicated than in 
persons with HIV alone,” 
he said. 

It could be misleading for 
doctors to use CD4 counts 
to gauge the severity of 
HIV infeaions, he said, 
even though the Federal 
Centres for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) de- 
fines AIDS by it. 


The CDC says anyone 
whose CD4 count falls be- 
low 200 cells per cubic mil- 
limetre of blood can be clas- 
sified as having AIDS. 

People infected only m iih 
HTLV-I I, I per e"n, 
chance oi developing u 
blood cancer called uduli 
T-cell leukemi:,. which 
often kills quicklv. The 
virus is a major cause of 
leukemia in southern J:,n;n 
and the Cnrihheun, where 
the virus is much more pro 
vnkm than in the U„i,ed 
State.s. 

HTLV-I also is linked fn 
a pofenfia//v fatal, deaen- 
erarive nerve disease "that 
causes spasticitv and par, 
lysis of the lens. 


^ORS can save 3 million lives annually^ 


DHAKA (AFP) — Oral 
rehydration solution 
(ORS). a simple and cheap 
treatment used by millions 
of diarrhoeal patients worl- 
dwide, has the potential to 
save up to three million 
lives annually, an expert 
here said. 

“It (ORS) is a people- 
friendly technology” that 
saves over a million lives 
each year from life- 
threatening diarrhoeal dis- 
eases, Demissie Habte. 
chief of the Dbaita-based 
International Centre for Di- 
arrhoeal Disease Research, 
Bangladesh ( I CDDR . B ) 
told a ORS conference 
here. 

The JCDDR.B is a suc- 
cessor to Dhaka's foreign- 
aided Cholera Research 


Laboratory where resear- 
chers in 1968 Grst com- 
pleted clinical trials of ORS 
for treatment of tens of 
thousands of victims of 
cholera and diarrhoea in 
this part of the world. 

Dr. Habte said in the 
United States. 200.(X)0 chil- 
dren. hospitalised with di- 
airhoeal diseases each year, 
were created with expen- 
sive intravenous dips. He 
said effective use of ORS 
could not only reduce their 
sufferings, but also save 
$400 million annually. 

There are still two-to- 
three million children dying 
of diarrhoeal diseases in the 
world due to the failure of 
mothers to use ORS effec- 
tively and at right time. Dr. 
Habte said. 


Prime Minister Khaleda 
Zia, who opened the confer- 
ence to celebrate ORS's 
25th anniversaor, termed 
discovery of ORS as a re- 
markable advancement in 
the field of mediQne. 

ORS was playing a vital 
role against diarrhoea, one 
of the principal causes of 


infant mortality in Thj 
World countries, includii 
Bangladesh, she said ai 
hoped the local and foreh 

researchers at thelCDDR 
would continue their sean 
tor newer technologies r 
ORS for the benefit of bo 
developed and devehoh 
countries. ^ 


Solutions 

perplexities 

U.S.A. 

(1) New Hampshire, (he, men, warship) 
(2J Rhode Island. (Red, dash, lion) 

(3) Minnesota. (Son, at, mine). 
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Plots bust 

(Coptimied from page 1) 


Justice on trial: Kuwait three years after liberation 


tjves and how they could be 
controlled. 

■‘These are pan of a biggest 
{ifAan) of assassinations, explo- 
sions and... must be the doing 
of a group that seeks to des- 
tabilise the re^me and influ- 
ence its political decision,” 
said Deputy Abdul Rauf 
RaiR’’abdeb. 

The Kingdom must resist 
sudi pressures on the country, 
which refuses to make conces- 
sions on Arab rights in the 
peace process through which it 
seeks to attain just and lasting 
peace, be said. 

Mr. Hammad said investiga- 
tions into the explosions were 
continuing and details will be 
announced when they are 
finished. 

Re^nding to Mr. Ham- 
mad’s statement that the 
arreted groups planned to rob 
banks b^use they are "usur- 
ous,” Islamic Action Deputy 
Abdallah Akaileb said Islamic 
thou^t ”is innocent from any 
action that is not predicated on 
wise treatment.” 

“The statement has special 
impUcations,” he said, adding 
that blam does not call for 
dealing with usury by “such 
shameful acts.” 

Bomb scare 

(Continued from page 1) 
houses and reports of at least 
one bomb being removed from 
a liquor store, Wednesday’s 
incident jolted Amman resi- 
dents. 

They had woken up to read 
in Arabic dailies a vivid 
account of tiie Feb. 2 explosion 
at Zarqa's Salwa theatre by 
none other than a suspect who 
confessed to having planted 
the crude, homemade device, 
which seriously injured himself 
and another man, an Egyptian. 

The earlier explosion, at 
Amman's Rivolt theatre on 
Jan. 26, injured seven. Both 
movie theatres were screening 
soft-pom movies. 

Eid Saleh Jahaleen, 31, who 
lost his legs in the Zarqa explo- 
sion, was quoted as saying in 
interviews with the Arabic 
papers from his hospital bed 
that be was not a member of 
any group but was persuaded 
by Mohammad AK Shehadeh, 
Mio is also under detention, to 
plant the device in the movie 
house. 

i4(r. Jahaleen, a plumber aofi' 
frther of. three, ^d Mr. 
hadeh, a buUcting materials 
merchant, used to a'ddr^ 
Koraiuc meetings in the Baqaa 
Palestinian refugee camp and 
had visited Afghanistan more 
than once. 

He said Mr. Shehadeh had 
also indicated to him that he 
was somehow responsible for 
the blast at the RivoU. The 
planting of the exfrionve de- 
vioe at the Rivoli was ”ea^," 
be quoted Mr. Shehadeh as 
saying. 

‘T was told that (the planting 
(rf the bomb) would be an aa 
of welfere... since there are^so 
many bad things in this coun- 
try,” Mr. Jahaleen was quoted 
as saying in the interview. 

Mr. Jahaleen’s account of 
the e:^Iosion, as derived from 
die interview, went as follows: 

In his profession as plumber, 
which u^ to earn him JD 12 a 
day, be was in contact with Mr. 
Shehadeh, who used to sell 
pfnmbing material. Mr. She- 
hadeh boasted that “be knew 
better*’ than most, and used to 
talk about “decadence in the 
society and the need to address 
such tilings as dnetnas showing 
pornographic movies and 
women having to queue with 
men to collect (subsidised) 
food coupons." (There was no 
^lanation to the purported 
link betu*sen tiie coupon dis- 
tribution and planting a bomb 
at a movie house). 

Mr. Jahaleen was told by 
Mr. Shehadeh to scout the 
Zazqa theatre a few days be- 
fore the actual explosion was 
planned. He reported back to 
the merchant the planting of 
the bomb did not pose a prob- 
lem. 

Subsequently, Mr. She- 
hadeh gave him the explosive 
device and told him how to 
plug in the timer. 

Mr. Jahaleen went to the 
theatre and watched a movie 
that started at 11 a.m. During 
the course of the movie, he 
switdied places and fixed the 
timer to the device and shoved 
H under a seat. 

Mr. Jahaleen “forgot all al>- 
out the bomb” and continued 
to vrateh the movie. But the 
bomb exploded 45 minutes 
earlier than timed. “The next 
thing 1 knew, 1 woke up in 
hospital... and then I realised 
that I had lost by le^.” 

By his own admis^on, Mr. 
Jab^M is not a devout Mus- 
lim and does not strictly follow 
Islamic teachings; nor does he 
mast on his wife wearing an 
Islamic veil. 

“X have dirtied my hand with 
such an evil crime," he was 
quoted as saying. “I regret it 
now.” 


Amnesty Internationaf Report 


TTHREE' years ago this 
month, at the end of the (}ulf 
war. Iraqi forces withdrew 
from Kuwait. This event is 
usually referred to as the li- 
beration of Kuwait. For many 
people in Kuwait this period 
was not the be^nning of ftw- 
dom, but the end. 

WhQe many governments — 
including those whose troops 
had taken part in the Gulf war 
to remove Iraqi forces from 
Kuwait — urg^ the Kuwaiti 
government to respect free- 
dom and democracy now that 
the country’s sovereignty had 
been restored, hundreds of 
P^estinians. Jordanians, Ira- 
qis, members of the bidun 
community and others were 
being arbitrarily arrested as the 
Kuwaiti armed forces, poUce 
and armed civilians rounded 
up those suspeaed of 

“collaborating” with Iraqi 
forces during the occupation. 
Many of them had liv^ and 
trarked in Kuwait for genera- 
tions and were arrested solely 
on the basis of their nationality 
or origm. in retaliation for the 
posidon taken by their govern- 
ments or leaders on the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait in August 
1990. 

Scores of those anested died 
in detention after being tor- 
tured. Others were killed, or 
“disappeared” in custody and 
are stilt unaccounted for. Many 
were held in seaet detention 
centres for months, detained 
without charge or trial. Three 
years on, some are still await- 
ing trial, while an estimated 
400 reraain held in Talha De- 
portation Centre. 

Those who do get to court 
face trials which do not meet 
international staiKlards for fair 
trial, yet which have resulted in 
death sentences or long prison 
terms. One man has already 
been executed and 19 prisoners 
are now facing the death penal- 
ty. Over 140 people, induding 
prisoners of conscience, are 
serving sentences of up to life 
imprisonment. 

What has been done in 
Xowait doring the past three 
years to investigate these hu- 
man rights violations and to 
bring their perpetrators to jus- 
tice? ’The Kuwaiti govern- 
ment’s glence speaks for itself. 

Detainees who were brought 
to 4 trial -Within the first few 
months after~the Iraqi occupa- 
tion of Kuwait was end^, 
found themselves fadng a mar- 
tial law oourt on charges of 


“collaboration” with the 
occupation forces. An A1 dele- 
gate who anended a number of 
sessions before the court con- 
cluded that “...the triab were 
defective in all the critical 
phases ~ in the pre-trial 
period, during the hearings 
themselves and afterwards in 
the lack of defendants* right to 
appeal to a higher tribunal. In 
some cases, defendants were 
never cold whac charges they 
faced.” Over a one-month 
period, between 19 May and 20 
June 1991, 164 defendants 
were tried, 42 of them in 
absentia. 

AI called for the trials to be 
halted immediately until they 
were brought in line with inter- 
national standards, but the 
Kuwaiti government efid not 
respond. The tri^ continued. 
Tawnty-nine defendants were 
senten^ to death ^ile 72 
others received custodial sent- 
ences ranging between one 
year and life; 45 other defen- 
dants were acquitted. Some of 
the defendants were convicted 
solely on the basis of “confes- 
sions” extracted under torture; 
others on the basis of hearsay 
testimony from secret witnes- 
ses — in some ««« after 
having been denied access to a 


defence lawyer until the start 
of the trial. 

None had the right to 
appeal. The fate of tbt^ con- 
victed was left in (he hands of 
Crown Mnce Sheikh Sa’ad At 
Abdallah Al SalMfa u1u>, in hU 
capacity as martial law gov- 
ernor. was empowei^ to re- 
duce, confirm or even increase 
the sentences. AI believes 
that mounting international 
pressure on Kuwait during this 
period led to die commutation 
of the 29 death sentenees, a 
Step wbi^ AI welcomed. The 
crown prince also reduced a 
number of custodial senunees. 

Nevenheless, at least ^ 
prisoners convicted by the 
martial taw courts are currently 
serving terms of imprisonment 
in Kuwait Central Prisem fol- 
lowing manifestly unfair trials. 
Some of them are prisoners of 
ooosdenoe. AI has consistently 
called for a judidal review cd 
all these cases to be sec up. The 
Kuwaiti government has re- 
fused to do so. 

Balqis Hafez FadhiJ, a 29- 
year-old Iraqi, used to work 
for a television company that 
produced cultural program- 
mes, based in but in- 

volving all Golf countries. She 
is DOW serving a 10-year prison 
sentence for “collabtMation" 
with the Iraqi autiiorities. She 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL REGRETS (hat the Kuwaiti 
govcmmciiC has net seen fit to take any serknis aetkw on any of 
the eoacems raised with It over the post three yeses. Even Done 
repcttable Is the fad that the govenunent did not see fit to 
ap p l y to the of Its own law eaforeeraciit olfldalf those 

in tenia tieoal h—iaM r^jhls standards wfakh tt JustUsUy caDed 
for during the o c cup ation of the country. 

In May 1991, apiHueiitly as a resnU of eonthwhig adverse 
intematfonal media pobltd^, KnwaK*s crown prince hhnsdf 
ptddidy stated that residents of Knwnlt were tiring ^*hi the 
diadkiw of temr, fear and frig|il**, and that some of them had 
h— taken to police ■*•*>*»»*<« nhere they could be “tortured”. 
He caBed on the Ministry of Interior to remove “ dlsflln ri n a ed 
and bad dements from Hs ranks**. How fids diredive was to be 
hn|drmmifd was never made dear, and Al bdlevcs that no 
ser hw s cflbrta were made to do so. 

The KawaU govenaicBt has fafled: 

— to condad any aerioas iavcstigatioiM into cases of 
arbitrary arrest, pndoaged detention without trial, torture, 
deaths in enstody, “dlsi|ipearanees” and cxtrsdadidal killings. 

— to bring to justice any law enforcement ofSciah responsi- 
ble for these crimes, and deqdte its to Al that It has 

taken Icgsd proceedings some of them, it has to date 

provided no detaBs or eridenoe of fids. 

— to jiMi i p* — th«i wifrttwe of th<^ hiiiMM righto v intoHoriK 

and thdr fandles. 

— to e nsm e ***** trial proc ee dings before the State Security 
Conrt cenibnn to Intcmafionri Crir trial standards. Defendants 
rn^KMi etoheiiMirfaMMdforproloiigedpefhidsorsfWifnffdtD 

tr iple, 

^•to set up a JodidBl review of the cases of .prisoacrs 
cQorided by martial law eonrts after manifestJy aatair triaSa. 
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Chinese New Xear 

at 

Al Mansaf Restaurant. 
Celebrate the year of the Dog on 
February 10 and 11 with an 
unforgettable and mouthwatering 


Chinese feast... 


Kun£[ Hei Fat Choy ! 
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A Kuwaiti soldier stands in from of pris4iners bring tried before a martial court in 1991 on 
‘collaboration' charges (Popper foto) 


was charged in conocction with 
the much publicised Al Nida' 
newspaper case, the only news- 
paper v^tefa the Iraqi author- 
ities allowed to be published 
during the occupation. Along 
with 14 others, she was con- 
victed before a martial law 
court in 1991. She denied all 
charges in court. Six of the 
defendants — including one 
woman — received death sent- 
ences which were later com- 
muted to life imprisonment. 

Defendants held on “col- 
laboration" charges who had 
not been tried when martial 
bw was lifted at the end of 
June 1991 remained in deten- 
tion until April 1992 when the 
trials resuro^. this time before 
the State Security Court. In the 
interim period Kuwait's State 
Security Law was amended, 
grv^ tile defendants certain 
limited rights denied them 
under mar^ Uw. Tliese in- 
cluded the right to appeal on 
points of law. and the right to 
complain against continued de- 
tention before a newly- 
esiabiisbed review court. 
However, defendants were still 
not able to appeal on questions 
of faa (although this is allowed 
in ordinary criminal cases), 
and preventive detention could 
still be repeatedly renewed by 
the review court, in some cases 
without the presence of a de- 
fence lawyer. 

At least 19 {Mople — indud- 
ing seven Iraqis and 10 Jorda- 
nians of Palestinian origin — 
now face possible execution 
after being sentenced to death 
by the State Security Court in 
1992 and 1993. One execution 
of an Iraqi national, convicted 
of murder and membership of 
the pro-Iraq Arab Liberation 
Front, ‘Abdul Rahman Hassan 
Khafi, was carried out in May 
1993. This was the first re- 
corded judidal execution in 
Kuwait since 1989. 

The verdict on another 14 
pet^e — charged in connec- 
tion with an alleged Iraqi gov- 
ernment plot to assassinate for- 
mer United States President 
George Bush — was due on 
December 25. Tbe prosecution 
had already asked for the 
death penal^ to be imposed on 
all U Iraqis and one of the 


three Kuwaitis standing trial. 
In July 1993. Al called for a 
re-trial. Among other things, 
the organisation was con- 
cerned about the xiolation of 
the defendants’ rights during 
pre-trial detention, including 
being denied the b^ic right to 
have a lawyer defending them 
at all stages of the proceedings. 

Among the victims were 
young boys and men over 70 - 
years of age, the majority of 
them Palestinians. Jordanians, . 
Iraqis, and Sudanese. Other 
victims included members of 
the bidun community" stateless 
Arabs, many of whom were 
bom in Kuwait and have lived 
and worked there for years, 
but who continue to be denied 
the most basic civil and politic- 
al rights. 

In some eases the victims 
were rushed to hospitals for 
emergency treatment, where 
tight security controls were en- 
forced and treatment was 
generally administered by 
Kuwaiti doctors. Despite the 
difficulties in gaining access to 
such victims. Al did obtain 
hospital records on some cases. 
These, together with testimo- 
nies from non-Kuwaiti doctors, 
indicated that during the 
period of martial law there was 
a high incidence of “patients” 
being admitted to hospitals suf- 
fering from kidney failure re- 
sulting from “crush syndrome" 
— a condition frequently 
associated with traumatic dam- 
age to muscle tissue, such as 
would result from severe beat- 
ings. 

AT believes that in many 
cases the victims were picked 
up and tortured solely on the 


basis of their nationality or 
origin. Among the medic^ re- 
cords obtain^ by Al were 
those of two Kuwaiti nationals 
who had been arrested and 
beaten: they had apparently 
been mistaken for Palestinians. 

Others did nc«i survive sui.h 
rri>»*meni and died or were 
otherwise killed while in cus- 
tody. 

Ahmad Jassem Al Thajil, an 
18-year-old Shiite Muslim and 
member of the bidun commun- 
ity, died on 6 March 1991 after 
three days’ detention in Ai 
Rumaithiyya police scatior- 
His body was then taken to tne 
morgue at Mubarak Hosptal, 
where two doctors lestilTed to 
AI that they had seen tbe body 
and that it bore the .-narks of 
severe beatings. 

Despite numerous public 
appeals to the emir of Kuwait 
and government officials, the 
wave of torture and killings 
continued throughout the 
period of martial law. As far as 
Al is aware, the Kuwaiti gov- 
ernment has failed to seriously 
investigate a single report of 
torture or killing connected 
with that period, has failed to 
bring to justice those responsi- 
ble for such abuses, and has 
failed to compensate a single 
victim. 

AI continued to receive re- 
ports of torture after martial 
law was lifted at the end of 
June 1991 but the incidence of 
such cases gradually decreased 
by the end of that year. In 1992 
and 1993 there were new re- 
ports of torture unrelated to 
tbe Gulf conflict. 

In June 1992, a Sri Lankan 
national, Colompurage Asoka 


Patbmakumara, died on the . 
way to Al Farwaniyya Hospit- .• 
al. apparently after being to . 
rtured at Jlaib Al ShuyukH 
police station. He had been 
arrested in May after being | 
accused of robbery, an accusa- • 
tion which his wife strongly - 
denies. A death certificate 
issued by the Ministry of Public • 
Health gave the cause of death 
as “bruises on the back and 
foot and fractures in the right 
thigh, internal haemhorrhage 
and shock”. In December 1992 
the Justice Ministry told AI 
that Che death of the Sri Lank- 
an detainee was not unlawful 
and was the result of injuries 
sustained when he fell from a 
building while attempting to 
escape. The ministry conc^ed 
that he had been beaten “light- 
ly” during inierrogaiion to ex- 
traci a confession, and said 
that seven policemen had been 
referred to the Criminal Coun 
on torture charges. However; 
despite AI’s repeated requests, 
tbe government has to date 
failed to provide details of leg- 
al proceedings being followed 
in the cases of the seven police- 
men implicated in the torture 
of Colompurage A-oka Path-- 
makumara. 

Hisham Ben Soil j. an air- 
line steward of du’ ‘>:*hand. 
Tunisian nation:::-; • • ;as re-: 
portedly tortured tn July 1992". 
while held for over two weeks ' 
at Messila Civil Defence Ceri-^' 
tre. After his release he said he 
had said he had been beaten 
repeatedly and burned with 
cigarettes while in custody, and 
dented access to British consur 
lar officials until the moment 
of his release. 
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This Single Device Enables Communication 

Using a Telephone Line 

The Birth of the XL-7000 Equipped with Electronic Communication Capabilities 


M Tuveday 18 



IB TSM COrCiFr 



— 


H ISL'N 





H 

i — 


. 




Isvn 


• 

1 




Monday t7 




bOC BoyWlNtBtoMbSl 
Cal' TAn’tvfSt 

Pi^nt-sustiMiMa 

I OB 



ftceoiMi 

bawrm 

MSP 

Ml ! 
«Xue 
s.ieaae 

' 

PepM 

TO* 

■ 

TMMrcr 

^1 

HM 

ess 






•Easy exchange of data using a telephone 
line (the use of optional communication 
softwaiWallowsaccessto data communi- 
cation companies) filMB of RAM and 4MB 
of ROM memory •Personal computer 
operation system (GEOS) •Handwritten 
character recognition system** •PCMCIA 
type 2.0 IC card system fiData comm- 
unication with 8 personal computer 


Persona/ MonnaSon Processor 

./XL-70B0 


•Infrared data communication between 
two units •Operation for 100 hours using 
three AA-size batteries 

• ‘CompuSoive^ comnutaoon stfnMare e scnediM Iw MBBaa soon 
ThMo aie eonw lypM 4l MawiaHen that cannel ba aecomnoteed. 
TiNn are tomo oGunwo ana ansa aneti am mate reocMMdopnone 
HnsMivlea. 

■*Cuiaaar lacognuion itmimo n block loners wrtuen in Engian. 
Spanish, Qaiman, French, er luuinn 


ceosa. 
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Japan cuts growth targets 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese coo 
nomic planners edged closer to 
reality Wednesday, slashing 
growth forecasts for this bua- 
ness year to the lowest level in 
two decades and predicting 
modest growth in the year 
starting April 1. 

But private economists diink 
the official oudook, issued the 
day after Japan unveiied its 
biggest-^er economic stimulus 
padcage, is probably still too 
rosy. 

A senior Economic Planning 
Agency (EPA) official told re- 
porters the a^ncy had cut its 
growth forecast for gross 
national product (GNP) in fis- 
cal 1993/^ to Mardi 31 from 
an earlier 3.3 per cent to a slim 
0.2 per cent. 

would be the lowest 
growth since the economy 
reeled from the diock of hi^er 
oil prices in 1974^5. 

The offidal said tiie growth 
target was being set at 2.6 per 
cent of GNP for fiscal lS^94/95, 
«iiich ei^ on Mardi 31, 1995. 


Gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth is expected to 
rise 1^ just 2.4 per cent in the 
same period. 

But the EPA forecasts re- 
main above those by many 
private economists. 

The agency offidal said this 
was becanse the government 
has taken into account all of a 
15.25 trillion yen ($141 bDlion) 
economic package unveiled 
Tuesday by Prime Minister 
Morihiro Hosokawa’s coali- 
tion. 

The package included soim 
six trillioD yen ($55.5 InUion) in 
income and other tax cuts. 


“Forecasts by private institu- 
tions were made before the 
latest economic package was 
announced. They had digested 
(long-planned) income tax cuts 
but not the public works 
spending or housing invest- 
ment (which are other ele- 
ments of the package)," the 
offidal said. 

PrivAfi- economists said be- 


fore the package was 
announced that the economy, 
mh«d in one of its worst post- 
worid war n recession, could 
actually shrink this fiscal year, 
which ^owth in 1994/95 is like- 
ly to be a mere 0 J per cent or 
so. 

Some foreign economists 
have been more optimistic, but 
still only expect growth around 

1.5 per cent. Peter Morgm, 
chief economist at Merrill 
Lyndi J^an, said he trimmed 
his foreost from an original 

1.6 per cent because tax cuts 
were smaller than expected. 

Economists pointed out that 
government growth forecasts 
are targets to guide policy 
rather than forecasts of reali^. 

The agency admitted its 
huge current account and trade 
surpluses were set to be bigger 
than expected in 1993/94. It 
tried to soften this by releasing 
the forecast in yen rather than 
dollars. 

It now expects a current 
account surplus of 14.4 trillion 


yen ($133 billion) in fiscal 
1993/M to end-Marcfa, com- 
pared with an earlier offidal 
forecast of 14.2 trillion yen 
($131 billion). It also sees a 
trade surplus of 15.4 trillion 
yen ($142 biliion) in 1993/94. 


Israel economic 
growth set to dip, 
says forecast 


But the agem^, in yen 
terms, expects the current 
account surplus to fall to 13.8 
trillion yen ($127 tnllion) in 
1994/9S and the trade surplus 
to dip to IS trillion yen ($138 
billion). 


It was the first time the 
agency has issued the forecasts 
in yen only. Officials said they 
wanted to do that because ex- 
change rate fluctuations distort 
the trend of dollar figures. 


In calender 1993, for exam- 
ple. Japan's carrent account 
surplus rose to a record 
$131.35 billion, but in yen 
terms fell two per cent to 14.60 
trillion yen ($135 bflHon) — 
the first sudi dedine in three 
years. 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s 
strong economic growth wfll 
start to dip next year unless the 
goverrunent acts to cool down 
real estate and sh^ prices, a 
leadiDg forecaster said Tues- 
day. 

Yacov Shetnin of the con- 
sultiog firm Economic Models 
Ltd. predicted growth would 
drop to about thm per cent in 
1995 from an expected six per 
cent this year unless the ^iv- 
enuneot changed course. 

“K the stock market and real 
estate continue to climb at a 
very fai^ rate then the eco- 
nomy wfll deviate from pro- 
duction into the financial sec- 
tor. Growth wiQ come down,” 
be told Reuters. 

Mr. Shetnin, echoing con- 
troversial comments laA year 
by central bank governor 


Jacob Frankel, said only 
speeding np of the govern- 
ment’s privatisation program- 
me could soak up liquidity in 
toel’s stock maritet and pre- 
vent share prices rising too 
high. 

The government could also 
ease soaring real estate prictt, 
another drain on prodoctive 
investment, by putting more 
land on the marl^. The state 
owns most of tile land in Israel. 

^’The government agrees on 
both of toese policies in theory 
but there has been tittle real 
movement. 

brael has averaged about 
five per cent annual growth in 
gross national product over the 
past five years, spurred by a 
wave of immig^on from the 
countries of the former Soviet 
Union. 


Congo agrees to IMF 


measures 


Singaporeans snap up 
foreign property 


Indian demand puts 
lining into silver 


• BRAZAVILLE (R) — Congo 
agreed in principle Tuesday to 
' International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) austerity measures in 

- exchange for external loans, 
offidal sources said. 

Under the terms of the deal. 

- spelled out in a letter of intent 
' to Washington. Congo under- 
takes to cut its bloated dvil 
service, end fixed prices, intro- 

' duce a fuel tax. raise the cost of 
' ’JtiJities and privatise or res- 
tructure state-owned firms. 

Badly hit by last month's 
; dev^uation of the CFA franc 
and shaken by factional fight- 
- ing tearing its capital apart. 
Congo desperate for cash. 

. 3ut the 7 has stipulated 
‘ radical stem's v> streamline the 
economy before any more aid 
' is granted. 

cl! revenue has 


been frittered away on loss- 
making state-owned com- 
panies and an administrative 
sector out of all proportion to 
its three million population. 


Under the IMF deal, which 
Congo hopes to sign in the next 
few months, the government 
agrees to shave at least 20.000 
employees from its 60.000- 
strong payro}}. 

State refinery Congolaise de 
Raffinage. which currently 
processes less than half its 
capadty of one million tonnes, 
vrill either be liquidated or 
forced to find new partners. 

The government, which has 
received no external loans for 
the last three years, also under- 
takes to pay off its internal 
debt of 400 billion CFA ($670 
million). 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — Sing- 
aporeans are pouring millions 
of dollars into land and houses 
as far afield as the United 
States and Australia as local 
property prices soar, real 
estate experts xay. 

“In the last three or four 
years. Singaporeans have in- 
vested millions of dollars in 
property overseas." said Kevin 
Wilkinson, head of Hill 
Samuel Merdiant Bank Asia, 
one of Singapore's biggest real 
estate financiers. 

Mr. Wilkinson said that 
while no figures were avail- 
able. the amount of Singapore 
dollars going into foreign prop- 
erty is "growing very rapidly 
each year," spurred by a strong 
local currency and relatively 
low prices abroad. 

“Tliis trend has not reached 


a fever pitch yet. Investing 
overseas may be the way many 
Singaporeans will go in the 
near future." he said. 


Agents say that local proper- 
ty in prime ares is now priced 
at an average of 600 Singapore 
dollars ($375) per square foot. 

“The 100 to 300 Singapore 
dollars ($63 to $168) per 
square ftMt for property in 
cities tike Melbourne and 
Atlanta are good buys by com- 
parison." one agent said. 

Singaporeans making their 
first property investment 
abroad often pick 'Perth and 
London where brokers said 
yields are much hi^er. 

Ocher favourites are 
Malaysia. New Zealand and 
more recently, the United 
States. 


LONDON (AFP) — Demand 
from India has driven up the 
price of sWer which recently 
reached the highest point since 
19M. expert here have said. 

Only a few months ago, in 
the autumn of 1993. the price 
had been depresed by uncer- 
tainty about the strength of 
reoivery in the U.S. economy 
and the development of photo- 
graphic film which does not use 
silver bromide. 


in the United States. 

Aperts say that the main 
factor behind prices now is 
growing physical demand from 
Indian Imyers. 


“India represents one fifth 
of the total demand, soon a 
quarter." said precious metals 
expert at brokers UBS, Andy 
Smith. 


Fcm- nearly a week the price 
has held above $5.^ an ounce 
on the London market, having 
reached $5.43. 

The price had firmed at the 
end of the year, from less than 
$4 in September, to stabilise 
above SS in response to buying 
by the jewellery industry be- 
fore Christmas and by recovery 


In India many people use 
silver as an investment. Silver 
is the only precious metal 
which is relatively inexpensive 
for buyers with modest incom- 
es, experts said. 

Imports by India have nearly 
tripled within a year in re- 
sponse to an easing of customs 
regulations applying to the 
movement of the metal which 
were introduced in February 
1993. 


For more information: 
Reservation: 666055 
Sales: 698317 / 698318 
or your travel agent 


I Buy a First Class ticket Amman - Paris - New York, and a 
Club Class New York * Paris - Amman, and fly the 
^ Concorde Paris - New York - Paris, 

■ Buy a Club Class round trip ticket Amman - Paris - 
New York and fly the Concorde New York - Paris. 

I If accompanied by your spouse buy a Fiist Class round 
trip ticket Amman - Paris - New York, pay only 50% for 
your spouse and fly both the Concorde. 




WITH AIR FRANCE 


9 


TRAVELLING IS SIMPLE 





FlywithAirFrancefromAnimarionaWedn^dafcfr ' 

ticket purchased in Jordan, and we'll make sure you get to the aiiport 


on time. 


Enjoy an overnight stay at the Alia Hotel the eve of your depaiture, 
compliments of Air France, and wake up rekxed, refreshed and 
for your morning flight. 


For more information: 
Reservation: 666055 
Sales: 6983 17/ 698318 
or your travel agent 



■'You’re in a rotten mood, so I made 
you a temporary smile out 
of mashed potatoes.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Hik9Aiglrten 


these four Jumbles, 
one to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



Now arrange the arcled letters to 
fomi the Burpnse artswer. as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer /lere: 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: FAMED GRIPE IMPOfTT POWDER 


Answer How Inends described the selt-eeniared 
woman — ’ 'MF DEEP" 


Andy Capp 



Mutt'n’Jeff 


Vb(/RE ONLY 
tN TrttS 

country 
FOORVlEARS 
AND YbU 
-HAVE 

fsaooo? 



WKEN I Come TO) 
Trtis COOKTRV X V 
Bofieow'rEMDoaAit. 
I BUY fisrt. sell! 




last year t 

OPEKTWOS10REI 
1 WORK DAY AHD 
NiGHT.'IBUYFISl 

sellfishi sell 

FISK. SUV FlSrt» 



last week MV 

MOTHER- tH-t-AW DIE 

SHE leave me 

Ofso.000.' 


Iraqi U.N. sanctions 
cost Turkey $20 billion 


MANAMA (R) - Turki^ Sg 

estimated that U.N. sanctions 

closure of the two Iraqi oil pipelines* through i o 

Ankara around $20 billion. .. .nrfinns) are 

‘Turkey’s ■ financial losses from that (t ■.'„-u,.,inaocr Al 
estimated to be around $20 billion. Bahrain s 
A?1 quoted^. Ciller as saying in an mtervew ,n Ankara. 


HOROSCOPE 

forecast for THURSDAY FEBRUARY 10, 1994 

ey Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: bar M 


The New Moon in Aquarius is 
short lived ^ing into Pisces later 
in the evening as we celebrate 
rhe Chinese New Year. A friend 
in a poation of authority is still 
unable to do you the favour you 
need. 


ARIES: (March 31 to April 19) 
This is one of those fine days and 
evenings when associates, com- 
rades, kin are all willing to 
cooperate with in whatever 
you may have in mind, but it 
requires that you get in touch 
with them early. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Take time this morning to get 
ofiice or abo^ in such inarming 
and neat order that others ivill be 
delighted to dweU or work there- 
in. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Be sure you plan more satisfying 
ways of amuting yourself during 
spare time. You find tht fine 
Ixnefiis can be yours also «4UeI 
combining business witii plea- 
sure. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Kin feel you are x>ne to 
get them out of various dilemmas 
at this time, so be sure you don't 
disappoint them in suggesting a 
solution. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) It 
would be best to put aside that 
imperious Leo nature and be 
more cooperative with others so 
that you Duly help them as well 
as youi^f and get a great deal 
accomplished. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 


expenses. whether this concerns 
personal property or busin^.in- 
terests. and make a good im- 
pression upon higher-ups. 
UBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Make sure you know 
what it is you want to accompliw 
toda' ■ since you are so dynamic 
that almost anything is possible 
to you now. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You like to detvc 
into mysteries ami the seeming 
unfathomable. You haw a fine 
opportunity and reason for doing 
so today. This brings excellent 
results. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Look to that 
wonderful friend who is highly 
intelligent as well as most attra^ 
rive for the answers to certain 
problems you now have and fol- 
low advice quickly. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You are in a frieiKfly 
mood today and others will re- 
spond in kind, so be sure you 
handle important business and 
career affmis wisely. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) By being alert and 
broad-mind^ j^u are now able 
to gamer many fine, new 
that can be pot into operation 
quickly to your benefit. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Listen to your intuitive 
promptings today if you want to 
get the greatest benefits possible. 
These can aho help you to come 
to a far bener understandirrg 
whh usual allies. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY FEBRUARY 11, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: mawn of property or some new 

Merc^ is going retrograde to- project you have in mind, 
day giving us a good opportunity lDRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
lo catch up on projects from the ber 22) By being less resen'ed. 
past Beneath all the surface you find that many will be 
(fisnubances. there is a positive attracted to you now and life 
infhience tht will advance your becomes far more successful and 
favourite interests. happy. Make as many new con- 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19). 

TLe idi^jJay to begm SCORPIO: (October- 23 lo 

plan you Tnay have m loind- Be November 21) Tliere is every, 
sure yon contact eaiiy- those per- opportunity now to gamer the 
sons yoii want to cooperate with information you need sccretfr tht 
you and set up appointments. will help you to senie your altairs 

TAiiDiie* m tr, u.u -«\ ™>te wisely. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
The EdttljJay to a^n^’. 
plaits ydu^nay have ih mind- Be 
sure yon contact eaiiy- those per- 
sons yoii want to cooperate with 
you and set up appointments. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
The way in which yw handle 
your credit and other important 
obligations will make either a 
good or bad impression on 
higher-ups. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
By changing your attitude at this 
' time to a more friendly one. you 
find that you come to a real 
understanding with both business 
and persona] oomacis. 

MOON CHILDREN; (June 22 to 
July 21) Use that find com- 
radeship with dose ties now and 
you soon find that much support 
and cooperation, understanding 
is yours. 


SACriTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Sociabili^ is 
tbe keynote today and tonight, 
so be sure to get an early start 
and call upon key people so tht 
you can advance more quickly in 
your career. 

CAPRICORN; (December 22 lo 
January 20) The right day lo get 
in touch with those who can help 
to greater success in your chosen 
field, but you must show that you 
have jrarticular talents that are 
markeiable. 


UO: (July 23 to August 21) 
Shopping should be first on the 
agenda today, whether it is for 
the smallest personal item or 
buying a home. car. parts, etc. 

VIRGO; (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) *17115 is the day to get 
together with associates who 
think straight and have mudi 
influence and can assist you with 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) TTiat fine mind is 
working very deverly now and 
you are ridding yourself of in- 
bibitioQS. so this is the lime to 
take the steps that will lead >*ou 
into a mroe successful channel of 
life. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Show that you are an upright 
dtizen by getting taxes and other 
government bills paid up. as well 
as all peisonal and business debts 
that arc pressing. 


THE Daily Crossword by C.F. Murray 


ACROSS 
1 BridgeM 
5 Wore witn party 
or Una 
9 Picture 

14 Heutbois 

15 Ankles 

16 Vladimir 


aHHBil 

aHHHI 

ammmi 


17 Jaunty 

18 Blade eueicoos 

19 Sphered 


■■ aaHM . aaa 


20 Have mtluenee 
over 

23 Chicken — king 

24 Cub scout Qieap 

25 Glass container 
29 Dart 

3l Adherent sutf. 

34 Bouquet 

35 Tempo 




37 Suffer defeat 
4u Highland group 

41 In lha past 

42 vafene Harper 
sitcom 

43 Atteniien -getter 

44 Actreas K^ra 

45 HanseTe sister 

46 Rodeer Adam 


-imTr*iin«IMiSwvcn M 


12 Perk part 

13 ‘Three Mer. _ 


48 Keep mum 
SSTnte 

56 To shelter 

57 New York canal 

SSLighMooled 

60 Aromatic plani 

61 Stock market 

62 Pan flower 

63 Warhol 

64 Succeed 


21 — Lama 
2S Mrs. Bunker 

25 Quantity 
tMkeO 

26 Papal vwi 

27 Sweet 
wme 

28 Govt, agents 

29 Duel 
30Receni 

31 — water (having 


2 Evo's son 

3 Angry 

4 — precedent 

5 Steady 

6 Singer Tucker 

7 Dismounted 

S Dorothy or 
Liwan 
9Esrffi 

10 Plumed wader 
liWashmgtonM 


32 Derogatory 

3301 muscat 
sound 

35 German 
City 

36 Yearn 

38 Lone Ranger's 
sidekiek 

39 “To - 
human 

44 Deer horn 

45 Avanccus 


□rannis mnnci aamm 
Fininnn innnR dpibb 
□ oniHnannQnnnsHa 
nsD nann noniig^ 
naaaa ninnna • 

QOnnilQ HCIDB tlQB 

nnnnn nnanrzi Dsia 

nrjgn 0OHOH . 00013 
nng □orao0 qoohb 
ciHGriinui 
annns omHQQ™ 
gnnnn hqcjb nmci 
HfjngDIJQnBDDDiiHH 

aODH DOBH BOHoH 


46 of Two 
Cities’ 

47 Beigen's 
Mortimer 

45 Luggage 

49 Military group 

50 Nursemaid 


51 Peart Buck 
heroine 

52 Pago 

53 "My Pnend - 

54 Dock 

55 Cote sound 
58 English nver 


m 
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Mor^can emigrant I Lebanon’s cconomy grows by seven per cent — = re 


E9iM ' 

I 

: 

yor 

; 

i 

i 


remittances rise 10% 

RABAT (R) — Emigram worker retniuances. Morocco’s too 
foreign OTurcc, rose an estimated lO.h per cent to I4 « 

billion (Sl-54 billion) in 1993, from 13.4 billion dirhams (Si 39 
billion) the year before, officials have said. Emierani worker 
remina^s top tourism and phosphate exports as the main source 
of foreign exchange. Tourism and phosphate export revenues 
were ^imated wpectivcly at SI. 18 billion and $806 million in 
1993. Most transfers were from France where more than 800 000 
Moroccans liv^. From January- to November 1993. 10.05 billion 
dirhams (SI.09 billion) came from France, it said. 

******** FXMivucSAL. KMOeXT 
HOBgine AANR CB»ro Jkwwi - rMeiAMt 

_ TffUPHQStj frSaiTD / S4119A 

OKWIlieD KMUK »«;cST?il nkl^Lw^T • 


camn'i Mrs 


MM MMC 

Mi*w SAM 

Or jottM 

■tXDOUl BACr IHVMTIBVT Mm. 

JIDOmiH BWBJW W B MIR 
TlK IM M W6 UR 
josMi mnrr um 
; 0 BM eiii.r um 

MM JOnM UVSSTKEM7 MM 

jam* xAiMje um 

mMSs :*v. BOR* 

nxo* Hioc toM Mvinc « irutmut 

Ru:»n uiB 

MOM UBfSSMIT fi rimwi U«K 

KJT SIML MVlKHlMVeSTtCEIir ItNI HDcstHS 

MMB un rot jmnsnaxT 

mtLkOBMU iMvamavT uw. 
jumwiw imiuiim 
JHDM TMBCn XHSaMWX 
U-NXai K-MtMX IHOUIKX 
Kcmtc POHCT 
mixe Bxsnuer ELxmiciTv 

JDRBNX WTIOOU. SntmK blHKS 

jama iwousi l sm cMnez 
naiam ponraua acewiTics 
■CM. UTXK :*»1 « ? HWH 
rntnini lamBOknoaM. TUBiit: eem* 
Mm* r«us roamrxe* f Auwt 

Ufim HTODIX CUT b CBiBIBBailC HOTCU 

MM iwnr.. HN mvcanairr « necATio* 
utmorv eamr, mnitiAL NMnirAciuiim 
me eBBHT rMnauu 

jsim* TtnouiM nspimiiT 
XHE xMOcnuu eeMosMXM. ■ Asa:oR.Tnju. 
xsc jam* MO CS T C B rills 
MM nuMtesaTieu. tsuwPAeTwt*e 
JDMMI CCMMC IRDUmuCS 
MBM M«y 

TIB JB*BM PZPBI miarkenniiiK 

m Rcue.RUxMB 

•ranrac c nsTiw 
mPiM imssiB '■ 

JCBM CUM ZMKTVieS 
MIL AL OAHK BBTHOIIUST L tas*BSTHBrr 
MAI IMVBBTMR a IMCmATIOML TM9B 

AMI MMiMim umsntr 
ontCMU. lavcRifDir 
■MB FMsa eemmiK a tmcirb 
joiBU mzCM ca*HMTia* 

BATxacAL tia. iBoumr 

mmesua PBiw-cimicAL :*bus?iubs 

jewpA* B B en ia ot musTBies 

ALASaiB IMUTHIBS 

JOBSM XHOOBTUBS A MTCII/JlHOa 

MMM MCCABT caOCaBTr JBOL'STVr 

utimai. cabu a wxn maoTACTSAiBc 

JBMAB 9BtMD-Clie(XCALC 
JUM ewn PM PIMM. C OBUaiU 
joBBAB nmtiT eo. pm achx. a ms easo. 
nZVBASAL MOBBH ImUSTMBS 


BO. or TMSB SHARBS JB PAMLICL MUUB7 
TCADBO VBLUKB IK HE fAMMLBL MARMT 


TMBu mv. amj* 
v^LM CLesiw Min 
mjcc 



CurrcBC> 

New rotk 
C<o->e 

"»"i/f/I9M 

Tokyo 

CloM 

lMr9/;/]>994 


mmmmnBm 

1 1 1 1 BB— ila■■llllll■■llllm■l 

Snisk Franc r 

}.4t10 

1.4S00 

FVenrh Franc 

iMSO 

5.473S"* 

Japaiinr I'cn 

}0t. 75 

10i.l4 

European I'tirreni l^nil 

I. less 



IMi Pn lai. 

hATupna ilprolae '* AM J.IH. I»MI 
CNracHrmcy Imercst RatM 


L'urmcA 


II.S. Dolkir 


Sleriiiqi Pauiid 


Oeulsclie .Mark 


SwiAs Franc 


Date: 9/r.'l994 


6 MTHS 12 MTH.S 



Eorapean Currrncv I'nil 


Metal 

r.SD>Oe 


Metal 

|ll.SD/Oe 1 

1 JU/Um 

Coin 

381.00 

7.5fl 

SiKer 1 


a. no 


fwrnl Bside of Jordan BxchanM Rac* BalXatin 
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JapancAC Ven 


Dul^ Gander 


Swedbh Krona 


liaKan lira 


Bdsian Franr 



LONDON EXCHA NGE RATES 

London (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at mi^fflion 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Wednes- 
day. 

U.S. $1.00 costs 1.3407/17 Canadian dollar 


One sieriing 
One ounce of gold 


1.3407/17 

1.7606/16 

1.9716/26 

1.4764/74 

36.28/32 

5.9735/85 

1693.3/4.8 

107.78/88 

8.0283/83 

7.5675/15 

6.8419/69 

$1.4620/30 

$380.05/380. 5 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon's 
economy grew an estimated 
seven per cent in 199.3 and 
should expand by 8*10 per cent 
this year, according to a report 
by a leading Lebanese bank. 

Bank Audi SAL said GDP 
growth rose to seven per cent 
from four per cent in 1992. 
powered by gross capital in- 
flows of S4.S billion and by an 
estimated 21.5 per cent growth 
in private investment, which 
reached $2.4 billion. 

Inflation fell to an estimated 
8>9 per cent, its lowest level in 
10 yean and would continue to 
fail in 1994, the bank said in its 
respected quarterly economic 
ne|Mrt. 

“1994 dawns with a relative- 
ly favourable outlook,” it said. 

Bank Audi's reports, com- 
friled by a five-member analy- 
sis unit, are well regarded in 
business and diplomatic circles 
in Lebanon, which still lacks 


official indicators for many ncc- 
ton of the economy after the 
197.5-90 civil war. 

The economy was showing 
encouraging signs of improve- 
ment under the macroecono- 
mic adjustment programme of 
Prime Minister Rafik Al 
Hariri, the report for the 
fourth quarter 1903 said. 

It forecast 1994 gross capital 
inflows of S4.5-$3 billion, with 
$6(X) million public and $2.5 
billion private investment. 

“Economic growth, en- 
hanced by a revitalised de- 
mand, should be slightly higher 
than that of 1993 (8-10 per 
cent). Inflation should con- 
tinue to drop, and the increae 
in net international reserves is 
expected to persist.'* the repon 
said. 

“The perspectives are very 
encouraging given the move 
towards further stabilisation in 


the value of the local currency 
and towards an economic re- 
covery whose cfh;cts ore begin- 
ning lo be felt.” it added. 

The report estimated that 
inflaiiun fell to 8.9 per cent in 
1993 from 131.1 per cent in 
1992. 

The Lebanese lira appreci- 
ated 6.9 per cent against the 
dollar, from 1,838 to 1,711. it 
added. 

It said progress in public 
finance was equally encourag- 
ing and the public sector deficit 
shrank to 39.9 per cent of 
expenditures from 56.2 per 
cent in 1992. 

'This was due to a 78.7 per 
cent increase in re^‘enue which 
rose from 9S2 to 1,755 billion 
Lebanese liras thanks to im- 
proved colleaion. 

However, the bank urged 
the government to mobilise re- 
sources to fight poverty and 


improve social infrastructures, 
education and environmental 
prorection. 

"In spite of the progress 
achieved, it should be kept in 
mind that Lebanon remains 
faced witli a number of prob- 
lems, such us the issues of 
ecology and living conditions 


which have not been properly 
addressed yet in both rural anil 
urban areas,” the report 
noted. 

It said the central bank's 
foreign reserves rose 31.4 per 
cent from $1.4 to SI. 9 billion, 
excluding foreign subscriptions 
to the $1 billion share o^erimt 


hv b-^lidere. -he company that 
will rebuild central Beirut. 

“The improvritient in the 
intcrr.atunal res?*'*«'cs is ex- 
plained by ;!•.? mignitude of 
private capiv:i inf ows. which 
more ;f.an ‘ the curren; 
account defi'- Ban's Audi 
said. 
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Kuwait says foreign oil 
role could lessen risk 


JOANNE HUTCHISON 

in s 

Piano Recital 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait has 
said involving foreign firms in 
its state-controlled oil sector 
could lessen the risk of invest- 
ment losses in exploration and 
development and was in line 
with current international 
practice. 

An oil ministry statement 
suggested that in the event of 
any role for foreigners being 
approved, the foreign firms in- 
volved would be closely moni- 


tored by Kuwaiti authorities. 

“There is no doubt that 
counting on national expertise 
and abilities is a vital and 
import demand and a basic 
target that we all seek achiev- 
ing," an oil ministry statement 
said. “But executing these 
policies, especially explora- 
tion, Involves hi^ financial 
risk, and development needs 
advanced practical and scien- 
tific techniques. 


“The proposed alternatives 
may show preference for using 
specialised foreign expertise to 
avoid these risks and huge in- 
vestment dangers and to obtain 
advanced ‘practical and scien- 
tific technologies," the state- 
ment said. 

The ministry was comment- 
ing in general on newspaper 
reports about the possibility of 
foreign involvement in the oil 
sector. 


Tuesday, 15 Februaiy 1994 - 8 3C p rr: 
The Royal Cultural Centre - Main Theatre 


Tickets for JD 4 are available from: 

The Royal Cultural Centre, tel. 669026 

Babiche. tel. 651322 

Romero Restaurant, tel. 644227 

Philadelphia Hotel, tel. 6071 0 0 

Parole Restaurant, tel. 824677 

The National Music Conservatory, tel. 687620 


In the program are pieces by: 

Bach 
Haydn 
Debussy 
Gershwin 
ano others 


Financial 

Jordan Times 

A 

Markets 

in ce-op*racion with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


U.S. Dollar in 

ImemaeioMl Nbirkets 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAfS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 





PRCKMG, AIR FREK3H1 
FORWWtOlMG. DOOR-tO 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 





. ^ f.' ■■ ■ 


AMIN KAWARASONS 

n^EL 61(14696 ^ 

WM 7006 


FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate., 

Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 



■r^ay<S 

'■-RESfAU^ANT 


The only Revtuuruni tliut 
oners reul Chinese & .Arabic 
Speciuliiics under one roof 


.Swelflyeh. 

816690 


.O.Te! 

' Serviced Suites In 
G^d Hotel Style I ' 






Every nighi with live music 
"And vuu cun dance ton !!! " 



Siiiqify-. The Best 
'l^lue in Amman 

ZiidCtraB 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77S TLX ; 23023 FAX : 6S6 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEISOEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


•■"Cheers. Cafe' 

OPEN IN RAMADAN 
•6:00PM.-VvLate-.., 




Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JfUMBO photo 

sum 30% iarger 

* Free onlargo^ 
ment 20 x 30 caa 

Shmeisani - Opp. Gnndlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh lel: S23891 


The First Class Hotel in 
Ammon that has & 
Kitchenette In every room.! 
"Satellite T.V. Reckon” 


iMiiSsr 


Amman - Tel 668193 
POBox 9403 ■ Fax 602434 
Te'e < 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Buaineaemen 


j? Hifstaurant Witfi 


Valentino 

• RESTAURANT 




lARASALONAMD 




Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 

Sweifieh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken. 


^ CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Krio 
Supermarket 

MongollaQ Barbtque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and lasie our 
speciaiiiies 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 • Midnight . 


rO^n-J0-3-J0iia>-Miia^ 


Take away is available 

Shat At-Arao Street 
Un Uihanah Conmsteial Centre 

Tel.: 861174 
CncelasUd AlwagsUMd 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle JsOal Amman, near 
Ahiiyyah G>r!s School 

TMn away Is avcUaMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel.63S968 


AWS 



M 

trt - 

ISr^R-CCHnsTJOAl 

■ 


699-420 


TheB^stIn " ■ 

■ ImwCLISLKL 

; v - i ;::rv 

: ■ 

■ ■ : : \ ■ 

I):; Op^,,vFoh I.i scH & Di,‘.>KK. 
L-, Fot ftierMlions call M136T 







Daily Lunch 

Set 


^JMIGHTLy- 
Fine 2>baixng 
and 

Live Music 


Parole 


.^duun '.Jerdan Supermarirt bldg; 
Jnenc-K^r.,.- -'.--Tel: '824677, 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Lurtcheons 

Take 3way service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30pm 
7.30-T1.30pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rti circle 


.-■tc'.i.'ta . :--v 


Kf«. EXOTIC 




KLM TICKET & 7 DAYS IN 
5 STAR DELUXE HOTELS FOR JD 700 

CALL HISHAM INTERNATIONAL TOURS Tel. 698180 / 698181 



















































































































World News 
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^ATO air strike would leave 
ussia isolated from West 



MOSCOW (R; — NATO air 
trikes in Bosnia would shake 
t^jssia's piv Western foreign 
policy, rais ^ • ^notional calls 
in parliamei.'- vippon tradi- 
tional Serb j — fellow 
Slavs and Orthc ■'t Christians. 


to them.*' 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Vitaly Churkin warned this 
week that strikes would throw 
a shadow on the West. 


the first issue uniting Russia's 
fractious legisiatune since it 
was created last month. 


Com.mentat say an 
alliance go-al-. d for action 
would humi'- President 
Yeltsin domestic 

and intematiotiii: stage, his 
opinion not even sought, still 
less heeded bv ?ie West. 


Ultra-nationalist Vladimir 
Zhirinov'sky. who controls one 
of the biggest factions in the 
State Duma legislature, 
showed no sign of moderating 
his position as a NATO deci- 
sion approached from a Brus- 
sels meeting. 


Russia is limited in what 
immediate measures it could 
take. 


■‘The president, the govern- 
ment and the State Duma ( par- 
liament i are one in opposing 
any bombing." Yevgeny 
Ambartsumov. a prominent 
centrist deputy, told joumal- 


"IF any country sends its 
aircraft to bomb Bosnia this 
will mean a war against Russia, 
the unleashing of a third world 
war." he told journalists at the 
Duma. 


Tbe State Duma, scheduled 
to hear brief addresses on Bos- 
nia Wednesday, could demand 
an end to sanctions against 
Serbia and call for the 'with- 
drawal of the 1.200 Russian 
peacekeeping troops from- the 
former Yugoslavia. 


U.N. resolution give 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali the power he needs to 
call air strikes against Serb 
positions around Sarajevo fol- 
lowing a weekend attack on u 
city market that killed 68. 


Russia insists such an action 
would need explicit Security 
Council approval,. Here, it 
would almost certainly use its 
veto power — something the 
West is clearly eager to avoid. 


ists. 


The former Yugoslavia is 
one area of world politics 
where Russia has retained at 
least the semblance of the sta- 
tus of a world power. National- 
ists still buoyed by December's 
electoral triumphs could only 
benefit by the isolation. 


"(Deputies) will force the 
Russian government to bomb 
the country that sent the planes 
and destroy it." he said. 


It could also demand the 
resignation of Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev, whom many 
deputies see as an unwanted 
remnatn of a radical reformist 
team purged in a recent gov- 
ernment reshuffle. 


Russia issued a statement 
after the attack saying those 
who carried it out should be 
punished after they were iden- 
tifled. But there has been no 
evidence Serb forces were re- 
sponsible. nor do they accept 
anv involvement. 


Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Mikhail Demurin made clear 
Russia would not just throw up 
hs arins in anger. "We hope 
the strikes never come and 
then we won't have to respond 


Mr. Zhirinovsky will gain no 
support For such radical steps. 
But Communist, centrist and 
pro-Veltsin deputies are likely 
to share his anger. Nationali- 
ties Minister Sergei Shakhrai 
said earlier this week he could 
foresee a world war if NATO 
used force. 


Mr. Kozyrev has. however, 
taken a stronger public line on 
Bosnia in recent weeks, de- 
nouncing calls for air strikes. 


To Western dismay, a 
NATO -ir etriici- rnuld become 


Mr. Yeltsin has broad pow- 
ers to override parliament, but 
needs the legislature's support 
on pressing domestic issues. 
He would be reluctant to defy 
the Duma on a sensitive issue 
like Bosnia. 


The immediate effect of a 
NATO action, flouting Rus-. 
sian wishes, might be limited. 
But the first rift with the West 
on a major world issue in the 
post-Soviet period could sour 
relations in the long term. 


Many Western leaders argue 


Nationalists and Communist 
groupings could benefit from 
the differences, portraying 
them as symptomatic of more 
basic conflicts of interest over- 
looked in the euphoria of the 
“post-cold war" era. 


Clarke : 
Major’s 
leadership 


IS not m 


crisis 


P.ARIS (R) — British Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer Kenneth 
Clarke insisted Wednesday 
■lhat Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor's leadership was not in cri- 
sis and forecast that economic 
recovery would end the "pre- 
sent silly season/’ 

The finance minister warned 
Britain's ruling conservatives 
they faced election defeat if 
they tried to oust Mr. Major, 
■whose attempts to reassert his 
authority have been dogged by 
a string' of sex and finance 
scandals in his party. 

■ "My view is that there isn't a 
leadership crisis in., the party, 
and that John Major is going to 
ctiny on leading us," he told a 
news conference on the second 
di.y of a visit to France. 

Mr. Oarke. tipped as the 
most likely successor if Mr. 
Major were forced out. earlier 
told a French questioner that 
anti-European Conservative 
rebels who opposed the prime 
minister were even more 
opposed to him. 

Mr. Major moved to quell 
right-wing party mutineers last 
week wi^ a new “get-tough" 
approach, but his government 
was plunged once more into 
crisis by the bizarre death of a 
rising star in the Conservative 
Party. 

Stephen Milligan, a 4S-year- 
olJ member of pariiament, was 
found dead in his London 
borne Monday wearing 
women's stockings and a plas- 
tic bag tied over his head, 
police said. 

Mr. Clarke did not comment 
on the latest embarrassment 
but said voters' choices would 
ultimately be determined by 
the success of the govern- 
ment's policies on the eco- 
nomy. crime-fighting, educa- 
tion and health care. 

"So the present silly season 
will, 1 think, eventually come 
to an end," he said. 

Asked when the Conserva- 
l^^'es would stop feuding, he 
said; “I haven't seen any feud- 
ing — in the last two or three 
days certainly... I don't And 
very many significant members 
of the Conservative Party 
being involved in that." 

Speaking to reporters Tues- 
day night. Mr. Clarke warned: 
“Nobody is going to be a Con- 
servative prime minister unless 
we actually get the government 
back’into control and be put in 
a position where it has a 
reasonable prc«pect of winning 
the next election." 

The party deposed Margar-'*. 
Thatcher in 1990. fearing that 
she had become an electoral 
liability after a decade ri 
power. 

Mr, Qarke said: “To come 
into a leadership crisis oiJy 
four years after the last 
^ould in my view be folly ?or 
us all and would seem to 
W'guing about who leads the 
government to defeat." 

' After Britain cut interest 
rates to a new 22-year low of 
5.25 per cent Tuesday, Mr. 
Clarke said his French counier- 
piirts were baflled by the lead- 
ership debate in Britain at a 
lime when it had emerged be- 
fore other European countries 
from recession. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Deng shows age in rare appearance 


BEIJING (R) — Looking gaunt and frail. China's S9-year-old 
paramount leader Deng Xiaoping appeared on state television 
Wednesday for the first time in more than a year. Tightly 
supported on both sides by his daughters. Mr. Deng, the 
architect of China's economic reforms, walked slowly into a 
reception in Shanghai to mark the start of the Lunar New 
Year. He ^eeted guests at the reception and smiled, but the 
sound of his voice was not broadcast. Xinhua News Agency, in 
its account of his appearance, emphasised the elderly leader's 
good health. After wishing that the nation will have happiness 
and unity. “Deng expressed the hope that the Chinese people 
will score still greater victories in the new year.” the news 
agenev' reported. As if to underscore the fact that Mr. Deng is 
still active, television also showed him braving a cold drizzle to 
visit the newly constructed Yangpu Bridge in December and 
going to a luxury hotel in Shanghai in January. 


Pakistan tells India: Stop insulting Bhutto 


ISLAMABAD. Pakistan (AP) — Pakistan wants India to stop 
insulting Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto as decades-old feud 
between the hostile neighbours turns personal. "The Indian 
leadership has launched a campaign of defamarion against the 
person of the prime minister of Pakistan," Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Munir Akram told reporters Wedne^y. The 
verbal duel began last week when Ms. Bhutto, speaking at a 
human rights conference in Geneva, accused Inman security 
forces of widespread atrocities against Muslims in the disputed 
territory of Kashmir. Indian President Shankar Dayal Sharma 
responded, saying Ms. Bhutto had “lost her roots as well as 
touch with reality." Mr. Sharma said Ms. Bhutto was “trying 
to find fault with India to stay in power in her own country." 
Salman Khurshid. India's minister of state for external affairs, 
then likened Ms. Bhutto to a hot air balloon. “What happens 
when the hot air is gone? What happens when you come home 
Bke a simple cold rubber? That's the time we will know how 
charismatic she is," Mr. Khurshid told India's state-run 
television in a broadcast to be aired Wednesday. His remarks 
were delated Tuesday in a news release issued by the 
government-owned television station. 


China 'blocks’ U.N. pressure on N. Korea 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — Chinese opposition helped 
prevent the U.N. Security Coundl from agreeing Tuesday to 
adopt sanctions against North Korea over its nuclear program- 
me. Western diplomats said. The U.S.-sponsored meeting of 
the coundl's five permanent members — Britain. China. 
France, Russia and the United States — was held to try to 
reach a con^nsus on how to get Pyongyang to open its nuclear 
sites to international inspectors. On Friday. China's Security 
Coundl partners told its envoy that they wished to work 
toward imposing economic sanction.s if North Korea refused to 
cooperate. But China, which has veto power on coundl votes, 
believes the United Nations should continue negotiating with 
North Korea. Western diplomats said. Nonh Korea is 
suspected of building nuclear weapons, but denies it has done 
so. It has refused 'to allow International Atomic Energy 
Agency offidals to carry out inspections at all sites in its 
territory. The coundl's permanent members are to meet again 
Thursday at U.N. Headquarters in New York, 


Abkhazia conflict flares again 


iBILISI (R) — Attempts to secure peace in Georgia's 
breakaway province of Abkhazia lay in tatters Wednesday as 
both sides traded accusations and Georgia appealed to the 
world community for help. Georgia's Foreign Miniscry', in a 
statement released Tuesday, accused Abkhaz armed uniLs of 
burning down eight villages and killing more than 100 
Georgians in the Gali region of southern Abkhazia. The 
former Soviet republic appealed to Russia, the United Nations 
and the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(CSCE) for assistance and support. Georgia and Russia signed 
a major friendship treaty last week giving Moscow military 
bases in the republic. Civil war broke out in Georgia in August 
1992 when the government sent troops and tanks to Abkhazia 
to quell local demands for more tiutonomy. A peace agree- 
ment reached last July broke down, and Abkhaz rebels 
seized full control of the Black Sea province from Georgian 
troops in September. The fwo side.'? agreed a fresh ceasefire in 
December, and last month is.sued a joint appeal in Geneva for 
a U.N. peacekeeping force to enable some Zl^O.lKK) Georgian 
refugees from Abkhazia to begin to return home. 


U.S. asks-Aristide to fill premier’s post 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Exiled Haitian President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide should fill Haiti's piilitical vacuum by 
naming a new prime minister, the United Stule.s said. The post 
has been vacant since mid-December, when Prime Minister 
Robert Malval resigned after deciding that his four-month-old 
government could not function in the face of harrassment by 
Haiti s military-backed hardliners. In Haiti. 14 busin«?ss 
groups, including the Chamber (»f Commerce and Industry, 
said the move could break the political deadlock. The State 

Department urged Mr t.n,uiuau. 

broad appeal among Haiti's factions. “Wu believe it would he 
an act of political wisdom for President Aristide to fill the 
political vacuum that now exist.s/'spokesmanMtchael McCurry 
said. Mr. McCurry said u new government could jumpslart the 
stalled process aimed at restoring Mr. Aristide to pttwer. 


Colombia 


court wants 


president 
tried over 


U.S. troops 


BOGOTA (R) — A Col- 
ombian ' court recommended 
Tuesday night that President 
Cesar Gaviria be tried by Con- 
gress for allowing 150 U.S. 
troops into the country without 
proper parliament approval. 

*I1ie Council of State, a type 
of supreme court that consid- 
ers whether government ac- 
tions are legal, ruled that Mr. 
Gaviria had flouted the con- 
stitution when he permitted 
(he arn'val of the troops last 
' December in the southwestern 
town of Juanchaco. 

The Pentagon says the U.S. 
troops.'.fcom the 46th Engineer 
Battalion at Fort Rucker. Ala- 
bama. are on a training mission 
with humanitarian aims. But 
their presence has unleashed a 
wave of nationalist protest and 
led to accusations that the sol- 
diers are on a secret mission 
against drug traffickers. 

Mr. Gaviria explained in a 
letter to the council that the 
troops* two-month presence in 
Juanchaco to build a school, a 
clinic and a road was covered 
by a 47-year-old mutual de- 
fence and friendshjp treaty. 

The judges rejected his argu- 
ments and recommended that 
Congress put him on trial and 
that the attorney-general in- 
vestigate. 

Colombia's 1991 constitu- 
tion states that the president 
must seek the prior approval of 
Congress or of the Coundl of 
State before permitting the 
trangt of combat troops. 



YEAR OF THE DOG: A BeUing hat vendor (left) begimiing of the year of the dog. 

, attracts an amused crowd at the Dhan Park become popular in recent years, especially wtth 
Chinese New Year temple fair, ahead of the the newly rich (AFP photo) 


Armenia calls for intensified efforts 
to end Nagorno- Karabakh conflict 


LONDON (AP) — The inter- 
national community thinks it's 
time to intensify efi^orts to end 
the six-year war over Nagorno- 
Karabakh that has claimed 
thousands of fatalities in the 
last two months. Armenian 
President Levon Ter-Petrosian 
said Tuesday. 

He said the search for a 
solution to the conflict, the 
second- bloodiest war being 
fought in Europe, would focus 
on efforts by international orga- 
nisations and individual na- 


tions. 

Ultimately, the Armenian 
leader said, he believes the 
United Natioas will have no 
choice but to take an active 
part in peace efforts. 

Mr, Ter-Petrosian arrived 
here Tuesday on the first offi- 
dal visit by an Armenian presi- 
dent to Britain. He held a 
45-minute meeting with Fore- 
ign Secretary Douglas Hurd focus- 
ing on Nagomo-F^rabakh, an en- 
clave of 150,000 Armenians 
inside mainly Azerbaijan. 

"We discussed all the possi- 
ble variants which could lead 
to the fatest establishment of 
peace." Mr. Ter-Petrosian said 
in an interview with the 
Assodated Press at his London 
hotel immediately after Mr. 

I^Hurd left. 

More than 15,000 people 
have, died and more . than 1 
million have become Tefugee^ 
in six years of fighting over the 
mountainous Caucasus en- 
clave. Nagorno-Karabakh in- 
itially wanted to join neigh- 
bouring Armenia, but now 
seeks independence. 

.Azerbaijan had the upper 
hand in the first three 'fyears. 
But Armenian troops won a 


string of victories in 1992 and 1993 
pushing the- Azerbaijanis out 
of Nagorno-Karabakh and cap- 
turing 20 per cent of the repub- 
lic's territory outside the cn- 
dave. 

In early January. Azerbai- 
jani troops went on the offen- 
sive to try to recapture some 
territory, but Mr. Ter- 
Petrosian said they had made 
only small gains and suffered 
heavy casualties. 

"llie war during these last 
two months is a very heavy, 
intense, serious one." he said. 

Quoting figures from 
Nagorno-Karabakh's Defence 
Committee. Mr. Ter-Petrosian 
said 450 people from the en- 
clave had died in recent fight- 
ing along with 7.0IK) to 8.(HK> 
Azerbaijanis. 

He also quoted the Defence 
Committee as saying Nagorno- 
Karabakh Imt 32 armoured 
vehicles while the Azerbaijani 
side had lost a fighter aircraft 
and 66 armoured vehicle.s 
either destroyed or captured. 

Mr. Ter-Petrosian said 
"neutral sources" had con- 
firmed these figures. They 
could not be independently 
confirmed by the Associated 
Press. • 

Following the latest offen- 
sive. Mr. Ter-Petrosian said, 
“the international community 
thinks that they should intent 
sify their efforts of trying to 
find any solution to this prob- 
lem." 

The Foreign Office said Mr. 
Hurd pressed Mr. Ter- 
Petrosian “for practical ways 
to take forward resolution of 
the conflict, which was a mat- 
ter of considerable concern to 
Britain." 


Mr. Ter-Peirosian said he 
discussed four possible peace 
scenarios with Mr. Hurd: 

— A regional peace plan 
brokered by the 53-member 
Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(CSCE) calling for a ceasefire, 
an Armenian pullout from ail 
occupied Azerbaijani territory, 
informal talks and internation- 
al observers. 

— A Russian plan proposing 
deployment of peacekeeping 
forces' in the region. 

— A combination of CSCE 
and Russian plans. 

— A combined peace effort 
including the United Nations. 

Mr. Ter-Peirosian said 
Armenia and Nagorno- 
Karabakh had accepted the 
CSCE proposal, but Azerbai- 
jan rejected it. 

Azerbaijani President 
Gaidar Aliev said last week, 
when he rejected the Russian 
plan, that a ceasefire was possi- 
ble only if Armenian forces 
withdraw completely from 
Azerbaijani territory, includ- 
ing Nagorno-Karabakh. An 
Armenian withdrawal from the 
enclave is not part of the CSCE 
or Russian plans. 

Mr. Ter-Petrosian said 
Azerbaijan, by rejecting the 
CSCE proposal, showed that it 
wants “to destroy Nagorno-.; 
Karabakh. to declare it void"j 
and get rid of its inhabitants.,, 

The United Nations, untir.. 
now. has refu.sed to participate ’ 
while the CSCE tries to bring 
all parties together. But Mr. 
Ter-Petrosian said he believes 
the CSCE and other mediators 
will not succeed and “the 
U.N. will have to" become 
involved. 


Cambodian army mop up at rebel base 


PHNOM PENH (R) — The 
Cambodian government 
Wednesday said the area 
around a captured northern 
Khmer Rouge base was heavily ‘ 
mined and still being shelled by 
its former defenders, who have 
regrouped near the Thai 
border. 

The capture of the Anlong 
Veng base Saturday has para- 
lysed the Khmer Rouge and is 
a sign the coalition government 
could eradicate the Maoist-in- 


spired insurgents, said govern- 
ment spokesman Sieng La 
Presse. 


"This Is a victory for peace 
and also a signal to the Khmer 
Rouge that their military might 
is not a means to rebuild the 
country." he said. 


“The victory teaches us a 
lot. If we can capture Anlong 
Veng we're able to eradicate 
the insurgency in Cambodia — 
we'll keep after them (Khmer 


Rouge)." he told reporters. 

La Presse said Anlong Veng. 
a former district seat, was now 
occupied by 2,0(H) soldiers con- 
ducting mopping up operations 
and mine clearance. 

“We've met some resistance 
but we're confident it is not of 
great strength at all." he said. 

The Khmer Rouge guerrillas 
rejected participation in Iasi 
May's U.N. -organised elec- 
tion. which they threatened to 
disrupt with violence. 


Disaster-weary L.A. digs out from mudslides 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Disaster-weary residents dug 
out from mudslides Tuesday 
following a powerful winter 
storm tlut trapped people in 
their homes and forced others 
to evacuate as mother nature 
wreaked her latest hayoc. 

The worst-hit areas were 
those devastated by last 
November's firestorms where 
flames bad stripped biJlsides. 
leaving them at the mercy of 
the driving rain. 

On Jan. 17, a magnitude 6.7 
earthquake devastated much 
of Los Angeles, killing 60 peo- 
ple and causing about $30 bil- 
lion in damage. 

During the height of Mon- 
day's storm, avalanches of mud 
po'ured off the hills above the 
movie star colony of Malibu 
and crashed into oceanside 
houses, breaking down doors 
and rushing into homes. 

Pacific Coast Highway, the 
main road linking Malibu to 
Loc Angeles, 20 miles (32 km) 
to thk ftast. was' closed Tuesday 
as crews u.sod bulldozers and 
earthmovets to clear away 
oozing mud mo.'e than two feet 
(60 cm) deep. 

Authorities said i. was not 
known precisely how much 
damage had been caused by 
the storm, but there were no 
reported deaths or injuries. 

Some people trapped in 
their homes in Malibu were 
rescued by city workers who 
picked them up in the scoops 
of bulldozers and earthmovers 
and drove them to safety. 

Hundreds of evacuees were 
unable to return tn their homes 


Tuesday because mud-covered 
roads had either been closed 
down .by authorities or were 
impassable. 

Motorists forced to abandon 
their cars when the vehicles 
were swamped with mud were 
also unable to retrieve them or 
have them towed away. 

In affluent Orange County, 
south of Los Angeles, a torna- 
do touched down Monday 
night and carved a 2-'/r mile 
(four km) swathe of destruc- 
tion, downing power lines and 
sending trees crashing onto 
buildings and cars. 

Three dozen families were 
forced to evacuate their homes 
in the Los Angeles suburb of 
Altadena. as boulders and mud 
came crashing down fire- 
denuded hillsides. Another 12 
families were temporarily trap- 
ped in their homes 1^ the slide. 

One trapped resident. Der- 
mot Cooper, said, “the boul- 
ders were coming down with 
such force the ground was 
shaking. I thought it was 
another earthquake." 

The force of the mudslides 
was so great that they carried 
two-ton metal plates down hill- 
sides. 

Federal Emergency Man- 
agement Agency officials, 
already deluged by applica- 
tions for aid from victims of the 
January quake, said those 
whose properties wore dam- 
aged by the mudslides also 
qualified for aid as the slides 
were a, result of the fires. 

President Bill Clinton de- 
clared a federal disaster in the 
burned areas in December. 


Many residents said their 
homes had survived the fires- 
torms and the earthquake only 
to be deluged with mud from 
the storm, which dumped more 
than two inches (five cm) of 
rain in some places. 

Meanwhile, last month's Los 
Angeles earthquake caused be- 
tween $13 billion and $20 bil- 
lion in damage. California offi- 
cials said Tuesday, making it 
the second worst nat'irtil disas- 
ter in U.S. history. 

The most costly U.S. natural 
disaster was hurricane 
Andrew, which caused $30 bil- 
lion in losses in southern Flor- 
ida and Louisiana in 1992. 

State officials also 
announced that the cost of the 
earthquake to federal, state 
and local taxpayers will be 
about $11.6 billion. 

Dick Andrews, director of 
the California office of 


and water systems w'hich had 
not yet been detected. 

State Finance Director Rus- 
sell Gould said the quake's cost 
to taxpayers is estimated at 
SI 1.6 billion. 

The federal government's 
share was put at $9.5 billion, 
the state's at SI. 9 billion and 
local government at SI35 mil- 
lion. President Clinton has 
already asked Congress for S9.5 
billion in federal disaster relief 
funds. 


Blizzard blinds 
northeast 


emergency services, announc- 
ing the damage estimate, told 
reporters that the devastating 
Jan. 17 earthquake was one of 
the worst natural disasters in 
U.S. history. 

The damage estimate is the 
first accurate one released 
since the 6.7 magnitude quake 
rocked Los Angeles, killing 6<l 
'people, injuring 8.500 and des- 
troying many homes and free- 
ways. 

In the days after the quake, 
state officials released a rough 
estimate of $15 billion to $.3(1 
billion in damage. 

Mr. Andrews said the $1.3 
billion to $20 billion estimate 
could be revised upwards again 
if there was damage to sewer 


In a separate development, a 
severe winter storm dumped 
up to nine inches (2.3 cm) of 
snow on the northeast Tues- 
day. causing havoc in air. road 
and rail travel and sending 
thousands of workers home 

early. 

The storm is rnnre bad news 
for a region that is alreadv out 
of snow removal money, 'road 
salt and school snow days. 

As snow blinded the New 
York area, wiih up lo three 
inches (7.5 cm) falling in an 
hour, the three major airports 
halted all inbound flight.s for 
most of the day with a'handful 
of flights managing to take off 
in the near-zero vislhiliiy. 

The city received an esti- 
mated nine inches, and a ti. 
miied snow emcrcency w.is de- 
clared bv official^ a move de- 
Mgiieu M ucrti kev arteries of 
parked cars. Problems were 
expected to worsen overnight 
with the snow turning to freez- 
ing rain and sleet. 



Porcelain doll 
auctioned for 
$280,000 


LONDON (AFP) — A porce- 
lain doll made in Germany in 

ISMW was auctioned here by 
Sotheby's for a record-setting 
^ce of (S280.000).- 

The well-preserved blue-eyed 
doll, wearing a red cotton drem 
and a straw hat, was purchased' 
by a German collector who was 
not identified. The doll was 
made by the German company 
Kammer Und Reinhardt and. 
according to Solheby s, is one 
of a kind. It had been e s t i- 
mated at £150.(KI0 $2^,000). 
The previous record price ever 
paid for a doll was in 1989. 
when a doll made by the same 
manufacturer was purchased 
for £90.200 ($135,000). 


Shanghai court 
to look at major 
illegal CD case 


BEIJING (R) — A Shanghai 
court has agreed to hear evi- 
dence on a complaint against a 
Taiwan man accused of illegal- 
ly copying and exporting CDs 
in the biggest case of its kind in 
China, the People's Daily said 
Wednesday. Xu Huale. 
already known to Taiwan au- 
thorities for illegally copying 
compact discs, entered China 
in March 1993 and produced 
139.000 CDs in joint venture 
in Suzhou and Hangzhou, it 
said. He sold most of thosfe on 
the world market, damaging 
China's reputation and causing 
a loss of (SI. 78 million to the 
International Record Associa- 
tion of South East Asia, which 
lodged the court complaint 
through its Shanghai* office. 
The newspaper said the case 
had brought to light the illegal 
proliferation of laser CD pro- 
duction in China. The govern- 
ment has approved only four 
such plants, but there are 
already 20 companies with a 
total of nearly 30 production 
lines making CDs. it said. Each 
line has an annual production 
capacity of three million discs, 
many of them illegal copies, it 
said. 


Holiday chaos 
feared as Koreans 
jam roads 


SEOUL (R) — Millions of 
South Koreans battling heavy 
snow poured on to the coun- 
try's highways Wednesday to 
start a Luna'r New Year holi- 
day that coiild produce “the 
worst traffic mess in history", a 
Transport Ministry official 
said. About half of the coun- 
try's 43 million people were 
expected to be on the roads 
during the three-day holiday, 
which started Wednesday. 
Many factories and shops will 
not open until next Monday. 
Television station showed ex- 
tensive footage of highways 
around Seoul so jammed with 
cars and other vehicles they 
resembled vast parking lots. 
"Heavy snow across the coun- 
try could produce the worst 
traffic mess in history," a 
ministry official said. From- 
early Tuesday afternoon, tens 
of thousands of people car- 
rying gifts packed the airports, 
bus terminals and train stations 
in Seoul. Ministry officials 
have warned massive conges- 
tion was inevitable with about 
three million people leaving 
the capital alone. 




Couple critically 
wounded in 
Jamaica robbery 


KINGSTON (AFP) — Ah 
American couple rafting down^ 
the Rio Grande, a popular*^' 
tourist attraction in eastern 
Jumuicu. were shot and criti- 
cally wounded Tuesday in a 
robbery, police said. John 
Hubert and his wife. Ludlle. of 
Pennsylvania were admitted to 
a local hospital and reported in 
critical condition. The couple 
were among a group of tourists 
rafting down the river when 
they were attacked by two gun- 
men. T^eir raft capsized when 
they tried to escape and they 
were shot during a struggle 
with the gunmen, police said. 


Study finds 
IVF babies 
develop normally 


DNEY (R) — The world's 
largest study comparing the 
physical, psychological and .so- 
cial development of a ^up of 
infants bom through in vitro 
fertilisation (IVF) with a group 
conceived nuiurally has found 
little if any difference. The 
Australian study found that, 
on average. IVF' children were 
in fact more scKiuliy skilled und 
more inclined to initiate social 
interaction than naturally con- 
ceived infants. Team leader. 
George Halasz told Reuters 
Wednesday the study's authors 
ailrihuted this to IVF children 
having older parents and often 
being only children. 
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ABU DHABI, United Arab 
Emirates (AP) — Grouping 
two Arab teams Saudi Arabia 
and Morocco — in this sum- 
flier’s Worid Cup soccer cham- 
pionship in the United States 
should have been avoided for 
the better interests of the 
game, a U.S. organising offi- 
cial said. 

Teddy Roe, government re- 
lations specialist with the 
World Cnp 1S194 organising 
emumittee, speaking to jour- 
nalists in Gulf countries on the 
woridnet dialogue programme 
Monitored late Tuesday. 

**We personally look for- 
ward to seeing Saudi Arabia 
and Morocco play, but there 
would have bem more value if 
the teams were pla^ng in sepa- 
rate groups.” 

Saudi Arabia is competing in 
its first-ever World Cup finals 
and soccer pundits here felt 
that the December draw 


spoiled the pleasure of the 
Arab nations by grouping them 
together with Morocco. The 
other two teams in their Group 
F are the Netherlands and Bel- 
gium. 

In oil-rich Saudi Arabia,, 
many are (banning to fly to the; 
Unit^ States to sufiport their 
national team and to watch the 
worid event. Roe said he did 
not anticipate any great pre^ 
lems for visitors wanting to 
book hotel accommodation, 
despite the crush of spectators, i 

Security was the number onci 
budget item. Roe said, adding 
that the committee was taking 
it v^ seriously, despite the 
diminished problems of hooli- 
ganisb when England did not 
qualify. 

Roe's prindpai task is to act 
as liaison between the commit- 
tee, the nioe host venue com- 
mittee and various agendes of 
the U.S. federal government.. 




NEWS IN BklEF 


Germans avoid Norwegian beer 

LILLIHAMMER (R) — Germans are avoiding sky-high 
Norwegian beer prices by importing 3(J.00U litres duty-free via 
their embassy irt Oslo. ■’The Germans are very well organised 
in drinking bevr. Everyone knows that," said Peter Bizer, 
spokesman for the German team and its sponsors. During the 
games, the German house in Lillchammer. funded by spon- 
sors. is expected to serve 30.000 litres of beer and 9.000 bottles 
of German wine to athletes, offictals. journalists and guests. 
Beer in Norway costs about 40 crowns (S5.3) a half litre. 

Zetterberg to miss World Cup 

ANTWERP, Belgium (AFP) — International striker Par 
Zetterberg has been ruled out of Sweden’s squad for the 
World Cup finals after injuring a knee. The 23-year-old 
Anderlechi player underwent a knee operation at the Apra 
Qinic in Antwerp, where Marco %'an Hasten has also been 
treated, Tuesday. ’’There is no way Zetterberg will be playing 
in the World Cup,” said Geert de Klerck, a doctor at the 
clinic. De K.lerck said Zenerberg has cartillage problems in the 
right knee and ruptured ligaments. The Belgian league's 
player of the year in 1993 will need four months to get back 
into action, the doctor said. Zetterberg was injured playing for 
Andeiiecht against RWD Molenbeek at the weekend. 

Church leaders blast opening 
ceremony as pagan 

LILLEHAMMER (R) — Norwegian church leaders have 
blasted the opening ceremony of the LiUehammer Olynroics as 
an irreligious pagan tribute to ancient Greek gods, aixteen 
leaders of Norway^'s Lutheran Church, including three 
’fei^ops, Wrote to urge organiseis to drop the Olympic hymn ^ 
firora Saturday’s opening ceremony, saying it conflicted with '' 
Christian beliefs. The hvmn, to be sung by a large choir 
including Norwegian children, was written about a century ago 
as a prayer to Zsus^ the lord of Olympus, asking his blessing 
for the games. ”We think this is an over-reaction by the church 
leaders," said Odd Ustad, a spokesman for the LiUehammer 
organisers, adding there were no plans to drop the hymn. 
’This has not caused any problems at previous Olympics.” 

Charlton shock high-flying Blackburn 

iwONDON (R) — A player utib cost first division Charlton 
nothing to sign sent big-spending premier league Blackburn 
spinning out of the English Football Association (F. A.) Cup in 
a tense fourth round replay Tuesday. Darren Pitcher, the 
former Charlton youth team captain, hit a 2ll-mctre drive into 
the net in the 15th minute for the only goal of the match. 
Blackburn, with a team estimated to Ik worth around £22 
milli on ($33 million) and spearheaded by England striker Alan 
Shearer, were kept firmly in check by the visitors' defence for 
the remainder of the match. Chariton had already gone close 
with a 20-yard Garry Nelson drive after seven minutes which 
forced En^and goalkeeper Tim Flowers to tip the ball over the 
bar. Two minutes later Nelson again came close with a low 
shot held at full stretch by Flowers as Charlton, second in 
division one, took the game to their more illustrious oppo- 
nents. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
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THAT EXTBA CHANCE 


Both vulnerable. South deela. 
NORTH 
4 7 3 

‘TK 

V A E 7 5 4 2 
*34 3 2 

WEST EAST 

4 K 10 8 6 «J9 

9QJ98 10 6432 

0 10 C 4 9 8 3 

4J876 *Q10 

SOUTH 

* A Q 6 4 2 
7 A 7 6 

0 Q 6 

* AE6 
The biddiDg: 

South West North East 

1 9 Pass 2 C> Pass 

3 NT Pass Pass Pass 

Opening le^ Queen of ? 

Erie Stualey Gardner would have 
called it The Case of the F]>-ing 
Fingen.'* It's the sjrndrome that 
inafciia s plftyer coDiixut to a line 
before talcing time to consider all 
dtematives. 

Souths juiiU) to three no tnunp, 
«" t FP dfd to show extra values, con- 
stricted the auction. As a result, 
North-South did not even investi- 
gate *lam possibilities. *Diat was 


fortunate, since the 4*1 dwtnond 
break would hfl'*e made the taking 
of 12 tricks an impossible 
assi^mant. 

West led the queen of beans, 
Btriiring a tremendous blow for the 
defense because it ivtnov^ dum- 
my’s only entry to the diamonds. 
Ev'en so. South was not really per- 
turbed until West discarded a club 
on the second diamond. Suddenly, 
there were only eight tricks avail- 
oUe. Declarer cashed a third dia- 
mond. on which West carefully shed 

a spade, then tried thf Bpede finease. 

With spades not brealring and the 
Wwp wrong, declarer had no wqy to 
^tahluVi the fulfUliog trick. 

Declarer overlooked the dub suit 
as a source of a ninth trick. Instead 
of going after diamonds at the sec- 
ond trick, declarer should have 
cashed the ace and king of clubs, 
then led a third round of the suit. If 
that suit breaks 3-3, or if Cast ba 
two honors doubleton. as in the dia- 
gram. a third Crick sets up in that 
wit and there is still a diamond 
entry to do-nmy. If the dub suit 
proves unfruitful, declarer can still 
fall bark on spade 

finesse at no cost. 
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Gnema 


Tel.: 634144 


PHitADELPHtA 


Moira Kelly — in 

Thb Cutting Edge 

Shows; 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 
Special show for children on Thursdays 
Fridays. Saturdays and Sundays al n 
am. 

Bugs Bunny Film 


Prost 
to test , 

drive for 
McLaren 


LONDON (R) — Frenchman 
Alain Prost has accepted an 
invitation from McLaren to 
test their new Peugeot-, 
powered car, the Formula One 
team's managing director Ron 
Dennis confirmed Wednesday. 
[>ennis said he had invited 
Prost, who won his fourth 
worid drivers' liiie with Wil- 
liams last season, to test the 
new MP4/9 car and that he had 
been "happy to accept the 
offer. 

“Tlie invitation to drive the 
all-new Peugeot-powered 
McLaren MP4/9 will hopefuJIy 
lead to Alain driving for Marl- 
boro McLaren Peugeot in the 
coming Formula One season. 
“This inviiaiion must be 
understood within the context 
of the long and warm 
friendship that Alain and 1 
have had. on and off the racing 
track, for 10 years. When 
Alain tests, he will do so us a 
free agent.” 

Prost, who announced his 
retirement from Formula One 
last September at the Portu- 





Alain Prost 


guese Grand Prix in Estoril, 
attended the McLaren factory 
at Working Tuesday for a seat 
fitting. 

Dennis’s comments suggest 
he is close to completing a deal 
to secure Prost for the season 
afterpersuading the 38-year-old 
Frenchman to abandon his 
plans to retire after a 13-year 
career at the top. 

McLaren have signed only 
one driver, Finland's Mika 
Hakkinen, for the 1994 season 
and Dennis said at the team's 
launch on Jan. 28 that he 
hoped to have his plans settled 
by mid-February. 

It is widely believed that 
Prost received a "golden hand- 
shake” from Williams-Renaclt 
when he retired after only one 
year of his two-year contract with 
the team. 




This, it was thought by many 
informed Formula One obser- 
vers, would be an obstacle to 
him making a return to racing 
with any other team. 

Last week, Williams owner 
Frank Williams said Prost was 
free to do as he pleased follow- 
ing his departure, except drive 
for any other Formula One 
team. 

After Frost’s retirement, 
Williams signed the French- 
man's arch-rival Brazilian Ayr- 
ton Senna, w'ho has won ^e 
world dris-ers* championship 
three times, to replace him 
alongside Briton Damos Hill. 

Senna had spent six years 
with McLaren with whom he 
won all three of his titles, but 
accepted quickly the chance to 
switch teams and replace 
Prost. 


IOC chief 
plans 
Sarajevo 
visit soon 

LILLEHA.MMER (R) — 
Olympic Chief Juan Antonio 
Samaranch said Wednesday he 
plans to visit Sarajevo in' the 
next few days to show the 
movement's solidarity with the 
shattered host city of the 1984 
Winter Olympics. 

"By this symbolic presence, 
we want to tell the people of 
Sarajevo, 'we are still with you 
lU years later'." the president 
of the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) told Swiss 
Radio in a telephone interview 
from LiUehammer. 

The iOC. backed by the 
United Nations general assem- 
bly, has called for an ancient 
Greek-style "Olympic truce" 
in Bosnia for this month's Lil- 
lehammer Games. 

Hopes for a truce, which was 
to have staned last Saturday, 
were shattered immediately by 
a mortar attack on a crowded 
Sarajevo market that killed 68 
people. Some Olympic officials 
suggested Samaranch would 
pm off his planned visit to the 
city. 

Samaranch gave no details 
of when he would make the 
trip to the besieged Bosnian 
capital. 


Ulvang warned not 
‘bite hand that feeds 


LILLEHAMMER (R) — The 
International Olympic Com- 
mittee (IOC), Wednesday re- 
minded outspoken Norwegian 
skier Vegard Ulvang, who has 
branded the organisation un- 
democratic, that he partly 
owes his success to the world 
spon body. 

The triple Olympic cross- 
country champion, who vrill 
take the oath for athletes at the 
LiUehammer games opening 
ceremony Saturday, said in a 
television interview Tuesday it 
was "bad and perhaps not 
worthy of sport” that IOC 
President Juan Antonio 
Samaranch was leader of the 
Olympic movement. 

He also said the IOC should 
be more open to outsiders. 

But IOC Director-General 
Francois Carrard told a news 
conference the organisation 
had become far more democra- 
tic under Samaranch, who be-- 
came president in 1980. 

"We read his quotes. He is 
characterising the Olympic 
games or the IOC as a circus," 
he said. “But you know, no- 
body is compelled to partici- 
pate in the Olympic games. We 
note he is still quite eager and 
happy to participate in the 
games." 

The Norwegian Olympic 
Committee said Ulvang. who 
won three golds at the 1992 
Albemille Games and is a 


leading medal contender in Lil- 
lehammer, would still swcai 
the Olympic oath at the open- 
ing cermony Saturday, despite 
his outburst. 

Carrard said Ulvang was : 
national hero in Norway and u 
great athlete. 

“I would say this. First of all. 
he owes his worldwide celebri- 
ty to his talent, of course, to his 
skills as an athlete. - 

"But his intemaiional ane 
world celebrity (status) 
owes to a certain degree to the 
Olympic games, to the games 
of the IOC," he said. 

Norwegian deputy team 
chief Arnand Carlsen said 
there had been no discussion in 
the national Olympic commit- 
tee about Uivang's remarks. 

But LiUehammer organisers 
were astounded by his attack 
because he has been given -he 
honour of taking the oath oj 
allegiance. 

"He is accepting on the one 
hand to give the oath and Encn 
not accepting the organi.sation 
that is the owner of the 
games," said LiUehammer in- 
formation chief Tor 'Aune. 

An opinion poll in 'Nor.'.ay 
last week showed Samaranch, 
once an official in the Fascist 
go\*enimeni of the Spanish dic- 
tator General Franco, is widely 
disliked. Surs'eys also show 
Ulvang is the country's nic-s! 
popular sportsman. 


Norwegian medal expectations high, says coach 


LILLEHAMMER (R) — Nor- 
way's unprecedented sweep of 
five cross country gold medals 
at the last Winter Olympics 
wilt be impossible to match, 
according to their men's coach 
who says the coun^ should 
brace Itself for disappoint- 
ment. 

Inge Braaten harbours no 
expectation of repeating the 
astounding success of Albert- 
ville in 1992 when Bjorn 
Daehlie and Ve^rd Ulvang 
both won two individual titles 
and another gold with the relay 
team, but he says the Norwe- 
^an people do. 

"For many Norwegians 
, there is great expectation that 
urill .yKin,all the gold again,., 
But it's impossible to do as well, 
this 'time,” 'said Braaten. 

"Only once in modern 
Olympic history has the same 
nation won all the distances at 
the same championship.” 

Norway achieved the feat for 


the first time since Sweden in 
1948, but then there were only 
two individual races and a re- 
lay. 

But apart from history, there 
are two other reasons why 
Bratten will be satisfied with 
less than five golds in Lille- 
bammer. 

Other nations have copied 
Norway’s lead in high-altitude 
training and waxing techni- 
ques. eradicating the advan- 
tage they had in France. 

And the formidable form of 
Kazakhstan’s Vladimir Smir- 
nov, who has won five of the 
six World Cup races this win- 
ter, means the Norwegians are 
going to have a tougher time in 
their 'Own' tracks than they did 
in Albertville. 

After failing to win gold at 
their national sport in a major 
championship since the 1983 
world championships in Oslo, 
and before that the 1976 In- 


nsbruck Olympics, Norway 
adopted radical tactics in the 
1990s. 

"After 1989 we started doing 
altitude training and developed 
a lot of new methods for wax- 
ing skis and therefore we were 
maybe one to two years ahead 
of other nations in 1991 and 
*92,” said Braaten. who be- 
came head coach in 1990. 

"So. in the last few years the 
other nations have copied Nor- 
way, doing high altitude train- 
ing and new waxing and there- 
fore we don't have that on our 
side this time.” 

In four seasons under 
Braaten’s guidance. Norway 
have won 12 of IS possible gold 
medals in' major men’s cham- 
pionships. 

But Braaten expects Smir- 
nov, a former world champion 
in the old Soviet Union team, 
to spoil the party for the tens of 
thousands of Norwegian spec- 
tators expected to line the 


tracks at Birkebeineren by 
winning his first Olympic gold. 

"This season has shown us it 
will not be so easy as the 
Norwegian people think. They 
should be satisfied if we can get 
one gold medal. Diey know 
Smirnov is very good,” said 
Braaten, who will quit as 
coach after the games. 

All is not gloom, though, as 
Braaten has altered the 
Norwegians’ training this sea- 
son in an attempt to gain an 
edge, albeit at the cost of 
Worid Cup form. 

"The main competition this 
year is for the Olympics, so we 
have not approached the 
World Gup in 4he same way. 

"We have done a lot of 
traiiung in December whereas 
we stop our usual training in 
November. 

”I think because of that our 
best form will come a little 
later, this season.” 


How skating losers can end up with gold 


By Brian Creighton 
Reurer 

HAMAR. Norway — Millions 
uf television viewers wlfio did 
not understand how Jayne Tor- 
vill and Christopher Dean won 
the European ice dance title 
last month were in good com- 
pany. 

World skating chief Olaf 
Poulsen — and for that matter, 
Torvill and Dean themselves 
— could not figure it out 
either. 

With the world's best skaters 
due to take to the Olympic ice 
next week in Hamar's Olympic 
amphitheatre here is a brief 
refresher course for the 
armchair fans still confused ab- 
out the complex scoring rules 
of top-level figure skating. 

As far as the basic point 
scoring is concerned, there is 
no problem. 

In all events the nine judges 
award entrants two scores from 
nought to six points for each 
sortie on the ice: one for tech- 
nical merit and the other for 
artistic impression. 


More importantly, however, 
each judge also ranks the ska- 
ters in order according to the 
number of points awarded. 

If nobody gets a majority of 
first-place votes, then second- 
place votes are counted as 
well, and so on down the list 
for each place. 

It was that complex mathe- 
matical exercise behind the 
Torvill and Dean victory that 
caught even experienced com- 
mentators off-guard. 

Almost everyone in 
Copenhagen thought the best 
the Britons could hope for was 
second place after reigning 
champions Maia Usova and 
Alexander Zhulin of Russia 
had beaten them in the free 
skating to head them in the 
overall standings. 

Then another Russian cou- 
ple, Oksana Griischuk and 
Evgeny Platov, took to the ice 
and superbly won the free skat- 
ing final. 

That performance promoted 
Torvill and Dean to first place 
overall with Griischuk and Pla- 
tov second and Usova and 


Zhulin down in third place. 

“We don't understand the 
system, but right now it’s 
wonderful.” said a bemused 
Dean after his comeback win. 

Because free skating, the 
last of three events, accounts 
for SO per cent of the total 
points, eadi place was worlh- 
iis equivalent in points through 
a system known as "factoring." 
The winneis after three events 
were the pair with the fewest 
points. 

Torvill and Dean entered 
the final phase tied in the lead 
with Usova and Zhulin on 1.6 
points. Gritschiik and Platov 
were third on 2.8 points. 

Because Cricschuk and Pla- 
tov were more chan a full point 
behind, they could not win the 
title unless they beat both cou- 
ples above them in the free 


skating, which they did. and 
unless another couple from be- 
hind did the same. None did. 

Gritschuk and Platov clearly 
won the free skating, getting 
the first place votes from seven 
of the nine judges, the other 
two going to Usova and Zhu- 
lin. They thus earned 1.0 
points to give them a total for 
the competition of 3.8. 

Second place in the free 
skating was then decided on 
second place votes in that sec- 
tion. Usova and Zhulin's first 
places then becoming second 
place voters. 

But Torvill and Dean had six 
second place votes to five for 
Usova and Zhulin, and second 
place in the free skating gave 
the Britons a total of 3.6 
points, marginally better than 
Griischuk and Platov. 


’ FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT" 

Consisliag of two bedrooms, salon, dining, bathroom, kitchen, 
with central beating, telephone, separate entrance and a 
garden. 

Location: Shmeisani, near the former Yugoslav Embassy 
building. Please call tel. 661658 

NB: We also 'have in the same building a furnished roof 
consisting ot one bedroom, salon, bathroom, kitchen and 
veranda. 


To all members of the Jordanian 
Scandinavian Friendship Association 

We are glad to inform you that the tree 
planting event will still be held on Friday 
February 11, 1994 at 11:00 a.m. at the Scan- 
dinavian Forest. Please bring your own shovels 
or any useful tools with you. 

Looking forward to seeing you there. 


FOR RENT 


Independent, unfurnished recenlly-buili villa located in Umm 
Al Summaq. behind the New English School. Consists ot a 
ground iloor with an area of 300 square metres, a basement 
with an area of 130 square metres. The villa has five 
bedrooms, salon, dining, oak-wood kitchen, independent 
garage, garden, telephone, central heating and water well. 
Rent of the iwo floors is J01 3.500 annually 
Please call Al Salam Real Estate office. Tel. 813577 


NOTICE 

Australia - Attn.: importers, exporters and manufacturers. We 
are at a Sydney-based company with excellent connections 
tn Australia, Pacific. Asia and the Middle East looking for 
importers-exporters and manufacturers tor all types of pro- 
ducts. 

Our representative will be in Amman in March. 1994. 

For all trade inquiries contact: 

ALI KISSWANI 

Tel. (61-2) 5993054, Fax (61-2) 5993054 
A-K-KAKADU - TRADING INTERNATIONAL 
P.O. BOX 227, BELMORE N.S.W. 2192 
AUSTRALIA 


Dallas beat Minnesota 


DALLAS (R) — Something 
turns the Dallas Mavericks, 
doormats of the NBA, into 
bullies when they face the Min- 
nesota Timberwolves. 

It took overtime this time, 
but the S-42 Mavs ran their 
record against the Wolves to 
4-1 this season with a 108-105 
victory Tuesday. 

Jamal Mashburn and Jimmy 
Jackson paced the Mavs with 
24 points apiece and Doug 
Smith scored all 20 of his 
points in the second half, in- 
cluding five in overtime, as the 
Mavericks hit 12 of 13 free 
throws in the extra period. 

The Mavericks have re- 
corded four of their five victor- 
ies this season against Minne- 
rota while going 141 against 
the rest of the league. Dallas 
won only its second home 
game of the season in 23 
games. 

In San Antonio. David 
Robinson notched his fourth 
triple-double of the season and 
13th of his career with 31 
points, 14 rebounds and 10 
assists as the red-hot Spurs 
beat the Washington Bullets 
110-90 for their eighth straight 
win. 

Robinson, who also had 
seven blocked shots, keyed a 
19-0 run that bridged third and 
fourth quarters and helped San 
Antonio improve to 19^3 since 
Dec. 26. Robinson was ll-of- 
16 from the field and 9-of-13 
from the free-ihrow line. 

In Denver. Jeff Malone 
nailed a baseline jumper with 
12.1 seconds remaining os the 
Utah Jazz fought off a furious 
Nuggets rally for a 96-95 win. 

Utah held a 92-81 lead with 
1:21 remaining, but Denver 
stormed back to lead 95-94 
with 20 seconds left after 
rookie Rodney Rogers sank 
three 3-pointers in a 10-second 
span. 

In Los Angeles. Horace 


Grant scored 10 of his 21 
points in the pivotal third oust- 
ter to lift the Chicago Bulls to ,i 
118-89 victory over thj Clip- 
pers. 

A layup by Ron Harper r' 
seconds into' the third puilcu 
L.A. within 58-56 but.Chic.igo 
scored 21 of the next 28 pi'inv' 

Scottie Pippen had 22 
points, 14 rebounds and nine 
assists for the Bulls, who have 
beaten the Clips nine in a rov. 
since Nov. 26. 1989. and have 
won 12 of their last 14 games. 

In Milwaukee. Eric Mur- 
dock had 28 points and 12 
assists and Todd Day had eight 
of his IS points in a key ihird- 
quarfer 19-3 run as iKe* Bucks 
^^'j^,^OjustQn>Bocke!s 106-; 

:i(!fie Bucks snappedVa three- 
game losing streak and won foe 
only the second time in their; 
last eight games. 

Hakeem Olajuwon had 27 
points and 12 rebounds to pace 
the Rockets, whose road losing 
streak reached four games. 

At Oeveland, Mark Price 
scored 26 points, including 
four free throws in the final 
1:17. as the Cavaliers held oiT 
the New Jersey Nets 112-1(.‘4. 

In Portland. Clyde Drexie: 
scored 21 p Im ' *id Cliffon! 
Robinson 2u ... U-l. . .e Trail 
Blazers TO a 124-100 rout cf tne 
Sacramento Kings. 

Portland's Buck William^.; 
who added 17 points^and i5‘ 
rebounds for his 2Ist double- 
double of the season, became 
just the 16th player in NB.A 
history to record' 11.000 re- 
bounds. 

At Los Angeles. Scoai^.- 
Tlireait had 13 of his 26 poi'nt.t. 
in the fourth quarter as the' 
Lakers defeated the Phoeni\; 
Suns for the third time in three ■ 
games this season, 107-104. 

Vlade Divac had 19 points.' 
15 rebounds, eight assists, and; 
seven blocks 


NOTICE OF SALE 

Date: Sunday, Feb. 13, 1994, between the hours of 
9 a.m. and i:30 p.m. 

Location: American Embassy warehouse near 7th 
Circle 

Items to be sold: Used residential and office 
furnishings and equipment. 

Type of sale: Sealed-bid. Bid forms can be 
obtained on the day of sale. 

Conditions of sale: 

-20 per cent cash deposit required on sale day 

- Sale items will be available for inspection on sale 
day. 

-Bids must be submitted by i:30 p.m. on sale day 

- Bids must be submitted at the American Embassy 
warehouse. 

- Bids will be opened and bidders notified beginning 
Tuesday. Feb. 15, 1994. 

■ Items must be rempved within 24 hours after 
notification. After that period, a JD 50 per day 
storage fee will be assessed. 

- All Items are sold on a “where-ts. as-is, non- 
returnable” basis. 
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Qpema 


Tel.: 699238 


PLAZA 


Mahmoud Hamideh/Laiia Alawi 
in 

OBEDIENCE WARNING 

Arabic 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15, 5:00, 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


■OiMBa 


Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD 


CONCORD 
DOC HOLLYWOOD 

Shoi^-s: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD "2» 
FALLING J>OWN 

Shows:12:30. 3:15. 5:15. 
FiSHlULIOArabic Play "Hi America" ai 8:30 


TeL: 675571 

Nabfl Al NUsiiliii Thmmtf _ 


presents a play entitled: 

ALlimNuron 

A popular politicel comedy 
Actors; Abeer Issa, Daoud Jatajei. Has- 
san Al Sheer, Fuad Shomali 
tn addition to other comediens 

Bvtfy mgttt «i ris 
TIekdto tn eU day 


Nabil BHisham $ ^1551 

AHLAN THEATRE 


Nabil and Hisham Theatre 
presents 

Ahlan Arab Summit Confer- 
ence (play) 

daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Theatre is cicsed Mondays, and Tue-jdays 
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Political parties draw minimal 
support one year after legalisation 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — More than a 
year after a new law on poli- 
tical parties went into effect 
in Jordan, the popular sup- 
port that the now Z2 licens^ 
parties have, with the excep- 
tion of the Islamic Action 
Front (lAJh. is still consi- 
dered minimal. 

Hie Nov. 8, 1993 legisla- 
tive elections clearly showed 
bow little the fan-fair sur- 
rounding the legislation of 
parties and their attempts to 
lure the masses had suc- 
ceeded. 

The majority of the 
licensed parties did not field 
official candidates for the 
Nov. 8 elections and most of 
those that did failed to win 
even a single seat in Parlia- 
ment. 

But eight par^s, or eight 
candidates officially or un- 
officially running on party 
tickets, did get at least one 
seat in the Lower House. The 
lAF won 16 seats while 
canrhdates running as inde- 
pendent Islamists won five. 

Seven ocher parties won a 
single seat each. They were 
the centrist Mustakbal Party, 
the pra-Arab Arab Baath 
Socialist Party and ibe Jordan 

Arab Democratic Party, the 
leftist Democratic Soc^aUse 
Party and the Jordan Peo- 
ple’s Democratic Party 
(wiiidi bad a joint ticket with 
the Jordanian Democratic 
Popular Unity Party), and 
the ri^t-of-oentre Yakaza 

and A1 Ahd parties. 

Bat most of the can didaces 
who won parliamentary seats 
on behalf of the seven parties 

did not run on their party 
tickets although two, Abdul 
Raouf Rawabdeh of Yakaza 
and Abdul Had Majali of A1 
Ahd, are their respective par- 
ties’ leaders. 

In the post-election frenzy, 
previously unheard of coali- 
tions emerged and winning 
candidates announced that 
they were members of a vari- 
ety of Koensed parties. 

Mr. Majali had tiie 


Jordan Times in September 
that it would be only after the 
elections that people “would 
come out into the open and 
acknowledge their party affi- 
liations.” 

Such an approach is typical 
of all the trappings oif the 
pre-democratic era attitudes 
when party membership was 
frowned upon, political 
analysts say. 

‘The tenancy to hide par- 
ty affiliations is a pre- 
democratic concept and re- 
flects the attitudes of many of 
those that took this approach 
to revealing their party affi- 
liations,” said one veteran 
left-wing political analyst. 

The emergence of some 25 
basically right-of-centre tra- 
ditionalist politicians in Par- 
liament can certainly be cons- 
idered dramatic and bound to 
give a boost to members of 
the two right-of-centre coali- 
tions that now exist in Parlia- 
ment in the next legislative 
elections. 

“Slxnild the National Ac- 
tion Front, (a 17-member 
paiiiainenta^ bloc) and the 
Jordan National Alliance, 
(an ei^t-member parliamen- 
tary Uoc) be successful in 
enhancing their policies and 
public appearance while in 
Pariiament they are certainly 
Mcely to win on their respec- 
tive party tickets in any fu- 
ture election,” said an inde- 
pendent political observer. 

But these right-of-centre 
blodcs, whUA group mem- 
bers of the Jordan National 
Alfiance, AI ahd, Yakaza and 

A1 Watan parties in two blocs 
face problems of regionalism, 

tribalism and personality 
politics. 

Sectarian tendencies which 
tend to be based on regional- 
ism as well as personality 
politics based on tribal lead- 
ership are the main threats to 
the long-term cohesion and 
durability of these blocs and 
tile parties which form them. 

“Tribalism and regionaiism 
brongjit them together and 
these factors win eventuaUy 
tear them apart,” said the 
leftist analyst, predicting the 


demise of the Jordanian 
right-wing in the long tenn. 

But if the right-of-centre 
parties face a demise, it is 
^so true that the six licensed- 
left wing parties, appear 
headed for a decline. 

Two of the six licensed 
parties, the Jordanian Popu- 
lar Unity Party and, the 
Jordanian Peoples Deiriocra- 
tic Party have announced 
their intention to merge. The 
two left-wing parties have 
Palestinian roots. 

They fieided six candidates 
on a joint ticket; one of 
whom, Bassam Haddadin of 
Zarka, was successfril. In the 
1989 elections both parties, 
although none operating 
legally at the time, won one 
seat each in Parliament. 
Thus, in real terms, these two 
parties have lost half of their 
representation in Parliament 
since 1989. 

Two other left-wing pi- 
ties, those with communist 
roots, continue to exist as two 
separate parties, although 
they were one party up until 
June 1992. The Jor^nian 
Democratic Socialist Party 
became an outgrowth of the 
Jordanian G)mmunist Party 
in the summer of 1992. 

ANALYSIS 

In 1989, one member of 
the Communist Party, Issa 
Mdanat, became a member 
of the Lower House. Mr. 
Mdanat headed the break- 
away but failed to re- 
gion his seat in the Karak 
Covernorate in cfae 1993 elec- 
tions. The only member of 
either party to win a seat in 
the 1993-elected Parliament 
was Balqa candidate Mus- 
tapha Shneikat. who is a 
member of the Democratic 
Socialist Party. 

Another successful candi- 
date who is considered dose 
to the Jordanian Communist 
Party, although he is not offi- 
cially a member, is Madaba 
Deputy Abdul Hafeth AI 
Sfaakb^befa. 

The two other left-wing 


parties which attempted but 
failed to win any seats in 
Parliament are the Freedom 
Party and the Jordanian 
Democratic Progressive Par- 
ty- 

Of the pan-Arab groups, 
which at the time of the 
elections only included two 
. parties, one, the Jordanian 
Sodalist Arab Baath Party, 
fielded four candidates, one 
of whom is Khalil Haddadin 
who won a seat in Parlia- 
ment. The Progressive Arab 
Baatii Party decided not to 
field any candidates. 

Of the three existing cen- 
trist parties, only one, the AI 
Mustakbal Party, was able to 
field a successful candidate. 
Hamad Abu Jammous. The 
most significant other centrist 
party, the United Arab 
Democratic Party (known as 
Waed) successfully overcame 
aft attempt to split its ranks 
and decided not to partici- 
pate in the elections tecause 
it was still in the organisation 
stage. 

The Idamists, who had a 
bloc of some 30 deputies as a 
result of the 1989 elections, 
won only 22 seats in 1993. 
The LAF won 16 seats, while 
independent Islaimsts won 
ax. Only five of the six inde- 
pendent Islamists had run as 
such; the sixth emerged as an 
independent Islamist after 
ffie elections. 

Thus after the 1992 lega- 
lisation of political parties, 
the number of Islamists, lef- 
tists and pan-Arabist in Par- 
liament actually declined 

while the number of right-of- 

centre politicians in Parlia- 
ment increased. Whether this 
will be reflected in an in- 
crease in party membership 
and popularity will be partial- 
ly revved in municipal and 
union elections held in the 
coming two years. If the right 
is successful, the political 
spectrum in Jordan will face a 
marked diange from a politi- 
ck populace leaning main- 
ly towards Islam and the left 
to one turning towards the 
right of the political spec- 
trum. i* 


State Department nominee 
defends views on Israel 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Strobe Talbott, President Bill 
Qinton’s choice for the No. 2 
poa at the State Department, 
insisted in Senate hearing 
Tuesday that he was a staunch 
supporter of Israel hut that he 
had “deviated” from that sup- 
port in past mintinp critical of 
the Jewish state. 

”I have always believed that 
the U.S-Israeli relation is un- 
sbakabie,” Mr. Talbott said in 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee confirmation hear- 
ings. 

Mr. Talbott was grilled by 
both Democrats and Republi- 
cans on the committee about 
his writings as a Time maga- 
zine rqx^r before he joined 
the administration last year, 
particularly a 1981 arti^ in 
whidi he suggested that Amer- 
ican Jews had political influ- 
ence far beyond their numbers 
and that Israel had become an 
“outri^t liability." 

“1 certainly don't feel the 
way I did 13 years ago on this." 
Mr. Talbott said on the issue of 
Israel's strategic importance. 
“1 simi^y changed my opin- 
ion.” 

Several Jewish groups, in- 
cluding the Jewish Institute for 
National Security Affoirs and 
the National Jewish Coalition, 
have called on Mr. Qinton to 
withdraw Mr. Talbott's 
nomination to be deputy 
secretary of state because of 
his alleged anti-Israeli bias. 

TWo Republican senators. 
Connie Mack of Florida and 
Alfonse D'Amato of New 
York, on Monday also came 
out against Mr. Talbott be- 
cause of his “extreme views." 


However, Israel's deputy fore- 
ign minister. Yossi Beilin, de- 
fended Mr. Talbott as “a very 
good man.” 

Mr. Talbott, a close friend 
and former roommate of Mr. 
Clinton at Oxfoid, is cunently 
state’s ambassador-at-large to 
die republics of the former 
Soviet Union. He won easy 
oonfirmatioo to that post a 
year ago, with only nine Re- 
publicans voting against him. 

In his new post, he will be 
responsible for tiie manage- 
ment of the State Department 
as well as involved in key 
policy decisions. 

Sen. Jesse Helms displayed 
exceipts from Mr. Talbott's 
writings on an easel and also 
questioned Mr. Tdboct's man- 
agerial skills. “We don't need 
yet another policy wonk sitting* 
in an ivory tower” in the State 
Department," Mr. Helms said. 

From the Demoq^tic side as 
well. Sen. Joseph Biden of 
Delaware said it was “totally 
inappropriate’' for Mr. Talbott 
to make remarks about Amer- 
ican Jews having influence 
beyond their numbers, even if 
no malice was meant. And 
Paul Sarbanes of Maryland 
questioned Mr. Talbott closely 
on whether it was right to put 
economic pressure on allies. 

“The United Stares should 
not pressure countries with 
which it has a special rela- 
tionship.” Mr. T^bott said. 
He said he had ‘’deviated in 
the heat of forensic and jour- 
nalistic battle” in the past from 
that core belief. “I am not here 
to defend all the opinions I 
have expressed over the 
years.” 


Sanaa frees plane 


(Contfamed from page 1) 


le plane's cargo was being 
'ansported with "with the 
nowledge of competent au- 
lorities and with a formal 
ermission" and Yerneni air- 
>rce units had forced it to land 
1 what he also called an act of 
ir piracy. 

“This was done without the 
nowledge of the command of 
le Ministry of Defence as the 
;gaJ authority which has the 
ight to issue such orders,” he 
ud. 

The ministry s command 
reserves the right to bring the 


plane's hijackers to account 
and asks for the release of the 

E lane and its cargo and that it 
e allowed to proceed to 
Aden." 

But Mr. Saleh said on 
Yemeni radio on Tuesday that 
the cargo included spying 
equipment and asked how it 
had been paid for. 

"Id whose interest is this 
being done, where has the 
money come from and where is 
the sovereicnty, the law and 
order which we have to pro- 
tect?” he asked. 


Sudanese planes bomb 
south; thousands flee 


By Jooatbaii Clayton 
Renter 

PAGERI, Sudan — “Quick, 
get out,” shouted the driver. 
"There’s an Antonov up 
there.” 

The battered jeep screeched 
to a halt on the dusty tracks. 

“Quick, into the bush, find 
some cover and tie low,” the 
guide sakL 

Partially-hidden by the 
foliage of an old tree, two 
half-naked southern Sudanese 
men anxiously scoured the 
skies to try and sight the Khar- 
toum government's bomber. 

“There, there keep low.” 
one suddenly said. 

Against the U^t. blue sky of 
the African morning the bom- 
ber plane was clearfy visible as 
it circled over the sprawling 
refugee camps and rebel-held 
villages of ffiis impoverished 
area of south Sudan. 

The throb of its engines omi- 
nously filled the still air as it 


approached to drop its cargo of 

d^th. 

“Down, down,” shouted the 
Sudanese. A youn child wailed 
in the distance. 

The first bomb hit the earth 
with a thud. A pall of black, 
thick smoke curled upwards 
followed by a second, more 
muted explosion and the sound 
of exploding ammunition. 

The Antonov banked and 
turned. The hum of the en- 
gines feded and then grew loud 
again. 

The Sudanese and the group 
of visiting reporters braced 
themselves for a second 
approach. 

Another explosion, another 
pall of smoke, then at least two 
more thuds further away in the 
direction of Aswi refugee 
camp. 

The Antonov, its mission 
completed, headed off in the 
direction of the government- 
held southern capital of Juba. 



BOMB SCARE: The deserted Haabemiyeh 
Square in downtown Amman early Wednesday 
as seenrity forces comb the area foUowing an 
as-yet-nnexpiained report that a bomb was found 


in the area. InterV^ Mhifaipr Sfllgmeh Ha mmad 
later told the Lower House of Parliament that no 
hnmh ^ras found after a three-hour search (pfatdo 
by Yousef AI ’Allan) 



Queen condoles Mrs. Assad 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty Queen Noor 
Wednesday paid a virit to Syria to offer condo- 
lences to Hafez AI Assad over the death of 
her son Basel AI Assad last month. Queen Noor 
was accompanied by Their Royal Highnesses 
lYinoess Basma, Princess Haya Bint AI Hussein 
and Princess Chida Tala! as well as Mrs. Abdul 
Salam AI Majali and Mrs. Zeid Bin Shaker. The 

Queen was received by the wives of Vice 
fteadent Abdul Halim KJiaddam, Prime Minis- 
ter Mohammad Zoubi and Foreign Minister 
Farouk AI Sharaa. 

Jordan, Germany sign accord 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and Germany 
Wednesday signed in Bonn an agreement on 

extendiag the period for rescheduling DM 86 

million (ID35 million) in Jordan's debts to 
(Germany. The agreement was signed on the 
Jordanian side by Jordan’s Ambassador in Bonn 
Samir Khalifah and on the German side by the 
director of the German foreign ministry's de- 
partment on economic and oommerdai affaire. 
The (jennan government has written oft DM 29 
million (JD 12 million) of Jordan’s debts pro- 
vided that the Kingdom spend half that sum on 
environmental projects. 

Ramadan on Friday for Saudis 

JEDDAH (AP) — Saiidi Arabia announced 
Wednesday that Ramadan begins Friday. The 
annonneement was made by the supreme judid- 
ary council after ascertaiiung that no one bad 
a^ted the crescent by late Wednesday night. 

Iraq food prices tail 

BAGHDAD (R) — Pood prices dropped in 
Baghdad markets following the government’s 
decision to deregulate currency exchange, an 
offidal newsp^r said Wednesday. AI Jumhur- 
iyah said prices went down by b^een 10 and 
20 per cent for basic foodstuffs since last week’s 
decision to allow banks and licensed exchange 
bouses to buy and sell hard currency at open 
market rates. People were taking advantage of 
the new rules, helping to boost the economy, it 
said. On Wednesday SI bought 210 Iraqi dinars 
at an offidal exchange house. Last week, prior 
to the government's dedsion, $1 traded on the 
black market fetched more than 300 dinars. The 
dollar has stabilised on the still-thriving black 
market and is trading about 10 per cent higher 
than government-licensed exchanges. Until last 
week's move Iraq had maintained an exchange 
rate of 3.2 to one dinar. In its front-page article, 
AI Jumhuriyah said the price of sugar had 
dropped to ISO dinars per kg. Before the new 
arrangements the same quantity was selling for 
more than 200 dinars. 

Chemical tanker, ferry collide 

ISMAILIA, Egypt (R) — A passenger ferry and 
a chemical tanker collided in the Suez Canal in 
poor visibility on Wednesday morning, canal 
authorities said. They said all 2,(X)1 people on 
board the Panamanian registered AI &lam 91 
were safe and there was no leakage from the 


Maltese-registered Corse, carrying a 3,(XX1- 
tonne cargo. They said the collision occurred at 
dawn as thick fog reduced visibili^. There was 
no dbruption to canal traffic, they added. Both 
vessels were (femaged and AI Salam 91 was 
uJten to Suez Port for repairs. 

Algeria to announce amnesty 

RABAT (R) — Algeria will declare a general 
amnesty for politi^ prisoners in the near 
ftinms, rfte Saudi daily Ai Sharq AI Awsat said 
on Wednesday, quoting Algerian Foreign 
Minister S^ah Dembri. Tbc paper printed by 
facsimile in Morocco quoted Dembri as 
saying in Brussels “a general amnesty for 
political prisoners wOl be issued soon.” He gave 

no date. Mr. Dembri said that Algeria had 
dropped the security option in favour of dia- 

iogue witb ail parties without exception. In his 

first public statement since his appointment on 
Jan. 30, Algerian President Liamine Zeroual 
said on Monday there conld be no solution to his 
country's two-year-old violent political crisis 
unless there was dialogue vntb all parties. 

'Iraqis torch border island’ 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iraqi troops set an island 
ablaze near tire Iranian border to dislodge rebels 
hiding out there, the offidal Iranian news 
agency IRNA said Tuesday. Reed fields were a 
mass of flame after troops moved in Sunday and 
Monday to oust rebels from the small island of 
Omol-Rassas, in the Sbatt AI Arab waterway 
separating southern Iraq from Iran, the agency 
reported. Iranians living in the bordCT area were 
alarmed when they he^ explodons Of bombs 
and ammuirition left on the island following the 
1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war and the 1991 Gulf war, 
IRNA said. Hie Tehran-based Iraqi opposition 
has reputedly accused the Iraqi army of attack- 
ing Shiite Muslim civilians livittg in Iraq's 
southern marshlands. 

Mandela’S Israel visit on hold 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Nelson Mandela postponed 
a visit to the Jewish state until after IsraeKcigns 
an agreement witii the Palestinians to start 
withdrawing troops from occupied territories, 
the foreign ministiy said Wednesday. Mr. Man- 
dela, who beads the African National Congress, 
(ANC), was to have visited Israel at the end of 
Feb., said Gadi Baltiansky, a foreign ministry 
spokesman. 

Egyptian politician charged 

CAIRO (R) — The Egyptian authorities have 
charg^ opposition socialist Labour Party leader 
Ibrahim Shukri and the editor of the party 
newspaper with criminal libel. The public pro- 
secutor had referred the charges to the criminal 
courts, which will fix the date for a trial, jndidal 
sources said on Wednesday. The charges arise 
from articles in the pa^ newspaper AI Shaab 
alleging that prime minister Atef Sedki, Zakaria 
Azmi, tile head of President Hosni Mubarak's 
office and Cairo Governor Omar Abdul Kher 
protected a building contractor who was 
arrested last month and charged with corrup- 
tion. 


‘Schindler’s List’ gets 12 Oscar nominations 


BEVERLY HILLS (AP) — 
“Schindler's List." Steven 
Spielberg's searing drama of 
death and salvation, captured a 
leading 12 nominations 
Wednesday for the 66th 
Academy Awards, including 
best picture and director. 

Nominated for best foreign 
language film were Spain's 
“Belle Epoque." Hong Kong's 
“Farewell to my Concubine." 
the United Kingdom's Welsh- 
language “Hedd Wyn.” Viet- 
nam's “The Scent of Green 
I^paya" and *Taiwan's "The 
Wedding Banquet." 

It was the first time more 
than one film from Asia was 
nominated in the category in a 
single year. 

“The Piano’’ and "The Re- 
mains of the Day” earned eight 
nominations each, including 
best piaure. Hie other best 
picture nominees were “The 
Fugitive” and "In the Name of ' 
the Father." 

Best actor nominees were 
Daniel Ray Lewis for “In the 
Name of the Path— Laur- 
ence Fi'hburne in “What's 
Love Got to do With It,” Tom 
Hanks in "Philadelphia.” 
Anthony Hopkins in “The Re- 
mains of the Day” and Liam 
Neeson in "Schindler’s List.” 


The actress nominations 
were Angela Bassett in 
"What's Love Got to Do With 
It,” Stockard Channing in “Six 
Degrees of Separation." Holly 
Hunter in "The Piano,” Emma 
Thompson in “The Remains of 
the Day" and Debra Winder in 
“Shadowiands.” 

Jane Campion became only 
the second womaii to be 
nominated for die ben direaor 
for “The Piano." Barbra Streisand 
was nominated for “The Prince of 
Tides" in 1992. 

In addition to Mr. Spielberg, 
Mr. Campion faces Jim Sher- 
idan for “In the Name of the 
Father,” James Ivory for "The 
Remains of the Day.” and 
Robert Altman for “short 
Cuts.” 

Miss Thompso.i and Miss 
kunter were each nominated 
for supporting actress, the first 
time in academy history two 
performers have received two 
nominations in the same year.' 

Miss Hunter was nominated 
in the supporting category for 
"The Firm” and Miss Thomp- 
son for "In the Name of the 
Father." Also nominated were 
Anna Phquin for “The Piano," 
Rosie Perez in “Fearless” and 
Winona Ryder in "The Age of 
Innocence.” 


Miss Paquin. at age 1 1 . is the 
young^t performer to receive 
a nomination since Justin Hen- 
ry, 8, was nominated in 1979 
for “Ramer vs. Kramer.” 
Leonardo Dicaprio was 
nominated for best supporting 
actor for “What's Eating Gil- 
bert Grape,” joining Ralph 
Fiennes in “Schindler’s List,” 
Tommy Lee Jones in “Tte 
Fugitive.” John Malkovich in 
“In the Line of Fire" and Pete 
Postlethwaite in “In the Name 
of the Father.” 

Mr. Spielberg, the most 
popular director in Hollywood 
history, received his fourth 
nomination for directing — bui 
he has yet to win. 

In 19M he received an hon- 
orary Oscar but has been snub- 
bed for such hits as E.T. Tfre 
Extra Terrestrial” and “Close 
Encounters of the Third 
Kind." 

“Jurassic Park," the highest- 
grossing film in Hollywood his- 
tory. earned just three nomina- 
tions. Mr. Spielberg’s Dino- 
saur blockbuster was nomin- 
ated for sound, sound-effects 
editing and visual effects. 

Among films mth multiple 
nominations. “The Fugitive” 
earned seven, as did “In the 
Name of the Father,” “The 


Age of Innocence." collected 
five nominations, tying it with 
“Philadelphia.” 

TTte awards will be pre- 
sented March 21 with actress 
WhoofN Goldberg as host. 

Selected for original screen- 
play were “Dave.” “In the Line 
of Rrc,” “Philadelphia," “The 
Piano” and “Sleepless In Seat- 
tie." 

Adapted screenplay 
nominees were “The Age of 
Innocence,” “In the Name of 
the Father,” “The Remains of 
the Day," “Schindler’s List 
and “Shadowiands.” 

"The War Room," an inside 
look at strategisi James Carvil- 
ie's work on the Clinton cam- 
paign, was nominated for b^t 
documentary feature. 

Actor Peter Weller's “Part- 
ners" was among the five films 
nominated for test live action 
short. 

zTwo songs from “Phi- 
ladelphia” were nominated for 
best original song — Neil 
Young's “Philadelphia” and 
Bruce Springsteen's “Streets of 
Philadelphia.” 

“Schindler’s List” had a 
head start on the best picture 
competition. It already won 
last month's Golden Globe for 
best dramatic motion picture. 


Cairo deal 

(Continued fram pa^ 1 ) 

After the signing, Mr. Ara- 
fet and Mr. Peres each shook 
hands with Mr. Mubarak and 
then each kissed him on both 
cheeks. 

Mr. Rabin played a behind- 
the-scenes role. In Israel his 
spokesman. Gad Ben-Ari, said 
Mr. Rabin late Wednesday re- 
ceived materia] from the Cairo 
negotiations and reviewed it 
with his military and intelli- 
gence advisers. 

The ceremony took place at 
Mr. Mubarak's ornate AI Iti- 
hadiya Palace. 

Hie negotiations since Mon- 
day have included at least 
seven sessions between Mr. 
Arafat and Mr. Peres. Neither 
has given details on the talks. 

The problem areas have 
been control of the crossings 
from the autonomous Palesti- 
nian areas to Egypt and Jor- 
dan. security for Jewish settlers 
who remain in Gaza and the 
size of the Jericho area to be 
ceded by Israel. 

Uri Savir, the chief Israeli 
dele^te, described the nego- 
tiations as a process of working 
"sentence fay sentence, word 
by word." 

“For each word we have an 
hour of argument," he said. 



Italian prisoners 
ask thieves 
to return statue ^ 


ROME (R) — About -Uooo 
prisoners at a Rome jail have 
asked thieves who stole one. of 
the city's most venerat^ ob- 
jects. a I5th century "miracle-'’ 
statue of the infant Jesus,' to 
give it back. Father Vittorio 
Trani. chaplain at Rome’s grihi 
Regina Coeli (Queen of 
Heaven) Prison, said inmatre 
were also praying hard for the 
safe return of the “Ban- 
binello" (Baby Jesus)., 
“They're convinced that their 
prayer, precisely because it 
comes from behind these walls, 
will be heard." Fr. Trani. said.' 

The small wooden -statue, 
which is richly bejewelled, was 
stolen a week ago from the 
Catholic Church of Santa 
Maria in Aracoeli on Rome's 
Capitoiine Hill- The theft 
shocked the Roman faithful, 
who believe the statue has 
miraculous healing powers. ^ 
Tradition says that it was 
carved from an olive tree in the 
Garden of Gethsemane in 
Jerusalem. About 1.000 of the 
1.500 inmates at Regina Coeli 
have signed a petition deman- 
ding its return. "We are upset 
because this is a sacrilegious 
theft,” the petition said. "We 
ask the thieves to give back the 
Bambino Gesu (Infant Jesiis). 
which is dear to the hearts of so 
many Romans.” At Christmas, 
Roman children recite poems 
in frxmt of the statue. Letters 
from all over the world addres- 
sed to the Bambinello regular- 
ly arrive at the church, asking 
that sick children te healed. 

Yeltsin has cold; 

working at home 

MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin 'has caught a 
slight cold and is working from 
his country house rather than 
his Kremlin offices, a spokes- 
man said Wednesday. He said 
Mr. Yeltsin. 63. was preparing 
for a visit next week by British 
Prime Minister John Major 
and working on a keynote 
speech to the State Duma 
legislature scheduled for Feb. 

18. "He is working normally,” 
the spokesman said. Mr. Yelt- 
sin. 63, has a large offidal . 
residence near Moscow which it 
he inherited from, former 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. His motorcade is a 
familiar morning right for 
Muscovites, sweeping in from 
the country along a main radial 
road into the Kremlin. The 
spokesman said doctors be- 
lieved Mr. Yeltsin had caught 
his cold during an offidal visit- 
to Georgia last Thursday. Mr. 
Yeltsin's last major public 
appearance was at a news con- 
ference after signing a bilateral, 
friendship treaty with Georgia.. 

But the president has made 
few public pronouncements on - 
policy in the new year. espe-. 
dally since a government, 
reshuffle that has raised fears 
abroad and among radicals at 
home of a slackening in the 
pace of reform. 

Japan princess 
denies rumours 
she’s pregnant 

TOKYO (AP) — Crown Prin- 
cess Masako. who wed the heir 
to Japan's andent chrysanthe- 
mum throne last summer, . 
Wednesday denied rumour^^^ 
that she is expecting a baby,’ 
ending three weeks of frenzied 
speculation. The princess, 
making her first public appear- 
ance since the middle of last' 
month, said that she has been 
resting because of a bad cold, 
not because she is expecting; 

"I'm getting better." she told 
reporters gathered at the" 
palace for her first news con- 
ference since her wedding to= 
Crown Prince Naruhito. "I'm- 
sorry for all the worry .1' 
caused." “Franklv, we are-- 
quite surprised by' all of the- 
fuss created by her ratrfrfwg a 
cold, said her husband, whd 
sat next to her. "I wonder if alf 
the ruckus around us might not 
have angered the stork.” De-- 
spite palace denials, the' 
popular princess’ sudten dis-' 
appearance from the public' 
eye led to immmediate spe- 
culation in the tabloid press 
that a royal baby could be on 
the way. The palace, which is 
notoriously close-mouthed, 
had also initially told the press' 
that Empress Michiko was skk.T . 
with a cold when in faa she 
was pregnant with Prince’ 
Naruhito in 1959. Princess. 
Masako. 30. the Harvard- and 
Oxford-educated of 

one of Japan's top diplonrats,-' 
wed Prince Naruhito, 33. last'. . 
June 9 in a ceremony laden 
with ancient imperial pomp 
and costumes. 








